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A TWENTIETH CENTURY ENTERPRISE. 
While the greatest single manufacturing industry in 
the United States is devoted to lumber there have been 
remarkably few very large transactions in timber or 
wills. A million dollar deal in steel, coal, copper or 
oil is a small thing, but it has always been a large 
thing in the lumber business. Transactions involving 
such an amount of money have been so few in timber 
ot lumber that when they have occurred they have 
attracted attention. And yet the aggregate value of the 
timber lands of the United States surpasses that of the 
mines, and the lumber producing industry exceeds in 
capital invested and men employed and 


career is a romantic one and his rapid rise as a financier 
is but another exemplification of what an American can 
do who has the perception to see opportunities and skill to 
seize them, He began his work of earning a living by being 
admitted to the bar, where for a brief period he prac- 
ticed law. And thereby hangs a tale, as the incident to 
be related changed his life plans and made him event- 
ually the most conspicuous man in southwestern lumber 
circles. A few days after Mr. Kirby’s admission to the 
bar a certain Boston party arrived in town to prosecute 
a lawsuit. He was unable to find the counsel he had 
engaged for the suit and as the case was docketed for 
that very day he was naturally uneasy. He stopped 


east Texas saw mills were small and primitive, sawing 
only 25,000 to 35,000 feet a day. The manufacturers 
were not optimistic in those days as to the future of 
longleaf yellow pine. Few of them dreamed that the 
present enormous output would ever be in demand. The 
result was that many of them purchased timber lands 
only in small tracts. Mr. Kirby saw the opportunity and 
grasped it. He purchased lands behind the mills, and 
when they had cut out their own timber yellow pine was 
asserting itself in the markets of the world, and they 
had to go to Mr. Kirby for additional stumpage. The 
proposition was so simple as to be almost ridiculous, 
but it was simply a case of his foresight and their hind- 
sight, The mills increased their manufac- 








value of product any other manufacturing 
industry whatsoever. 

When the Northern Pacific timber lands 
in Washington were purchased by what is 
known as the Weyerhaeuser Timber Com- 
pany for about $6,000,000, a new record was 
wt in the timber business, yet that record 
jas been surpassed by perhaps 150 percent 
ly the transactions now taking place in 
Texas whereby large quantities of timber 
and a group of modern mills have passed 
under the control of John H. Kirby, of that 
state. 

The Washington transaction still remains 
the greatest. one on record in this country, 
and probably in the world, as far as the 
quantity of timber is concerned. The 1,000,- 
00 acres of that magnificent Washington 
timber carry not less than 20,000,000,000 
ind probably 30,000,000,000 feet of timber. 
The Texas transaction covers approximately 
1,000,000 acres but involves less than 10,- 
000,000,000 feet; but with it go a dozen 
ot more mil's with their accompanying 
quipments of logging railroad, planing 
nills, dry kilns, yards ete., and the invest- 
went required is about two and a half 
limes that necessary to secure a similar acre- 
ye of timber land in Washington. 

The east Texas longleaf pine district, the 
jrincipal part of which has come under the 
ontrol of John H. Kirby, is quite generally 
ieepted as possessing some of the best 
lngleaf yellow pine timber in the country, 
swell as some mills which for many years 
lave enjoyed a splendid reputation for the 
aeellence of their manufactured product 











turing capacity in response to the new and 
heavy demand for yellow pine, and Mr. 
Kirby simply sat back and sold lands with- 
out the least difficulty. These transactions 
were all highly profitable to both Mr. Kirby 
and his eastern associates, and he came to 
the front with a rush as the most skilful 
timber operator in the southwest. 

Firmly established as Mr. Kirby now was 
he organized in succession the Texas & 
Louisiana Land & Lumber Company, the 
Texas Pine Land Association, the Kirby 
Land & Lumber Company, the Jasper Coun- 
ty Lumber Company, Kirby & Hamilton and 
other corporations and pe ships, going 
to Houston, Tex., as the base of his opera- 
tions. He also organized the Houston Im- 
provement Company and in 1893 started to 
build the Gulf, Beaumont & Kansas City 
railway, piercing the east Texas timber re- 
gion, He carried this railroad project to a 
successful conclusion, encouraged the loca- 
tion of saw milling plants along the line, 
offering good inducements for mill men who 
would do so. This road became one of the 
keys to the Beaumont lumber situation and 
was and is today a large ye!low pine pro- 
ducer. Last year it was regarded so im- 
portant a. lumber hauling railroad that it 
was purchased by the Santa Fe system and 
is now owned and operated by that great 
railroad company. ‘The seventy-five miles 
purchased is now being extended to San 
Augustine, Tex., to the northward, and it 
will tap nearly every foot of yellow pine 
stumpage between the Sabine and the Neches 
rivers in east Texas—the splendid longleaf 
yellow pine which has made the Texas mills 











ind whose owners have amassed considerable 





fortunes in the business. Many of these 

feat milling properties have now passed 

titirely into new hands, including all tim- 

vt holdings in some cases and al) timber 

tights in others, the transfer being complete so far 
“these factors were concerned. The deal also in- 
tudes heavy bodies of timber lands held by non- 
Mmufacturers for investment or the timber rights of 
is land. The carrying out of this transaction has 
iwolved the organization of two great companies, one 
which holds the title to the lands and the other which 
vill Manufacture the timber under lease. 

It has been no child’s play within the short period 
tight months to carry forward all this work to a 
‘eeessful conclusion, but this has been accomplished 
W the skill, diplomacy and energy of John H. Kirby, 
"ly the completion of some details remaining before it 
wil be practicable to give a complete history of the 
Minsaction. ‘The personality of such a man and his 
Mtonal history are commanding the attention of the 

er trade of the country. 

Henry Kirby is himself a product of the east 
“Woods. He was born at Woodville, an insignificant 
in the heart of the longleaf timber region. His 








JOHN HENRY KIRBY, 
of Houston, Tex. 


young Kirby, who was a perfect stranger to him, and 
asked him if he knew where a lawyer could be found. 
“Well,” said Kirby, “I’m a lawyer myself.” The Boston- 
ian entered into conversation with him and finally asked 
Kirby to take his case, which was to be argued in the 
justice’s court. Kirby studied for an instant and, know- 
ing that the case was an important one involving a large 
sum of money, replied: “Yes, but not for a justice’s court 
fee.’ A bargain was made and Kirby won the case with 
flying colors. Upon this incident the whole future of 
John H. Kirby was changed. The Bostonian returned 
to the east and within a few months Mr. Kirby had the 
friendship and backing of some of the largest moneyed 
men of that city, and so he abandoned law for the occu- 
pation of buying and selling timber lands. This incident 
is mentioned as illustrating how an apparently trivial 
matter can change a life career and how aggressiveness 
in even small things leads up to great success, 

The next few years had an important bearing upon 
Mr. Kirby’s ultimate success. At that time most of the 


famous. 
Having disposed of his railroad, Mr. Kirby 
next electrified the lumber world by securing 
a single order from a railroad for 7,000,000 
ties. This was early in 1901. He is now engaged in 
filling this order from the timber of east Texas. It was 
one of the largest individual tie orders ever placed. 

Since January of the present year Mr. Kirby has been 
busy financiering the new lumber company described 
in this article. He has added another success to his 
record in his accomplishment of it, and he has also 
gained the distinction of pushing to a successful end 
the purchase and organization of the largest lumber 
company in the country. 

Mr. Kirby resides at Houston, Tex., where he owns 
one of the most beautiful homes in that city. He is 
president of the Planters & Mechanics National bank 
there, also of the J. H. Kirby Tie Company, which has a 


* contract for five years with the Santa Fe system, and 


he is a stockholder and director of the Old Colony Con- 
struction Company, now building the Santa Fe exten- 
sion to San Augustine, Tex. At Beaumont, Tex., the 
offices of the construction company are in charge of 8. 
(Continuedion Page 34.) 
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The recent drouth and heated spell have caused con- 
siderable discussion among scientists. Some contend 
that deforestation diminishes the rainfall, while others 
point out the fact that the drouth this year, as well as 
im preceding years, has not been confined to regions 
where forests have been cleared and that lack of rain 
and heat has been most intense on the great plains, 
where probably forests never existed. 
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‘Trees are not always what they seem. The novice 
will admire a tree that to the lumberman has little 
value, either because it is of a variety of little use or 
because it is past its prime and will turn out an inferior 

ade. In the white pine country much has been lost 

ause timber was not cut until long after its prime. 
the Pacific coast many of the biggest trees, clearest 


of knot defects, are practically dead. In the south there 
are extensive tracts so far past their prime that deterio- 
ration seems like'y fully to offset any increase in stump- 
age values. Timber that is not decayed may so lack 
the qualities vaguely described as “life” and resilience 
as to be valueless for many purposes, 





July has been a busy month in the Tonawandas. 
Lumber arrivals for the month will foot up 84,000,000 
feet, which is by far the largest July total of recent 
years. The eastern lumber carrying fleet has drawn 
many vessels from the Lake Michigan carrying trade, 
and the eastern lumber demand this year is sufficiently 
large to warrant this large lumber movement. 
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A forestry provision that overreached itself was that 
part of the New York law which prevents the sale of 
any timber whatever from the Adirondack forest pre- 
serves. The forest preserve board would like to dis- 
pose of timber which has reached its maturity and which 
is therefore not itself increasing in value, while at the 
same time it is preventing the maturity of younger 
timber, The proceeds from the cutting of this mature 
timber could profitably be used by the board in carrying 
on other forestry operations. An attempt will be made 
this winter to secure the passage of an amendment to 
the constitution which will permit the sale and cutting 
of this timber under proper supervision, Forestry which 
prevents lumbering is not real forestry; and it is com- 
ing to be more and more recognized that lumbering which 
ignores forestry is not real lumbering, but a short- 
sighted species of vandalism. 





WHITE PINE UNAFFECTED. 


The midsummer white pine trade has probably never 
been better than it is at this time. Crop scares, strikes, 
actual or threatened, and all other unfavorable influ- 
ences combined do not avail to decrease the demand, 
to curtail shipments or to lower prices. The shipments 
from the chief rail markets continue undiminished ex- 
cept as in the northwest something of a car shortage is 
developing. The cargo mills are well sold out. Prob- 
ably never before at this season have the docks on Che- 
quamegon bay and at Superior and Duluth had so 
light stocks of unsold lumber. This is notwithstanding 
the fact that in the latter district, at any rate, the 
docks are crowded with lumber, due to the difficulty 
of securing sufficient vessels to make shipments. 

The white pine consuming country is nearly all in 
excellent condition. Probably the farmers of the Da- 
kotas, northern Iowa and Nebraska and Minnesota will 
receive more for their crops this year than in the aver- 
age season. The east is showing up to better advantage; 
the only section where there is any perceptible dullness 
is in the middle territory of Ohio and portions of Indi- 
ana, where drouth conditions continue, not having 
been broken by any general rains, though the situation 
there is not nearly as serious as it was in the central 
west up to a week ago. Where any particular crop is 
short, however, there have been excellent results in 
other lines, so that the total resources are little if any 
impaired, because prices of agricultural products gen- 
erally are at a very profitable stage and promise so to 
continue. 

It is evident, therefore, that unless some unforeseen 
contingency should arise the white pine market will 
retain throughout the season the buoyancy that has 
characterized it so far. Indeed, it is hard to see what 
can arise materially to affect it.-.The season is so far 
advanced that work is under way which will call for 
a large amount of white pine in one form or other, 
stocks are low at the mills and assortments are badly 
broken, with contracts ahead for large quantities. 

It has been suggested that the situation in yellow 
pine consuming territory might affect white pine. Of 
course, such a contingency is possible, but it is hardly 

robable. There will doubtless be a lighter demand 
or yellow pine in Missouri, Kansas ete, during the 
next month or two, Consequently some yellow pine 
may be available to supply the shortage in white pine 
dimension etc., but the better judgment of the trade is 
that practically all the yellow pine available will be 
wanted within its own natural territory so that what 
little is to be had in surplus, if any, will not do any 
more than supply the shortage in white pine. 

The reports as to white pine conditions are uni- 
formly favorable, with so few and unimportant excep- 
tions that those interested in it seem justified in. main- 
taining the optimistic attitude which they have held 
so far throughout the year. 


AS VIEWED AFTER THE RAINS. 


With the rains of a week ago, so abundant in a large 
part of the most seriously drouth affected districts, an 
opportunity has been given to arrive at something like 
a fair view of the crop status and the situation of the 
farming classes. It is coming to be believed by the most 
careful observers that while the corn crop has been les- 
sened by probably 500,000,000 bushels, and while in that 
particular newspaper reports were not exaggerated, and 
while also general trade must suffer to some extent in 
some sections, on the whole the farmers wi!] be in better 
condition than in the average year and their measure of 
prosperity the country over will be close up to the best 
year ever known. 

Even the corn crop is likely, taking the country over, 
to yield as much money to the growers as last year. It is 
an almost invariable rule with this crop, which has no 
competition abroad, that a large yield means low prices 
and vice versa. This year the crop will be rather small, 
but at the prices now prevailing and which are likely 
to prevail it will yield as much money as in the average 
year. The most serious loss, therefore, will be in its 
secondary form as cattle and hogs; but if there shall be 
a reasonable amount of moisture hereafter forage crops 
will be raised which will carry live stock through with- 
out serious loss, while high prices seem assured. 

The hay crop varies in different localities. In some it 
has been very fine and in others almost a failure. Wheat, 
it is believed, will prove to have been a record breaker. 
It is thought that the yield of the year wiil be fully 
725,000,000 bushels, or about 50,000,000 bushels in 
excess of any previous year. Not only is the crop thus 
large in quantity but it is high in quality and will com- 
mand very high prices, as shown by the current markets, 
which have seldom if ever been exceeded at this season 
of the year unless in case of manipulation, which does 
not exist now. 

The average rural situation, therefore, is a promising 
one, This does not help the individual farmer who has 
met serious losses or the sections which have suffered 
most, but as far as general trade is concerned it indi- 
cates that the prosperity of the country will be contin- 
ued and that all industries of a general character wiil 
prosper. This will be the case with the lumber trade. 

There will doubtless be some diversion of trade. Man- 
ufacturing and wholesaling concerns which have sold 
chiefly in certain territories will have to secure other 
markets for a portion of their stock, but that they will 
find other markets without difficulty, and should be 
able to do so without material concessions in prices, is 
apparently certain. Western yard stock is the only 
thing that will suffer at all and that should not show a 
decline in values. The demand for railroad material and 
for city use continues unchecked and everything prom- 
ises a condition of trade throughout the remainder of 
the year which will insure a continuance of present price 
and stock conditions, unless the operators in yellow pine 
should lose their nerve. But they show no signs of 
doing so, price concessions being no more frequent than 
one month or two months ago, and what cuts are being 
made are from a higher basis. 


NEW STATUS OF TIMBER INVESTMENTS. 


In two different departments of this issue of the 
LUMBERMAN a subject is mentioned which, well under- 
stood as it is, is worthy of more consideration than has 
been given to it in the past by timber owners and lum- 
ber producers. It is the fact that trees have their ma- 
turity and old age, the latter involving vital decay and 
death. The virgin forest of normal growth has in it, 
like a community of men, types of all ages and condi- 
tions. 

There are seedlings just struggling into the light; 
saplings getting a firm hold on existence; vigorous, grow- 
ing trees; those which are at their prime but whose 
future rate of growth will be slow; those past their 
prime, in which decay more than compensates for their 
sluggish growth; those which still throw out a claim to 
life in a feeble show of foliage; those which are actually 
dead, whether still standing or brought by wind or 
flood to the ground; those which are moldering away 
to serve as food for the seedlings just beginning the life 
of a tree. As there are the old and the young, so also 
are there the strong and the weak, those which have 
taken firm root and pushed up into the light and those 
which always remain feeble and dwarfed. 

Hitherto in this country lumbermen and investors in 
timber have paid little or no attention to this matter 
of growth. They have taken the forest as they found it 
and the lumber manufacturer has cut it all—the young 
and the growing timber, that in its prime and that far 
advanced in old age. As the normial forest does not grow 
—life and death balancing each other—the investor has 
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depended upon an increase in stumpage values for his 
profits. a 

Some exceptions may be noted. Not all virgin forests 
are normal. Some, through accidents of nature, or 
indirectly by man’s agency, are composed of trees a 
large proportion of which are of substantially the same 
age and condition. Perhaps fires started by lightning or 
by men swept through them, leaving only the vigorous 
trees of some size. Such instances are found all over 
the country, but most often, perhaps, in southern pine. 
Such forests have an actual growth in wood contents 
to the acre, as well as in the individual trees, and in- 
vestment in them insures a double profit; but, on the 
other hand, when such a forest reaches its maturity 
its deterioration thereafter is rapid, the new growth 
being absent or not in proportion to the old. 

Man can improve on nature. Left alone the mature 
tree finally decays and falls; man cuts it down and puts 
it to use. Trees in nature’s forest grow but slowly; 
man can increase their rate of growth materially by 
cutting the ripe timber and by judicious thinning. 

As a practical proposition this use of the forest de- 
pends on whether or not the profit in cutting the 
mature timber, or that which has overgrown the knots 
and other defects of its youth and come to log value, will 
not only pay for the cost of doing so but also return a 
fair interest on the permanent investment. ‘Twenty, and 
perhaps ten, years ago it would not have done so, but 
now practical lumbermen believe it will. The increased 
cost of logging and the expense of caring for the forest 
are compensated for in several ways. One is the much 
greater quantity of timber that is taken off the land 
than when the timber is cut clean. This has been seen 
in multitudes of cases, even with no care of the forest. 
The early white pine operators in Michigan and Wiscon- 
sin cut only the good timber, and there are many tracts 
the second or third cutting from which paid much better 
than the first. Another gain is found in the improved 
quality of the product. Eliminate from any mill supply 
the small, knotty, sappy logs and also the old punky 
ones and the average quality of the product would be 
greatly increased. 

In the past timber investment in this country has 
been chiefly of two sorts. The first has been by those 
who did not care to operate, but who depended for their 
profits on an increase in stumpage values. This is the 
class that has for the last decade been investing in 
southern timber and more recently on the Pacific coast. 
White pine and most northern and eastern woods have 
been closed to them bceause there is prospect of but 
slight increase in value hereafter, 

The second class of investors in timber is composed 
of those with whom the timber investment has been only 
incidental to or the basis of a logging or saw mill busi- 
ness. They buy timber with the sole idea of converting 
it into logs and lumber as quickly as is consistent with 
economical operation. 

The time has come when there will be a gradual coales- 
cing of the two classes. The mere investor will find 
that the profit from growing stumpage values can be 
added to by a quickened growth of the trees and by an 
annual profit derived from conservative and skillful 
operation. 

The lumber producer who is also a timber owner will 
find in a reduction of his output to a point where it can 
be maintained by the annual growth of his forest that 
the increased cost of logging and perhaps of manufacture 
and distribution will be made amends for by the increased 
value of his product, by the thousand feet, and by the 
permanent life of his business, enabling him to reap the 
profit of growing stumpage values, if any. 


YELLOW PINE STATISTICS. 


Up to July 1 the drouth in the central west, while 
already showing itself, had had no apparent effect: upon 
the lumber trade and, indeed, it was not until the 
middle of July that retailers in the affected territory 
began to curtail orders to any noticeable extent. The 
accompanying report of the yellow pine clearing house 
for June shows that the fine record of the year up 
to that time was in that month being well maintained. 

The comparative figures given for June, 1900, show 
that the improvement of trade this year as compared 
with last was substantially uniform, though it is still 
to be noted that the eastern field was taking a little 
less lumber in June this year than in the corresponding 
month of last year; and this has been the record 
right through the season. In June, Missouri, Kansas, 
Nebraska, Oklahoma and Texas heavily increased their 
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Not specified. 1,085,323 13,417,214 6,488,699 1,181,578 
Local (in state 
mfd.) .... 168,246 1,567,950 213.282 3,344,713 
Se ee a eee 2.413.484 +284 
Tot. shipmts. 16,371,980 45,256,331 40,251,679 89,239,207 
Total cut.... 16,673,334 44,836,557 85,941,623 42,292,557 


Stock on hand 


July 1, 1901 51,887,125 129,245,658 108,210,034 121,918,560 


requirements over June, 1900. Texas doubtless will 
maintain its increased demand, but the July report 
will show a falling off in the other states named, 
though it is not unlikely that from September 1 trade 
will be fully up to the previous average. 





REFORM IN THE POSTAL DEPARTMENT. 


The public is generally aware that second class or 

newspaper mail matter is the cause of the annual deficit 
in the postoffice department, whereby deficiency appro- 
priations are annually required, and that were it not 
for this deficit it would be possible greatly to extend 
the letter mail service and perhaps even to reduce letter 
postage, although it is doubtful if this would be advis- 
able, inasmuch as already the United States has as low 
a postal rate as any country, in spite of its great area, 
which makes the expense of carrying letters higher than 
in most other countries. Penny postage, so much talked 
about, is an actuality in this country, for two cents is a 
venny. 
' 3g would wish to restrict by increasing the rates 
the circulation of news matter. The newspaper in its 
various forms is a necessity to every citizen, and al- 
though the one cent a pound charge for its carriage may 
not pay the expense, there are none who advocate its 
increase. The trouble is that in the course of time tre- 
mendous abuses have crept into this department of the 
postal service. Daily papers have been sent out on 
speculation, so to speak, in large quantities, with the 
privilege of returning to the office of publication at the 
same rate, 

Thousands of papers have been started purely for 
advertising purposes which load down the mails with 
millions of pounds annually. Some of these publica- 
tions are merely house organs; that is,-they are de- 
signed to advertise the business of some private estab- 
lishment, with just enough of alleged reading and news 
matter in them to serve as a cloak for their real pur- 
pose. Thus an injustice is done to competitive concerns 
which do not adopt these questionable methods of get- 
ting free or cheap advertisers. An example of this 
class of paper has been found in the lumber trade. Other 
periodicals have been started for which there was no 
real demand, solely that they might be the basis for an 
advertising business. Circulation is secured by pre- 
miums practically equivalent to the alleged subscription 
price, by gift schemes amounting to lotteries etc. 

Again the provision in regard to sample copies is ex- 
tremely liberal under the law, and this privilege has 
been abused so that multitudes of periodicals have a 
claimed circulation only a small part of which is bona 
fide, the most of it being sent out gratuitously and thus 
lacking the advertising value which obtains with papers 
that are paid for by their readers, 

The most flagrant abuses, however, have been in the 
circulation as second class matter of books. Publishers 
of cheap literature—cheap in character as well as price— 
have given serial numbers and monthly dates to novels 
and sent them out at a cent a pound as second class mat- 
ter. Nothing of this sort was ever contemplated by the 
statute establishing the second class rate. The mails 
have been loaded down, therefore, with trashy books, 
catalogs, advertisements of business houses, and fake 
advertising sheets under the guise of newspapers. 

For several years a reform of the postal laws, regula- 
tions and customs has been in contemplation in congress, 
with the support of all legitimate publishers and of con- 
gressmen who have understood the situation, but so far 
without results. In despair of securing relief by legis- 
lative action, the postoffice department has decided to 
take matters into its own hands and apply such reme- 
dies as it has under its control. Without criticising the 
tardiness with which this action has been taken, we may 
express our pleasure that at last an amelioration, if not 
a total reform, of the second class service is in sight. 
Congressional action is needed, but the postoffice depart- 
ment can do much to reform abuses and undoubtedly can 
put the postal service on a paying basis. 

The orders which will result in this reform were issued 
on hg 17. Order No, 898 amends section 276 of the 
postal law and regulations to read as follows: 

SEcTION 276.—General Definition—Mailable matter of the 
second class shall embrace all newspapers and other peri- 
odical publications which are issued at stated intervals, and 
as frequently as four times a year, and are within the condi- 
tions named in Sections 12 and 14. (Act of March 8, 1879, 


Sec. 10, 20 Stats. 359.) ‘The sections referred to are 293 
and 277. Second class matter above described is of two 








kinds: (1) That sent by publishers or news agents. (Sec- 
tion 299.) (2) That sent by others than publishers or news 
Mississippi. Alabama. Ga. & Fla. Total. June, 1900 
15 18 11 BA res 
118,505 261,729 89,560 1,067,161 833,363 
817,012 314,122 184,342 977,579 898,893 
282,626 491,162 209,910 1,417,887 2,283,622 
606,906 Sree 1,947,827 1,709,454 
2,133,204 1,402,285 605,252 6,852,161 8,015,824 
1,487,995 709,293 293,867 8,282,929 7,855,4 
2,925,385 1,598,096 60,000 14,682,103 13,385,868 
EEE ye sie cis, \.2.8:6.64re 8 932,765 ,686,237 
SEDO AK hee Shee ee 3,479 333,099 
16,833 oe, ee eee 518,925 914,04 
358,220 SOULS 3 behseaee 17,328,378 15,701,775 
gk RI areas 17,218,308 13,317,569 
TT oo eee ee 542,1 5,413,7 
ca Nile tre ie Cables tid Muwewns wad 1,408,518 2,085,176 
MESS Fo ck Aisin sh, |. nSG conte 11,930,192 7,396,031 
(haatens. Ss4bReeas” asc 04 eile 30,479,268 19,968,393 
1,921,794 734,288 378,731 ,869,744 4,094,863 
Sehike anh; > wiki SR Sade binaile oes 968,191 937,9 
2,516,720 2,892,065 1,706,410 29,288,009 5,170,449 
2,617,208 2,682,355 2,212,815 12,806.569 11,711,234 
2,329,812 7,356,190 2,985,740 15,182,510 12.343.806 
18,577,074 18,681,222 8,726,627 187,104,120 138,525,797 
20,026,917 16,459,047 9,189,848 185,419,883 153,685,113 
33,907,720 24,357,782 3,460,100 472,986,979 ........ 





agents. (Section 302.) ‘Periodical publications” herein 
referred to are held not to include those having the charac. 
teristics of books, but only such as consist of current news 
or miscellaneous literary matter, or both (not excluding ad- 
vertising), and conform to the statutory characteristics of 
second class matter, 

Order No. 899 provides that the publication offered 

for matling at the pound rate shall have a legitimate list 
of subscribers approximating 50 percent of the number 
of copies regularly issued and circulated in order to 
secure entry in the second class. A portion of this order 
is as follows: 
—when it appears from the contents, or from the extrinsic 
inducements offered in combination with it, that the circula- 
tion of the publication is not founded on its value as a news 
or literary journal, and that subscriptions are not made be- 
cause of such value, but because its offers of merchandise 
or other consideration, result, in effect, in its circulation at 
apparently a nominal rate, such publication does not come 
within the requirements of the law for acceptance as second 
class matter. 

Order No. 900 refers to the rights and duties of 
news agents. These orders, which are signed by Charles 
Emory Smith, postmaster general, are accompanied by a 
circular announcement to all postmasters from the third 
assistant postmaster general, defining the application 
of these new regulations. Postmasters are reminded that 
they may be held under their official bond for improper 
application or faulty administration of the laws and 
regulations relating to second class matter. Publica- 
tions having the essential or distinguishing features of 
books will be excluded. The legitimate list of subscrib- 
ers upon which entry is based must be founded on the 
value of the publication as a news or literary journal, 
All subscriptions induced by premiums, chances to win 
prizes or other considerations to the subscriber, that in 
effect reduce the subscription price to a rate apparently 
nominal, will be held not legitimate. This statement of 
the principle governing is a sound one: “The pound 
rate of postage is an especial privilege at the public ex- 
pense and the department will restrict the privilege to 
those publications which are fairly within the contem- 
plation of law and properly meet the requirements. No 
circumvention of law or regulation will be permitted.” 

It is to be hoped that this new policy of the depart- 
ment will be rigidly carried out. No legitimate publica- 
tion would object to much more stringent regulations, 
such as those embraced in the proposed Loud act, which 
has as yet failed of passage by congress. The LUMBER- 
MAN would be glad to see the sample copy privilege 
much restricted. A 100 percent of the subscription list 
allowance is too great. The LUMBERMAN and most other 
publications of the legitimate sort would be amply sat- 
isfied with a 10 percent allowance. House organs, so 
called, should be abolished, though of course it is entirely 
possible for a business house to publish a newspaper, in 
trade or otherwise, which may be of value as such. 

If the reforms contemplated in the orders above be 
enforced the postoffice department will be put upon an 
independent basis and show an annual profit instead of 
a deficit. This will allow the extension of the service, 
it will provide for more general rural free delivery, will 
increase the frequency and speed of the railway service, 
will allow increased deliveries at free delivery postoffices, 
will extend the scope of the first class mail rate and per- 
haps may lead to the extension of the 1l-cent letter rate. 
Business inen especially are interested in this improve- 
ment of the service, which is possible only by reform 
of the abuses mentioned. The business community, 
therefore, should support the advocates of postal reform 
in congress, and the members thereof should interest 
themselves in the various movements inaugurated by 
trade associations to this end. 


SAW VS. PULP MILL. 


That the saw mill and the pulp mill cannot live in 
peace on the same river is daily becoming more ap- 
parent—at least in eastern territory—as is instanced 
particularly in the last season’s log drives in Maine. 
While it is true that drives may be late in any year from 
natural and unavoidable causes, it is also true that 
much of the delay lately experienced in Maine has been 
caused by the holding up of drives at sorting gaps in 
order that pulp logs may be sorted out from the others. 
This process of sorting out delayed the East branch 
drive seventeen days this year, and at last advices there 
was no telling how long it would take to sort the pulp 
logs from the West branch drive. There is apparently 
no remedy for this, because with the pulp men buying 
logs from many different operators, located at widely 
separated points along the lumbering waters, the vari- 
ous lots of logs purchased must necessarily be mixed all 
through the drives when the logs are started down the 
rivers in the spring. It seems to be a question as to 
which will survive—the pulp mill or the saw mill—and 
as the pulp men are the richer and their business the 
more profitable it is the belief of many that, except 
where favored by exceptional advantages, the saw mills 
must soon disappear. 

This prospect is regarded variously by the people of 
Maine. Some say that if the pulp men are the more 
prosperous and can pay higher prices for logs than can 
the lumbermen it is not only logical but desirable that 
the pulp mills should survive and the saw mills go. 
Others declare that the pulp mills, while of great tem- 
porary benefit to certain timber land owners of whom 
they buy supplies, will ultimately bring disaster upon 
Maine by denuding the state of its forests, which eighty 
years of lumbering has not done. 

United States Senator Eugene Hale, in a speech at 
Skowhegan in 1891, said: “In forty years the forest 
lands of Maine will be as bare of good timber as is this 

latform upon which I stand.” At that time there were 

ew pulp mills im Maine, but ever since those log-eating 
establishments have been multiplying, until today there 
is warfare between the pulp and lumbering interests 48 
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to which shall control the rivers of the state. Calvin 
Moore, a prominent lumberman of Somerset county, 
Maine, who has for many years operated upon the head- 
waters of the Kennebec, says: 


There is no use denying the facts. The time is near at 
hand when lumber for the outside market will not be availa- 
ble in this state. It is a fact that the = mills have 
eaten into the very vitals of the lumber business. They 
are creeping toward the tree, where once the tree was float- 
ed to the mills. It is a common thing and has been for a 
number of years for pulp mill managers to purchase of 
lumber operators logs that the pulp managers had not time 
to cut on their own holdings. The Hollingsworth & Whitney 
Company, with mills at Winslow and Gardiner, cut more 
than 20,000,000 feet of logs last winter and purchased large 
quantities. 

Fifteen years ago the ordinary lumber operator cut from 
1,000,000 to 2,000,000 feet of logs in a winter. It was then 
understood that the operator would be twenty years in cut- 
ting over a township and that he could then go over the 
same land again, beginning where he had cut the first lot, 
and get just as good logs as before. As a rule, this is true. 
Whatever pine the operator passed by on his first cutting 
over, on account of its being too small, would, when he made 
his second trip, have grown to good size; but when he had 
cut that down he was out of pine, for where a pine is cut a 
spruce growth follows. 

Now, when a single corporation cuts 20,000,000 feet in 
one winter we can easily see how long it will be before a 
township becomes entirely stripped of its spruce. In a short 
time the great timber section will be an expanse of stunted 
growth fit for no purpose except to shelter game, and the 
lumber operator will have to go to Canada for his logs. 





Law for Lumbermen. 


Term “Logging Season” in Contract. 

The provisions of a contract are to be construed to- 
gether, so as to give effect to all, if it be possible to do 
30. But where a particular provision is in irreconcilable 
conflict with the letter and spirit of the contract, taken 
as a whole, and the evidence shows that the presence of 
such provision is attributable to accident rather than 
design, and that it is meaningless and without applica- 
tion, it will be regarded as not written. This latter 
principle the supreme court of Louisiana applies to the 
case of Prentiss vs. Lyons (29 Southern Reporter 944), 
where a resident of Maine, whose business it was to 
handle timber lands, owning certain lands in Louisiana 
which it was proposed to let certain parties cut the tim- 
ber from for $2 a thousand feet, sent them as a model for 
their contract a printed form of contract that he was 
accustomed to use in Maine, giving permission to cut 
timber “during the ensuing logging season only.” Now, 
the term “logging season” being practically unknown 
where the land was situated, and there being other 
language and other conditions incorporated in the con- 
tract which were deliberately written therein as original 
matter, and which distinctly expressed the idea that the 
parties referred to were to take all the merchantable 
timber of a certain quality on the land in question, the 
court concludes that the “logging season” expression 
was left in the contract rather by accident than design, 
and holds that it must be considered as overborne by the 
other stipulations referred to. 


Title to be Settled Before Removal of Lumber. 


The supreme court of Idaho holds, in the case of 
Staples vs. Rossi (65 Pacific Reporter 67), that under 
section 4288 of the revised statutes of Idaho a tem- 
porary injunction is authorized to restrain a_ tres- 
pascer from removing timber which he has cut upon 
land claimed by the plaintiff, pending suit to establish 
the plaintiff’s title. It also holds that injunction will 
issue to restrain temporarily an act which will result 
in great damage to the plaintiff, although the injury 
is not irreparable and notwithstanding that other rem- 
lies lie in behalf of the plaintiff. The supreme court 
says that it is not in sympathy with the idea that a 
trespasser, notwithstanding that he may be solvent, 
may go upon the lands of another and cut timber there- 
on and that the owner of such lands is not, under the 
statute referred to, entitled to a temporary injunction 
to restrain the removal of the timber until the owner 
tan establish his title to the land in an action commenced 
for that purpose. ‘The inconvenience to the party en- 
joined from a temporary injunction, it thinks, will be 
less than would be the injury to the party asking the 
injunction should the latter sueceed in establishing 
his right. 

Buying Substitute to Meet Non-Delivery. 


The case of Hamilton vs. Kirby (49 Atlantic Reporter 
214) seems to have been brought to recover the loss 
sustained by a firm after trying to avoid as much loss 
48 possible by buying poplar wood with the bark on 
alter the parties sued had failed to deliver peeled pop- 
lar as agreed. The affidavit of defense set forth two 
defenses: First, that the purchase of poplar wood 
with the bark on, as a substitute for peeled poplar, was 
‘trary to the usage of the trade; and, secondly, that 
the sum paid for the substitute was above the market 
Price. The supreme court of Pennsylvania holds that, 
‘an affidavit of defense, this one was sufficient. It 
“iys that where the seller fails to deliver an article 
‘ntracted for the purchaser has a right to go into the 
market and supply himself on the best terms he can, 
md then to look to his defaulting vendor to make up 
‘ty loss from the breach of the contract. And if the 
‘taet article cannot be obtained with reasonable effort 
the purchaser may take the best substitute within reach. 
But What is the best substitute is a question of fact, 
hich, if disputed, must go to the jury; and on this 
Westion ordinarily the general usage of the business, 
"there be such a usage, is controlling evidence. So 
= the affidavit of defense in this case averred that 
he substitution of poplar with the bark on for peeled 
wpler was entirely contrary to the usage of the trade, 
M court holds that it duly raised a question for the 





jury. Secondly, the purchaser, the court says, cannot, 
in procuring the substitute, charge his vendor for more 
than a loss which was not reasonably avoidable. There- 
fore he must buy the substitute on the best terms ob- 
tainable, and that means, presumptively, at the market 
price. And the price paid in this case for the substi- 
tute being disputed by the affidavit the court holds 
raised another question for the jury. 


Tales of the Trade. 


A Million Dollar Company With No Rating. 

R. H. Downman, of New Orleans, who manufactures 
large chunks of red cypress lumber and shingles at his 
five big mill plants in Louisiana, and one of whose mills, 
that of the Bowie Lumber Company, is capitalized at 
$1,000,000, told this story on himself. It seems that his 
Bowie mill superintendent came to the New Orleans head- 
quarters recently and while in the office suddenly remem- 
bered that he wanted logging supplies to the extent of 
about half a carload for his skidding machinery at Bowie. 
He forthwith wrote out a telegram to a large iron works 
at the north, ordering what he needed. A reply came in 
a few hours, stating that the order was received but as 
the Bowie Lumber Company had no rating in either 
Bradstreet’s or Dun’s cash must be sent before the ma- 
terial could be shipped. 

The superintendent was rather nonplussed and showed 
the correspondence to Mr. Downman next day upon his 
return to the office. Mr. Downman promptly ordered 
the supplies himself by wire with instructions to send 
bill. The same reply came back. “You have no rating 
in-either Lradstreet’s or Dun’s. Must insist upon pay- 
ment before goods Jeave our shop.” This puzzled the 
red cypress manufacturer fully as much as it had his 
superintendent, when an idea suddenly hit him that the 
northern supply people were investigating the Bowie 
Lumber Company as a New Orleans corporation and he 
wired back: “Bowie Lumber Company has decided rating. 
See Bowie, La.” 

Two hours later a long dispatch came back from the 
north full of apologies and stating that the material 
would go forward by first train. 











An Amphibious Horse. 


Lute Wheeler, assistant manager of the Yawkey Lum- 
ber Company at Hazelhurst, Wis., has discovered a horse 
that he claims is a cross between a Norman and a 
water spaniel. On a recent visit to Hazelhurst of 
Frank Taylor, the well known lumber dealer of Warren, 
Ill., and his friend Dr. Czibulka, of the same city, who 
make annual fishing trips to the popular Wisconsin 
resort, Mr. Wheeler one evening volunteered to drive 
his guests over to Minocqua, a distance of seven miles. 
During the evening this wonderful animal, which evi- 
dently tries to divide his time between land and water, 








became imbued with a strong desire to disport himself 
in the latter element, whereupon he broke loose and 
the next morning was found in Lake Katherine at 
Hazelhurst, as shown in the accompanying photograph, 
apparently enjoying himself to the limit. It is reported 
that the repairs on the carriage, which was still 
attached to the animal though rather delapidated, 
cost the three gentlemen $28.75 each. 





Some New Poker Yarns. 

T. C. Skeen, of Texarkana, president of the T. C. Skeen 
Lumber Company, wholesale dealer in yellow pine, and 
vice president of the Arkansas Lumber Company, Wells, 
Tex., manufacturer of the same lumber, tells two good 
poker yarns. A bunch of Texans out near Wichita Falls 
composed of cow punchers were deep in the fascinating 
game and the betting had narrowed down to two of those 
worthies. Each apparently had a stiff hand and the chips 
fairly flew to the center of the table as each player tried 
to outbet the other. Finally one of the two called the 
hand. 

“What have you got?” he asked. 

“Four aces.” 

“So have I!” 

They looked at each other for an instant and then both 
Jaughed. 

“Well, how’ll we settle the pot?” was finally asked. 

‘The other studied for a moment and then said: 

“Tell you what we'll do. Let’s spit at a crack for it.” 

The other yarn was descriptive of a game in which 
six and seven players took part. Two outsiders were 
looking on and during a deal one of the latter saw the 
card dispenser dea] four aces to himself. Turning to his 
friend he whispered in a horrified voice: 

“Bill, did you see that?” 

“See what?” asked Bill. 

“Why, that fellow dealt himself four aces from the 
bottom of the deck.” 

“Well,” drawled his partner, “it was his deal, wasn’t 
it?” 


Snaps with a String to Them. 


The Great Northern railway gets out some interest- 


ing and unique advertising matter for which credit 


should be given Advertising Agent Agnew. The beau- 
tiful little booklet entitled “Across the Continent,” which 
has interested and instructed tourists making a trans- 
continental trip over the Great Northern railway, is 
one of the things Mr. Agnew is responsible for. This 
booklet is a work of art, illustrated with views of 
the mountain country which the Great Northern tra- 
verses. 

In St. Paul recently there was a game of base ball 
between a club from the Elks and one from the Com- 
mercial Club. In the Elks club one of the special 
players was Al G. Flournoy, the well known St. Paul 
lumberman and minstrel man. To commemorate the 
occasion Mr. Agnew got out a score card printed in 
purple on white paper, thus using the Elks colors. 
It also contained the following announcement: 

“Finest Elk Hunting in the northwest along the line 
of the Great Northern Railway.” Other announce- 
ments were as follows: “Special notice——All members 
in good standing of St. Paul Lodge No. 59, B. P. O. E., 
or of the Commercial Club are entitled to leave the park 
at any time without extra charge by special arrange- 
ment with Great Northern railway.” “By special ar- 
rangement with the Great Northern railway all members 
of the Commercial Club and of St. Paul Lodge No. 59, 
B. P. O. E., are entitled to a free trip on steamship 
Miami, Duluth to Mackinac Island and return (after 
paying the usual fare).” 

Who dare say that Mr. Agnew is not an original 
advertising man? 

SUMMER MEETING OF AMERICAN FORESTRY 
ASSOCIATION. 

The special summer meeting of the American Forestry 
Association for 1901 will be he'd at Denver, Colo., Tues- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday, August 27-29, in affilia- 
tion with the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. 

There will be two sessions daily, at 10 a. m. and 2:30 
p- m., which will be held in the Denver High School 
building, and in addition an open evening meeting in 
the Central Presbyterian church, corner Sherman and 
Seventeenth avenue, Wednesday, August 28, at 8 p. m. 
At the latter there will be short addresses by Hon. 
Thomas M. Patterson, Hon. Thomas F. Walsh, Hon. 
Platt Rogers and others, followed by an illustrated 
lecture by Gifford Pinchot, forester of the United States 
department of agriculture, entitled “The Government 
and the Forest Reserves.” 

This meeting will be a distinctively western one, and 
its proceedings of special interest to all concerned with 
the forest problems before the western states—fires, 
grazing, relation of forests to water supply ete. The 
federal government more than ten years ago recognized 
the importance of the preservation of the forests in pro- 
tecting the timber resources and conserving the water 
supply, and there have now been established in the 
states and territories west of the Mississippi forty forest 
reserves, containing nearly 47,000,000 acres. 

The address of welcome at the opening session Tues- 
day, August 27, 10:30 a. m., will be delivered by Hon. 
Thomas M. Patterson, United States senate. 

It is expected that the president of the association, 
Hon. James Wilson, secretary of agriculture, will attend 
the meeting and preside at one or more sessions. 


A partial list of speakers at the meeting and their 
subjects follows: 

2. L. Fellows, Denver, Colo.—‘The Hydrography of Colo- 
rado.”’ 

George LB. Sudworth, Bureau of Forestry, Washington, 
D. C.—‘Forests and Their Relations to Agriculture and 
Manufacturing Industries.” 

S. J. Holsinger, Phenix, Ariz.—‘The Boundary Line Be- 
tween the Forest and the Desert.” 

Prof. R. H. Forbes, Tucson, Ariz.—‘The Open Range and 
the Irrigation Farmer.” 

R. L. Fulton, Reno, Nev.—‘“The Reclamation of the Arid 
Region.” 

William L. Hall, Bureau of Forestry, Washington, D. C.— 
“Progress in Tree Planting.” 

Prof. A. J. McClathchie, Phenix, Ariz.—“The Eucalypts 
as American Forest Trees.” : 

T. P. Lukens, Pasadena, 
Watersheds.” 

Prof. L. H. Pammel, Ames, lowa—Some Phases of the 
Growth of the Cultivated Trees in Iowa.” 

George H. Maxwell, Chicago—‘Irrigation and the Forest.” 

Prof. William R. Dudley, Stanford Uuniversity, Califor- 
nia—‘“The Santa Lucia Silver Fir (Abies venusta); The 
(Utility of Its Protection from Fire.” 

F. H. Newell, hydrographer, United States Geological Sur- 
vey, Washington, D. C.—‘‘Forests and Reservoirs.” 

Gifford Pinchot, forester, Washington, D. C.—‘Grazing in 
the Forest Reserves.” 

Ed. M. Griffith, Bureau of Forestry, Washington, D. C.— 
“The Black Hills Forest Reserve.” 

William H. Knight, Los Angeles, Cal. 


Letters to the Editor. 


A Question of Grade. 

MEMPHIS, TENN., July 26.—AMERICAN LUMBERMAN: To 
settle the contention that we are having with a manufacturer 
of lumber we would like to have you give us your opinion as 
to the gate of the following: A 1-inch gum board 12 feet 
long, 10 inches wide, with two feet of rot on the end but 
otherwise free from all defects excepting the sap. Of course 
we would like to have your opinion on the board as it is 
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measured full. 

[By the rules of the National Hardwood Lumber Asso- 
ciation it is difficult to see how this could be anything 
but common. Two feet of rot on the end is certainly 
not a standard defect. First and seconds admit in 10 
and 12-inches wide two standard defects or their equiv- 
alent. In common, however, there is this rule: “Pieces 
6 inches and over wide must work 75 percent clear in 
not over three pieces.” The board in question will work 
83 percent clear in one piece. The only question would 
be in regard to sap, but the rule on this point is that 
“slightly discolored sap is no defect in the common 
grade.”—Ep1ror. | 
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THE EDITOR’S EUROPEAN OBSERVATIONS. 





London’s Inadequate Dock Facilities Have fore Than a Counterpart in Liverpool—The Mersey 


Dock Board Slights the Lumber Trade—[llanchester Gains at Liverpool’s 
Expense—Something Remarkable in Mahogany. 





Dock Troubles at Liverpool.—7. 


There has been considerable discussion in London of 
the inadequate dock facilities for timber and lumber, and 
a royal commission has been sitting for quite a while 
hearing expert evidence bearing upon the allegation that 
the timber trade particularly bas not been hospitably 
entertained and adequately served at the timber docks. 
There is nothing of the sort in London, however, which 
quite equals the attitude of the Mersey dock board, which 
latter has charge of all matters pertaining to the docks 
of Liverpool and has shown an utter disregard of the 
interests of the timber trade of that city. 

Gradually has the dock board encroached upon the 
timber docks to accommodate the steamship companies, 
and during the past year half of the Canada dock has 
been absolutely demolished, and many of the old timber 
firms which have been located there with office and 
yards for a quarter century or half century have been 
obliged to shift for themselves wherever they could in 
other localities, and provide such means as was possible 
for the storage and manipulation of their lumber, Some 
of them chose to take their offices away from the docks 
entirely and remove them to the business portion of 
the city, securing yards as convenient as possible to 
the waterside. Others have gone back a block or two 
from the docks, wherever they could, and relocated their 
offices there. 

Among those who have recently removed from the 
Canada dock in this manner are Farnworth & Jardine, 
Robert Coltart & Co., Ellison, Banks & Welsh, A. F. & D. 
Mackay and others. 

Formerly the Liverpool timber trade was very well 
taken care of at the Brunswick and Toxteth docks at the 
south end of the dock system. The Mersey dock board, 
having conceived a plan for the improvement of the 
south end docks, moved the timber trade to the Huskis- 
son dock and Canada dock in the north end. They got 
nicely settled in this new location when along came 
the dock board, like a woman with the housecleaning 
fever, and began planning for the “improvement” of the 
north end docks. The dock board’s idea of “improvement,” 
while all very well for other lines of merchandise, has 
seemed to threaten the shoving of the timber trade off the 
docks entirely. The Huskisson dock was taken away 
from them, and only recently many of the firms which 
had become firmly established at the Canada dock and 
upon the accompanying storage ground, as I have said, 
were compelled to move. 

It is true that some additional provision has been 
made for the trade, who have been given the North and 
South Carriers’ docks, the Brocklebank dock and Horn- 
by dock, with the waste land to the north. But the 
trouble is that not all these docks are suitable for a 
great portion of the trade. In its improvements the 
board has had especial reference to steamship service; 
but in the timber trade sailing vessels still cut an 
important figure, and will for years. These vessels or 
many of them must have a low quay at which to dis- 
charge at all, and with all it is more convenient than 
a higher one. The Hornby dock had a low quay, but it 
has been raised. The Brocklebank dock still has a low 
quay on the east side but of only about one-third the 
capacity of that portion of Canada dock which has been 
taken away from the trade, and entirely inadequate to 
the number of sailing vessels wishing berths. 

During the period of this curtailment of the dock fa- 
cilities of the timber trade the importance of that trade 
has been increasing, as indicated by the following figures 
from the annual report for 1900 of Farnworth & Jardine, 
showing the total tonnage imports of timber from all 
sources: 


YEAR. TONNAGE, YEAR. TONNAGE 
Poe SIS,841.  1BDE... oc ciecenes 461,313 
CS  Sae Se ee 420,321 
ee SUGGES Bee Oe co crceceocs 494,352 
Sa See Fr 567,544 
fee RTO DEA: BOOB sc 0:10.60 600 008 510,447 
| ae ll CU lle 541,099 
Ss se Ra 567,212 
SPP rrrTriry 422,370 


This attitude of the dock board toward the timber 
trade is not caused by a lack of enterprise and progress, 
because the board has been active in providing for and 
even in anticipating the wants of other lines of freight 
in some cases of much less importance than lumber. 
The tobacco trade, the wool trade, the grain trade, the 
coal trade have all been assiduously catered to; but 
lumber, which at home is among the first of commodities 
to feel a car shortage and is the freight last to be loaded 





timber imports shown by the above table is on this ac- 
count less than it might have been. It is — nat- 
ural that such a freight as lumber should get out of 
the way of the steam freight trade and go out where 
the storage ground required is more easily obtainable, 
The trouble is that the current of natural development 
in lumber freights is in the other direction. A consid- 
erable proportion of the receipts—and naturally of the 
higher class materials—already comes by steamer, either 
as carload parcels or as part cargo. As the white winged 
lumber carriers gradually retire from service an increas- 
ingly large proportion will come as part cargo instead 
of full cargo, and the consignee could not therefore if 
he wished divert it from the main shipping center to 
some outlying port. Indeed he cannot even control the 
wharf at which such a parcel is unloaded; it is put off 
wherever the steamer happens to berth, and he has to 
hunt it up and have it hauled to his yard, at an addi- 
tional expense compared with delivery at the dock where 
he might be located. This condition of things renders 
it necessary for the lumber broker handling such a 
trade to gather with other mercantile lines around the 
main arteries of ocean trade and to accept any neces- 
sary disadvantages which his commodity from its nature 
must be subjected to in competition with other classes 
of freight. In the present case, however, the timber 








A REMARKABLE MAHOGANY CURL. 


at the waterside and usually the one to be left behind 
if the ship cannot take all the cargo, finds its luck pur- 
suing it here. Again, the board in assuming that sailing 
vessels would in time drop out of the timber trade as 
they largely have out of other lines of freight has used 
entirely too much foresight and has anticipated actual 
conditions by several years, unduly decreasing the 
amount of low wharfage at the disposal of the trade. 


Expedients for Relief.—8, 


Just what the remedy is to be for this state of affairs 
it is now hard to determine. Some lumber firms have 
opened offices at Fleetwood and utilized the superior 
storage advantages there obtainable. The Manchester 
ship canal is carrying many full cargoes to Manchester 
for unloading that in the natural course of things should 
stop at Liverpool, and the steady increase in Liverpool’s 


trade of Liverpool feel that they are not being treated 
properly, and they have stirred up things mightily, 
though just what benefit they are to receive from it is 
not yet apparent. They appear to.be afraid of further 
encroachments upon the part of the board, and their 
effort appears to be as much to prevent any further cur- 
tailment of their dock facilities as to secure any 
additional wharfage room. While timber may not 
be as paying a freight to the dock people as some of 
the other commodities, it should have some considera- 
tion because of its importance to other lines of com- 
merce, very few of which could do without it. For- 
merly the timber trade of Liverpool had a representative 
upon the dock board, but this is no longer the case. 
This trouble has not been so aggravated this season as 
it might have been, as arrivals have not been active; 
and this will be seen from the table of imports, consump- 





LIVERPOOL IMPORTS, STOCKS AND CONSUMPTION FOR JUNE. 





















































I™MPORT. CONSUMPTION. STOOK. 
JUNE. From 1st Jan. to 30th June. From lst Jan. to 30th June. 30th June. 
1899 | 1900 1901 1899 1900 1899, | 
Quebec Square WRI ss cisaceantia’ cubic feet.) 13,000] 11.000) _—7, 13,000} 11,000 55,000) 
site, WAMET 55 ssncsesserssecs - 257,000] 99,000| 281,000) 262,000] 156,000 179.000 
Lin... ” Ni, | Nil | Nil 5,000 1,000 Nil 
Other Ports o), -coescccsccosecseeene * 3,000, ,, ~ 3, Nil. 5,000) 
ETI < Sa iatersctntaicienctio- oo 5,000| 7,000) 3,000} 5,000; 17,000 5,000, 
Oregon Pine, Logs & Planks ... oe Nil. Nil. Nil. Nil. Nil. 22,000; 
Californian Redwood ............ a Re, - oa on 15 000, 
Dantzic, &¢,, Fit ......s00.sssee00 “a * a 76, 10,000 64,000 
Swedish and Norway Fir......... “ oa oa Nil. Nil. ,000 
Pitch Pine, Hewn.......s00e...00 sa 107,000} 89,000 226, 296,000! 16 3.000: 
” EN REE Ms 508,000} 448,000 1,768,000} 1,768,000 732, 
we SIAL snncipisghiocinsis a 91,000} 170,000 ; 520, 172,000, 
Oak, Canadian and American... _,, 50,000; 62,000 000} 105, 131,Q00 176,000 
fe II corivnotnininiencpnsonese a 207,000} 156,000, 173,000; 956, 918,000} 1 105,000 
ite a e Nil. Nil. ii. Nil. Nil. 4.000 
ON Sci itt icneesepsuitnnictiastane ~ 21,000} 15,000) 26,000) 40,000} 20,000 19.000) 
Lircb, Logs.... ob 170001 ,000' 23,000) 273, 250,000 78,000 
Wace cia . 17, "000 229,000] 546,000 87,000 
TD citithin palivipeembaliee bp 22,000' 21,000) 140, 157,000 29, 
Kast India Teak, Logs & Planks _,, 24. 47, ‘ 283,000 124, 
IG vier snctscdnaits cseienioees se Nil. Nil. 6 28,000 142,000 
Quebec Pine Deals. ....00.00+0 -Ptg std 7,372); 3, 11,873} 5,599 15,469) 
x2 eee oe ye 2, 2, 3,614 8,170 1,004 
“Pedigrees, 2 $] 9948 15,020 10,600) 30,485) 26,27 wou 
Baltic Ked Deals and boards a oy 880 5 1,018) 
Norway Flooring Boards 2 L616. 1.47 10,097|__ 12,4271 3 344! 


























_NOTE.—The Stock of Spruce Deals does not include what ie held on the Manchester Canal. 
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tion and stocks for June (the date when my observations 
were made), as reported by Farnworth & Jardine, and 
published upon the previous page. 


A Remarkable Mahogany Curl—9. 

I have on yarious occasions referred to mahogany 
logs of remarkable size or figure and have in several 
instances given illustrations representing these extraordi- 
nary characteristics of individual specimens of this 
noble tropical forest giant; and in the AMERICAN LuM- 
BERMAN of April 20 recounted my first—and last—expe- 
rience as a mahogany factor. I have just been handed 
a photograph of a remarkable mahogany curl, which 
is reproduced in the accompanying illustration. 

The farmer’s boy performing his usual daily reluctant 
stunt at the woodpile, with one eye longingly cast at 
his fishing tackle, would be apt to pass up such a 
specimen of firewood and reserve it as a chopping block; 
for ordinary lumber or shingles it would be no more 
acceptable, and carefully severed from the straight 
timber above it would be left beside the stump to rot 
and furnish fertilizing material for the growth of the 
young saplings about it. But in mahogany, as indeed 
in walnut or almost any of the high class cabinet woods, 
such an eccentricity of grain multiplies manyfold the 
value of the piece in which it occurs. As one looks at 
these remarkable convolutions he can but dimly imagine 
what stress in the life history of the tree has so left its 
imprint upon its interior. It is the story of a tragedy, 
with the details left to the imagination. Through it 
all the tree survived, put on a brave appearance and 
hid beneath a commonplace exterior what was revealed 
only to the delighted eye of the mahogany expert in 
London as the saw opened up the trunk. 

Usually these mahogany curls extend for but a few 
feet in the log, but this one is twelve feet in length and 
the log is about three feet thick in its middle diameter. 
The grain is perhaps most distinctly visible in the 
piece in the sling, while the effect of light and shade 
which will be most beautiful when the wood shall be 
polished is suggested by the surface of the recumbent 
piece, with the shadow of the other thrown across it. 

This mahogany log was opened up by Arthur Rush- 
forth, of Bradford, England, at the mahogany mill of 
J. Rushforth & Sons; and in sending me the photograph 
he says: “I think this is of more than ordinary interest, 
it being the longest curl I have seen in an experience of 
more than twenty years in the mahogany trade. It 
is all very richly figured and with the exception of a 
slight inbark is perfect.” 

Arthur Rushforth, by the way, will hereafter figure 
in the export mahogany trade upon his own account, 
as the partnership between himself and Jasper Rush- 
forth, under the firm name of J. Rushforth & Sons, was 
dissolved upon the 22d of last June, Jasper Rushforth 
retaining the home trade and Arthur Rushforth retain- 
ing the export trade. The latter gentleman, according 
to advices received some time ago announcing his inten- 
tion of paying a visit to this country, is probably now 
upon his way to America for the purpose of talking 
high-class mahogany to those interested in that wood. 
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THE MARITIME PROVINCES. 
Ontario. 


Orrawa, Onv., July 29.—Damase Parizeau, wood mer- 
chant of Montreal, Quebec, has received an order from 
a firm in Bordeaux, France, for 750,000 shooks or sets 
of barrel staves, the result of samples of Canadian woods 
distributed by Mr. Parizeau a short time ago. 

Copies of correspondence between Lord Strathcona and 
the imperial war office respecting the use of Canadian 
timber in the construction of barracks in Great Britain 
have been received by the Canadian government, indi- 
eating that in the construction of war department build- 
ings in the United Kingdom the claims of Canadian 
timber will not be lost sight of. The present forms 
of contract call for Baltic and other timbers, but not 
Canadian. 

C. E. Sontum, commercial agent of the dominion gov- 
ernment for Norway and Sweden, reports to the trade 
and commerce department here, under date July 4: 
“These days all the principal log exporters in Norway 
are in Christiania for the annual midsummer log fair, 
but with the present low values of wood goods in the 
consuming markets there must be a very material reduc- 
tion in log pricés to induce merchants to make forward 
log contracts.” He adds that it is hoped the forest 
proprietors have made sufficient money during preced- 
ing years to avoid the necessity of making these reduc- 
tions in prices. Exporters of flooring have sold this 
year’s output at good rates. 

The commissioner of crown lands for Ontario has 
been apprised that the Algoma Central railway will 

in a position to call upon the Ontario government 
for a good portion of its mileage bonus this summer, 
Trains are running from Sault Ste. Marie to Goulas 
Station and beyond that point about forty miles of 
Toadbed are graded and the line is to be completed 
over that stretch within three months. At Goulas Sta- 
tion the Clergue syndicate is erecting a saw mill, with 
daily capacity of 60,000 feet. It is estimated that this 
mill will keep 1,000 lumbermen employed in the woods 
during the winter season to keep the mill going. 

The Ottawa lumbermen’s committee, appointed to 


assist in the arrangements for the entertainment of 
the duke of Cornwall and York, has under consideration 
an elaborate program which is designed to give his 
royal highness a good time and some exhilarating experi- 
ences. It is proposed to construct a flat boat in which 
the prince will shoot the government timber slides at 
the Chaudiere falls on an elaborate scale. The start 
will be made from a point near Britannia, four or five 
miles above the falls, so as to include the rapids at 
Britannia. The royal boat will be escorted by a flotilla 
of canoes and lumbermen’s river boats, in which there 
will be a large number of shantymen dressed in the 
garb of the old time voyageurs. The prince will also 
be privileged to listen to a program of river songs 
as sung by the lusty voyageurs. It is intended to make 
the scene as representative of the lumbering industry of 
Canada as it is possible so to do. 

A-thousand square miles of pine forest are said to 
have been burned over in the fires in the Temiscamingue 
and Kippewa districts which have been raging for two 
or three weeks. Millions of young pines have been de- 
stroyed and many more millions of old pines badly 
damaged. The burned over area is roughly triangular 
and about 1,000 miles in extent. It is bounded north 
by Lake Des Quinze, on the west by Lake Temiscamingue, 
south by Kippewa and Bois France lakes and east by 
Ostabonan lake. While the fire has burned over an ex- 
tensive tract of country, it is quite likely that large 
areas of valuable forest land have escaped destruction. 
The money loss to the Ottawa lumbermen is placed at 
upwards of $1,000,000, and while this loss will be 
felt at once the future loss will if anything be greater. 
The young pines which were destroyed would have been 
commercially valuable in a few years, but it will be 
a generation before new growth can replace them. It 
is said that a good deal of the old pine trees damaged 
by the fires can be cut in a short time and made 
ready for market. The principal losers are the Shepard 
& Morse Company, J. R. Booth, Alexander Lumsden, the 
Hull Lumber Company, Gillies Bros., and MacLachlan 
Bros., of Arnprior. D. B. Rochester, of the Hull Lum- 
ber Company, returned to Ottawa this week from the 
burned district and estimates the loss sustained at 
about $750,000, which is well within the mark. The 
burned territory is on the Quebec side of the Ottawa 
valley and the loss to that province is enormous. 

New Brunswick. 

Sr. Joun, N. B., July 27.—A dispatch from Sault Ste. 
Marie says that H. R. McLellan, of this city, who has 
engaged in several extensive lumber deals, has con- 
tracted with F. H. Clergue to cut 300 cords of wood a 
day on a two years’ contract for the “Soo” iron works, 
the by-products to be extracted and utilized for com- 
mercial purposes by the largest carbonization plant in 
the world. 

A. Cushing & Co. have purchased the mill of the late 
firm of Miller & Woodman, which is close to their 
own mill here, and will soon operate it. It has been 
idle since early last year. Some changes will be made 
before cutting will begin. 

Millions of feet, probably as many as 20,000,000, are 
hung up on the St. John river above Grand Falls, await- 
ing the fall rains. 

Miramichi lumber shipments totaled 41,428,156 feet 
up to June 15 and large quantities have gone forward 
since. 

William Richards, of Boisetown, has an order from 
England for several million feet of maple lumber for 
furniture stock. 

During the six months ended June 30, 2,766 carloads 
of deals were shipped from Halifax to transatlantic 

orts. 

. The Bank of Montreal has secured for $54,200 the 
Sheet Harbor (N. 8S.) lumber property owned by the 
late A. R. Dickey, of Amherst; his property at Moser 
river for $2,500 and that at Liscomb for $2,200. The 
property was sold by the sheriff on a suit by the bank. 

The lumber property of the Nova Scotia Lumber Com- 
pany in Pictou, Halifax and Guysboro counties, Nova 
Scotia, has been sold to a syndicate for something like 
$200,000. Included in the deal are 65,000 acres of tim- 
ber lands, a mill that cost $22,000, booms and piers 
to hold 9,000,000 feet of lumber and a steel tug that 
cost $4,000. 

The mill of J. L. Black & Son, at Aboushagan, near 
Sackville, was destroyed by fire last week, with a 
quantity of lumber. The loss is estimated at about 
$6,000, without insurance. 

The lumber trade is quiet here at present, although 
a number of vessels are loading for foreign ports. 
There is no present demand for ocean tonnage and 
freights have dropped as low as 40 shillings. United 
States demand continues fairly good. 

eer eee 


LIVERPOOL QUOTATIONS. 


John H. Burrell & Co., of Liverpool, have to say con- 
cerning the general market conditions relative to United 
States woods as follows: 


Asn Loas.—Round wood has again arrived freely and the 
value continues low. AsH LumBER.—There has been more 
inquiry for first class planks of good specification. Buack 
WaALNuT Locs.—Prime sizable wood continues in active de- 
mand at satisfactory prices. Medium, small and defective 
wood are too heavily stocked and values are very low. 
BuacK WaLnut LumBer.—Stock of all kinds is too heavy 
and prices are unremunerative. CHestnut Loos.—The de- 
mand is very dull, ELM Logs,—Very little inquiry. H1ck- 
ory Locs.—The inquiry will probably be dull until the 
autumn. Oak Boarps.—The demand for both quartered and 
plain stock is quiet and values are low. Oak s.—Prime 
large hewn coffin wood has been in fair demand, Round logs 
are still inquired for in moderate sized parcels. OAK PLANKS 
(Coffin).—The arrivals have again been heavy and values 
have further receded. Oak PLanKs (Wagon).—The import 
has again been heavy, but this time has consisted largely of 
contract wood. The stock ig greatly in excess of the current 


demand and prices show no improvement. Pitcn Pinp.— 
Hewn wood has arrived in considerable volume and the stock 
is too heavy. The import of sawn timber has been very large 
and much of it has had to be forced off by auction at very 
low prices; the stock on hand is the heaviest recorded for 
some time past. The demand for planks and boards has 
further slackemned and the stock is too heavy. PopLaR 
Logs.—Prime logs of large size continue in fair demand. 
PoPpLaR LUMBER.—The demand for planks continues dull. 
Prime wide unplaned boards are fairly inquired for and good 
prices are obtainable for the best brands, but shippers‘ ideas 
are generally above the market here. Planed boards are 
overstocked and sales continue very difficult to effect, even at 
low prices. Satin WaLNutT Locs.—The demand is very dull. 
Satin Wa.LNut LuMsBer,—There is but little inquiry and 
values rule low. : ; 

In the wood circular issued by Edward Chaloner & 
Co., of Liverpool, the following prices are quoted as 
current in that market on July 1: 

Pitch Pine Loes.—Hewn—1s 2d to is7d a cubic foot: 
sawn, 104d to 1s3d. Planks, 11d to 1s1d a cubic foot, and 
for boards, 1310d to 15s a standard. Oak Locs.—1s 64d to 
2s 3d a cubic foot and planks 1s6d to 2g a cubic foot. 
AsH.—1s 8d to 283d. Wuirewoop.—1s 4d to 1s 9d. Hicx- 
ory.—1s 8d to 2s. WaLNuT.—2s 6d to 5s 64. 
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Alabama. 

Bon Secour—A boiler explosion at the mill of Lyons, 
Swift & Co. killed one man and injured several others and 
did damage to the extent of several thousand dollars. 

Arkansas. 

Mansfield—The plant and yards of the Mansfield Lumber 
Company were burned last week. The loss was $10,000; 
partially insured. 

Nettleton—The Keich stave plant was burned last week. 
Loss about $30,000; insurance, $5,000. 

New Lewisville (near)—The sawmill 
City Lumber Company was burned July 
at $30.080: insurance, $15,000. 

Indiana. 

Lebanon—The plant of the Lebanon Novelty Works was 
totally destroyed by fire. Loss estimated at $10,000; in- 
surance, $3,000. 

Richmond—Fire destroyed the lumber yard of William 
Cain and the planing mill — by Fry Bros. on July 29. 

owa, 

Davenport—The mill and lumber yard of the Weyer- 
haueser-Denkmann Company were totally destroyed by fire 
July 25, causing a $400,000 loss; insurance, $156,250. 

Maine. 

Oxford—The saw mill owned by E. A. King Company was 

burned July 22, causing a loss of $3,000; insured. 
Massachusetts, 

Becket Center (near)—-The saw mill belonging to Frank 
Curtiss was destroyed by fire last week. 

Worcester—Hatch & Barnes’ factory was burned July 24. 
The loss is estimated between $35,000 and $50,000; par- 
tially covered by insurance. 

Michigan. 

Grand Rapids—The planing mill of Jacob Reelman was 

burned July 23; was damaged about 50 percent; insured for 


, 


lant of the Kresse 
0. Loss estimated 


Minnesota. 


Austin—The stock of Philpott & Palmer was damaged 

about 50 percent by fire on July 26; insurance, $10,000. 
Missouri. 

Joplin—The plant of the Lavin Planing Mill Company was 
totally destroyed by fire July 23. The hoes is estimated at 
$6,000, with no insurance. 

Montana. 

Bozeman (near)—Fire destroyed the saw mill belonging to 
Bates & Co. on July 18, causing a loss of about $4, ; no 
insurance. 

New Hampshire. 

Nashua—On July 26 the cooperage plant of Proctor Bros. 
was burned, causing a loss of about $200,000; insurance 
about $70,000. 

Oregon. 

Amity (near)—-The saw mill of Dodge Simmons was 

burned July 24. Loss is estimated at $10,000. 
Pennsylvania. 

Hazelton—The lumber yard and planing mill belonging 
to C. H. Knellis were burned July 24. Estimated loss, 
$12,000; insurance, $2,500. 

South Carolina. 

Georgetown—A boiler in the saw mill of the Winyah 
Lumber Company exploded last week, wrecking the plant and 
killing three men. 

Vermont. 

Middlebury—The sash, blind and woodworking plant of 
Rogers & Wells was burned last week. The loss is said to 
be about $10,000, with an insurance of $5,000. 

Newport—The veneer plant of Blair & DeLarm was de- 
stroyed by fire July 24. The loss is placed at $20,000 and 
insurance is $5,000. 

Virginia. 


Petersburg—W. L. Davis’ planing mill and sash, door and 
blind factory were destroyed by fire July 25. Estimated loss 
$18,000, with $6,000 insurance. 

Wisconsin. 

Butternut (near)—The lumber yard of the Hollister Bros. 
Lumber Company was burned July 24. The loss is about 
$30,000, partially covered by insurance. 

Cedar—Fire partially destroyed the cedar yard of the 
Pau! Weed Cedar Company on July 20. Loss about $4,000, 
with no insurance. 

Canada. 


Aboushagan, N. B.—The mill of J. L. Black & Son was 
burned last week, entailing a loss of about $6,000, with no 
insurance. 

Grand Forks, B. Cents saw mill at Smelter Lake 
was destroyed by fire July 25. The total loss is estimated 
at $30,000, partially insured. The mill will be rebuilt at 
once. 

West Robson, B. C.—The Yale-Columbia Lumber ea 
ny's mills were burned. Loss, $30,000; insured for $22,000. 
Mexico, 

Juarez—On July 19 the yards of Pierce & Wilson were 
destroyed by fire. Loss estimated at $3,000, with $7,500 
insurance in Mexican money. 

Se el 


THE NEW STURTEVANT PLANT. 


The plans of the B. F. Sturtevant Company so far as 
perfected for its new plant at Hyde Park, Mass., con- 
template an engine and electrical shop of gallery type 
120x400 feet; two buildings each 80x400 feet and three 
stories. high for blowers, heaters, forges, galvanized iron 
work, exhaust heads etc., and a foundry 120x400 feet. 
In addition independent office, power and pattern stor- 
age buildings are planned for. re proof or slow burn- 
ing construction will be the rule throughout and the 
fire risk reduced to an absolute minimum. 
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Seeing the Right Man, 

In Mattoon, when it was all over, it was amusing to 
think how at daybreak the clang of the fire bell, not 100 
feet from my window, caused me to jump from my 
pajamas into my Scotch tweeds. There has been an epi- 
demic of fires in that Illinois town and no one knows 
what tale the fire bell will tell next. A church, stores, 
residences, one after another, have gone up in smoke. 
My raven locks, which stood on end from fear, had hardly 
gotten smoothed down when Jesse Andrews invited me 
to climb into his carriage behind his team of ponies, He 
must have seen that I was agitated and took this way 
to assure me that I was not to be burned in Mattoon 
on this trip. 

Mr. Andrews is one of the three Andrews brothers, 
known the state over as among the most successful 
Illinois yard men, and wherever one of them is the lumber 
is rolling out. Mr. Andrews has two yards in Mattoon, 
and when be told me this I asked if he was running one of 
them as a blind. “No,” said he, “our sign as big as life 
is over both of them, yet there have been instances when 
farmers have got figures at the other yard and then 
would come here for us to compete against ‘them fellers 
down on the Central track!’ ” 

Speaking of a vacation, Mr. Andrews said he would 
rather go on a month’s trip with his father than any 
other man. To me it is a beautiful sight to see parents 
and children living so close together. 

I wish at every yard I could see the right man, but 
often I do not. <A letter recently came to me from a 
northern Illinois town, the yard man complaining that I 
did not go to see him when there. He said for years he 
had been wanting me to visit him, “and now you have 
been here and gone,” he wrote. I was sorry, but it was a 
matter past my helping. I was at the office of this yard 
man, gave my card to a man at the desk who hardly 
looked at it, and who undoubtedly threw it into the waste 
basket, tried to chat a little with him, was told that the 
proprietor would not be around until some time in the 
afternoon, took a look at the yard and went on my way. 
In Mattoon I came near missing R. A. Gabbert, of the 
Moore-Gabbert Company, and knowing what I do now it 
would be a thing to regret if I had. I left the yard, for 
some reason turned back, and when walking through the 
shed Mr. Gabbert drove in. Being asked if he was one of 
the proprietors he said he was, and then began one of 
the most enjoyable and instructive seances I had held in 
a month. 

Study of Planing Mill Methods. 

Mr. Gabbert is a planing mill man for your life. For 
five hours he did not do a stroke of work, and during 
that time I learned a heap. I had interviewed a great 
many planing mill men, and had not discovered that one 
of them knew where he was “at.” Several of them pos- 
sibly knew this, but if so they either failed, or were not 
to the pains, to make it clear to me. The planing mill 
business is conducted on the hop, skip and jump prin- 
ciple. There are many yard men who are running planing 
mills and trusting to a kind providence for a result 
that will not bust them. They do not get down on their 
marrow bones and figure on it. In a recent article Mr. 





“T went with the rest.” 


Mills, of Decatur, was quoted as saying that he doubted 
if there is a planing mill in that town that has made 
money. Mr. Mills is one of the oldest planing mill men 
in Decatur, a man of intelligence who can size up a sit- 
uation, and no doubt he was talking about the champion 
planing mill town of the state, for if elsewhere there is 
a town in which three of the five yard men run mills of 
the size of those in Decatur I am ignorant of it. Seeing 
there is so much going it blind in this line I am of the 
opinion that the information so kindly and freely given 
by Mr. Gabbert ought to be worth a large amount of 
money to the planing mill men of the country. 








Mr, Gabbert knows where he stands—that is the main 
idea. If he is on firm ground he knows it, and if his 
feet are settling in the quicksands he knows that. First 
and last the Moore-Gabbert Company’s mill has turned 
out a large amount of work, including some big jobs. The 
company had the finishing of the government building 
in Omaha, the bid for the work being $18,000. One year 
in the interest of the little mill Mr. Gabbert traveled 
36,000 miles. 

By a system of tickets every piece of work is followed 
through the mill, and it is known how many hours of 
labor are expended on it. A close account is kept of the 
amount of material used and its value. In addition Mr. 
Gabbert knows the operating expenses of the mill. To 
arrive at this, at the end of every year a total is made 
of the cost of coal, lights, insurance, repairs, interest 
ete., which divided by the number of hours worked during 
the year gives the expense per hour. 

Yor a series of years the expense per hour for oper- 
ating has not varied 2 cents either way from 30 cents. 

I made a paragraph of that statement so you will not 
pass it by. I want every yard man who runs a planing 
mill to know that outside of the cost of material and 
labor, every hour one of his men works it is at a cost of 
30 cents for operating expenses, and that this amount 
should be added to the estimate. 

While sitting by Mr. Gabbert’s desk a gentleman came 
in and asked what would be the price of an ice box like 
the one the company made for him three years ago. 
“Drop in after dinner and I will give you the figures,” 
said Mr. Gabbert. Then the latter explained that if his 
memory served him right no money was made on the first 
box. Reference was made to the data on file concerning 
the box, covering the cost of material, hours of work, cost 
of operating, and taking this as a stand a price was 
pitched for the second one. “This data helps me to 
correct my former errors,” said Mr. Gabbert. 

And this is precisely what this data does. It is on file 
all the time for reference. If a job was done for too low 
a figure that fact is known, and a repetition of it can be 
avoided, If a round profit is shown, and like work is 
to be done again, with competition close, a brief study 
of the records shows how much the former price can be 
shaved. Mr. Gabbert has a series of tickets which are 
used in connection with his planing mill work, but these 
really are of minor importance, for if you are interested 
in the system you will readily find a way for carrying it 
out. 

Mr. Gabbert says he no longer figures on a job as such. 
That is, he will not take the specifications of an archi- 
tect and agree to do the job for so much money. He 
itemizes the bill, agreeing to furnish the items named 
for a certain amount, but beyond this he will not go. He 
says he will not be held responsible for the mistakes of 
architects or contractors, or for the blunders of car- 
penters when putting the finish in place, 

The Moore-Gabbert Company has a shed 52x300 feet 
which is sided part way up with beveled stuff, thus 
leaving plenty of space through which the air can come. 

Perhaps you have heard that white cedar fence posts 
will freeze out of the ground. So have T, but only once, 
and that was today. A farmer wanted 600 Tennessee red 
cedar posts, for which he would have to pay 40 cents 
each, saying he would not use white cedar for he posi- 
tively knew that the frost upheaves them. 

After we had talked planing mill and several other 
things Mr. Gabbert drove out in the country, literally 
going around the town. I can’t swear that his trotter 
liked it, but we did. Mattoon lies in the broom corn 
belt, and at the present price of this corn the farmers will 
have a snap—that is, if they raise any broom corn. 


In Famous Paris. 


Don’t laugh at that heading, for in the retail lumber 
world this town in Illinois is destined to become famous, 
just as York, Neb., is famous. Owing to circumstances 
over which I had no control, my stay in Paris was not 
a short one. It was so hot I thought every day that I 
might melt and run down the creek, and fearing they 
might lose sight of me in this way the paper advised me 
to take life as easy as possible and go as slow as I could. 
That advice was about my size. I read that portion of 
the letter to a drummer with whom I had become rather 
familiar, and he asked what kind of a blank house I 
worked for. I told him the best in the world. He said 
if he should receive such instructions he would rent a 
refrigerator for the next month, 

For some reason the longer I tarried in Paris the more 
fun I had. I wanted to carry away with me some Pari- 
sian fashions, so I had a black band put on my hat by 
a pretty millinery girl, and a crease pressed in my pants 
legs by a tailor man. Then one day there was a fire. 
The department rushed down the street and hundreds of 
people followed. I had been complaining that the 103 
temperature had about done me up, but the moment the 
engine rattled by away I went with the rest of them. 
I took my aldermanice form down the street in quick 
time. I would quit an employer who on a hot day would 
require me to run as I ran to that fire. People would 
say he ought to be sent to the pen for cruelty to animals. 
Here was another illustration that it is ourselves, riot 
others, who make fools ef us. If we were as good to 
ourselves as the world is good to us we would get along 
as well as a clam at high tide. Jt is the next thing to 





impossible for the world to injure a man, but he can 
easily injure himself, and in one way or other every 
one of us is doing it day in and day out. 


Half a Million Invention, 

Through the dining room window of the New Paris 
hotel (why it is called “new” would stump Solomon) 
every few minutes could be heard a whizzing and buzzing, 
and we would prick up our ears and ask what it was. I 
told a minister from Denver that it must be a lawn 
mower, I didn’t know whether it was a lawn mower, 
sausage grinder or somebody winding his Waterbury 


watch, but when a fellow is out in a crowd he must pre- 


tend to know something. That afternoon I met William 
Everett, a former hardwood saw mill man who was hunt- 
ing for some coons to dig out stumps for him, and he 
asked me if I had seen the Craig & Fleming rotary en- 
gine that was on exhibition in the rear of the hotel at 
which I was stopping. What! Craig’s rotary engine? 
Then it came to me that I had seen mention of this inven- 
tion in a scientific paper. It did not say in this paper 
that Craig is a saw mill man, but that is what he is, and 
therefore he legitimately falls into my hopper. 

This rotary beats anything you have ever seen in the 
shape of an engine unless you have seen this one. Im- 
agine a plain cylinder, say a foot long and eight or ten 
inches in diameter, with a steam pipe running in at 
one end of the mandrel and out of the other, this 
cylinder whizzing like a top, and you have in mind a 
picture of it. 

“Tt is now making 2,500 revolutions a minute and [ 
wish you would time it to a standstill,” said Mr. Craig. 
I pulled on it the stop watch with which I time the 
yard men’s trotters all over the country, and in two 
seconds the cylinder had come to a dead halt. In the 
same length of time, as near as I could gage it, it was 
making 2,500 revolutions again. The same lever stops 
or starts it in either direction. It matters not which 
way it runs; there is no backward or forward to it. 
For a quarter of a century I have mixed with machinery 
to some extent, and when looking at this: little engine 
my bump of curiosity swelled up so that it pushed my 





“They threw up their hands.” 


hat off my head. “Come up to my room and tell me 
about it,” I said to Mr. Craig, 

“How did you come to invent it?” I asked after we 
had climbed the stairs and were leaning our elbows 
on a four shilling table. 

“Tom Fleming started in to make it and got balked,” 
said he. “He came down to my mill plant near Herrin, 
in Williamson county, to work, and I looked the engine 
over. “Tom, I can make that thing go.’ I said to him. 
That was on Saturday, and on the following Monday 
it was running. 

“*We have got it,’ said Tom with enthusiasm, ‘but 
what are we going to do with it? ‘Start for Washing- 
ton tomorrow,’ said I, ‘But the money to go there with?’ 
queried Tom. We got hold of the money all right, went 
to Washington and talked with some of the patent 
office authorities about rotary engines, and they told us 
there were on file 2,262 patents on the rotary, and in- 
timated that we had better go home and save our money. 
Then we brought in the little engine, and they threw up 
their hands and echoed Tom’s words that we had got it! 

“We built a 12-horse power engine which for three 
months has been running the cut-off saw and other side 
machinery in my mill. It was carried to the mill in a 
buggy; and a man could have carried it on his back. 
We can build a 100-horse power machine for $100 that 
will not weigh to exceed 300 pounds, In the litttle en- 
gine I am running here, which is 2-horse power, there are 
only four parts inside the cylinder which will wear out, 
and they can be replaced for 25 cents each.” ; 

“Have you been offered $500,000 for your invention, 
as reported?” I asked. 

“T was offered that amount for it twice. The propo- 
sition was made to me by a banker in the interests of 
New York capitalists, I learned. You can say if you 
want to that the engine was perfected in Hoodlumville, 
the name the town goes by that has grown up around 
my mill. Why is it called that? Because it is rae 
tough.” 

“How would you attach the engine to a shaft?” | asked. 

“I would box it, thus making it the center of a pul- 
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ley,” was the reply. Therefore all the engine that could 
be seen would be the center of a pulley! This may come 
to you in the form of astonishment. It did to me. 

I am not aware what objections will be raised to this 
engine, but unless they be valid the machine will create 
something of a revolution in the industrial world. Mr. 
Craig and I talked over some of the uses to which it 
could be applied. We agreed that for dynamos and 
automobiles it would be excellent. Much speculation on 
the subject, however, is fruitless. The engine stands in 
a class entirely by itself and must make its way. 

That, in part, is the story told to me by John T. Craig, 





“Asked him if he wanted a job.” 


the hardwood saw mill man, and the result of whose 
labors for forty-eight hours has staggered the mechan- 
ical world. Mr, Craig is not a crank on this rotary 
engine, or on any other subject, so far as I could ob- 
serve. If I owned the invention I would blow a hun- 
dred times more about it than he does. 

A Gathering of Walnut. 

T. A. Foley runs a carriage factory, and when about to 
start for his mill we climbed into his rig he referred to 
the old saying about the shoemaker wearing poor shoes, 
and said it might apply to a carriage manufacturer as 
well. His carriage, come to look it over, might easily 
be placed as having belonged to a physician who during 
a lifetime rode in it on his missions of curing and 
killing people; but a carriage when compared to a man 
is of no moment whatever, and I was as content as | 
would have been in one of King Edward’s vehicles. 

Mr. Foley has the reputation of knowing what hard- 
wood is and runs one of the many small hardwood mills 
in this section. Walnut and oak are the woods he handles 
principally. There was walnut in pile which Mr. Foley 
says is worth $125 a thousand. When sawing walnut he 
uses a 14-gage circular, and a 10-gage in oak. We all 
have our troubles and one of Mr, Foley’s is that his 
saws often run into nails. To the walnut trees signs 
were secured, and for other reasons nails were driven 
into them. He bought a walnut grove and peeled every 
log in order that he might the more readily detect any 
nails there might be in it. 

“What is that log worth?” I asked, pointing to a large 
one. 

“Well,” said Mr. Foley, with some degree of caution, 
“we don’t want the farmers to get onto these things, 
but that log is worth $100.” 

Walnut, however, is getting scarce. These small mills 
slash away when they have a log supply, and when the 
supply is exhausted the fire in the furnace is permitted 
to die down. I have seen dozens of these mills, but as yet 
not one running. Mr. Foley keeps as a curiosity a mag- 
nificent board that was sawed in 1844, 

The other day when tearing along on a Big Four 
train was one of the times when my feathers drooped. 
A little group of talkative fellows was commenting on 
the country, and at one station several large logs were 
being unloaded from wagons, hauled in from what dis- 
tance nobody knew. One man guessed these logs were 
walnut; another said they were poplar. “What are 
they?” a Kentuckian confidently appealed to me. “I 
don’t know,” I answered. I had been telling this man 
how many years I had been connected with lumber jour- 
nalism, intimating, of course, that I knew all about the 
lumber business, and having heard my answer he cast 
a look of doubting pity upon me as though I were a 
bald headed impostor. What could I do? Nothing but 
slide down in my seat while the train sped on. If I 
had told this man from Kentucky that the logs were 
Lebanon cedar it would have gone with him. I suppose 
I ought to have told him some such thing. I have 
noticed that occasionally when I am honest [ get it in 
the neck. 





The last membership list of the Illinois Lumber Deal- 
ers’. Association, revised to July 15, shows an active 
membership of 422 retail members, while the wholesale 
list includes not only wholesalers of Chicago and other 
points in Illinois but in Alabama, Indiana, Iowa, Louis- 
lana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, 
Texas, Washington and Wisconsin, with one lone mem- 

t located in British Columbia. 
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REVIEW OF THE TRADE. 


In shipments of anthracite coal from the mines to 
the west, July made a record scarcely better than June; 
perhaps no better. The reports are not all in but the 
months starts out that way. The gap is widening 
steadily between the business of 1900 and 1901. It is 
impossible to say at this time what this present de- 
crease means. Independent interests that are not now 
pushing the sale of anthracite coal as they did a year 
ago are of the opinion that other fuels are superseding 
anthracite and they offer in justification of that view 
the statement that “smokeless” coals have had a re- 
markably successful season to date. One of the largest 
producers of West Virginia smokeless coal has booked 
enough business, say his representatives, to keep the 
mines working to their extreme capacity all the coming 
winter and for that reason is turning down the new in- 
quiries that are now appearing. Chicago coal men 
who have been going out after the local flat or apart- 
ment building business say there is a noticeable turn 
this summer from anthracite to the West Virginia coals 
because of the relative cheapness of the latter, the pro- 
prietors taking the chance of objectionable smoke on 
account of the large saving of coal. Purveyors of gas 
house coke also, another possible substitute for anthra- 
cite, are also active and say they are making headway 
toward a more general adoption of that form of fuel 
for domestic use. Taking those claims at face value, in 
conjunction with the restricted business in anthracite, 
a prima facia case appears to be made out against the 
latter. Of course everyone admits the selling qualities 
of anthracite on a relatively fair basis with the other 
fuels and moreover sellers of anthracite. are not dis- 
posed to acknowledge that they are losing ground. The 
statistics of production are in their favor, for never 
has the output of anthracite been as large as this year. 
If less than usual has come west it is because it could 
not be spared in the east and because there remains 
ample time for the needs of the west to be looked after. 
This restriction of shipments to the west fits in also 
with the supposed policy of the producing companies to 
save the markets from the appearance of heaviness. 
But that the scant western inquiry is the sole reason 
for the feeble transportation from mines thitherward 
cannot be supposed for a moment, for the gaunt docks, 
hungry for receipts, would be a complete refutation, It 
is on the whole a very curious state of affairs, which 
only time can elucidate. 

While receipts of most shippers are thus very light— 
there being an exception or two to prove the rule— 
the demand also is of the most fragile character; that 
is, the demand in the west. Purchases by dealers were 
somewhat livelier during the last few days of July but 
the numbers of buyers who have been taking advantage 
of the larger July discount are not so large as those who 
bought a month or two earlier. There is nothing palpa- 
ble regarding the movement of anthracite to the Mis- 
souri river. Doleful crop news may have kept back 
orders two weeks ago but now that the situation is more 
cheerful there should soon be a little buying of anthra- 
cite out that way if freight rates are right. Taking 
effect August 1, the wholesale price of anthracite ad- 
vances 10 cents per ton or to $5.90, Chicago, for egg, 
stove and chestnut, Another advance of 10 cents is due 
September 1, according to program. 

It may have been the generous trade in West Virginia 
smokeless coals, alluded to above, that is the cause, but, 
taking effect August 1, prices of smokeless fuels have 
been marked up 10 cents a ton. This rise is viewed 
with equanimity by most large dealers, for they have 
already contracted for their supposed needs during the 
coming season, having taken advantage of the low quo- 
tations that have prevailed ever since last spring, 
coupled with the bountiful terms respecting deliveries 
that have been made by shippers. There is a little 
uneasiness in this branch of the trade lest when cold 
weather comes the roads may not be able to get forward 
from West Virginia mines all the coal that will be 
needed. ‘The uneasiness is shared by railroad traffic 
and coal mining people jointly and an evidence of the 
formers’ perturbation of mind is that the plan of erect- 
ing at Chicago a large storage house for all-rail coal 
from West Virginia is under consideration by one of 
the eastbound trunk lines. It would contain a reserve 
fund, so to speak, to draw upon when rail equipment 
proved insufficient. 

This strength in West Virginia products is not gen- 
eral, and cannot be said fairly: to typify the present 
tone of bituminous markets, considered as a whole. 
There is reported a strengthening of prices of bituminous 
coals in Kansas, owing to an advance in the wage scale 
just granted, but there, too, there is a special cause for 
the rise. The price of dock coal at upper lake ports has 
eased off about 15 cents a ton, owing, it is said, to more 
than the usual competition among the dock companies. 
However, some of the latter are said to be already per- 
suaded that it is unbusinesslike thus to throw away 
revenues and when conversion to that view shall be- 
come a little more general the pendulum of prices is 
likely to swing upward again. 

Slowly but surely the situation is improving in ac- 
tivity. Dealers are reporting a better trade. Threshing 
is quite general throughout the west and everybody is 
doing a little business.. But everybody might also do 
a little more, most of the dealers a good deal more, so 
that there is nothing rushing about the state of the 
market, However, it is regarded as a good beginning and 
anticipation dwells upon. the probability that the vol- 
ume of trade thus inaugurated will grow steadily until 


it shall attain the usual satisfying autumn proportions. 
Prices of western fuels are as a rule without change. 
Screenings continue scarce and form the brightest spot 
of the situation. It is said that the quantity of washed 
western coal is increasing, and as the demand is chiefly 
for the better grades of fine coal this change is in the 
right direction. 

Coke tends towards easiness. Demand is largely cur- 
tailed by the continued idleness of foundries at Chicago, 
because of the molders’ strike. 
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THE UNION ASSOCIATION OUTING. 


As announced in the previous issue of the LUMBERMAN, 
the Union Association of Union Dealers purposes to hold 
its midsummer outing amid the lumber producing points 
of north Michigan and north Wisconsin, using the Ann 
Arbor and Pere Marquette railroads, their steamship 
lines and the Chicago & North-Western railway. Secre- 
tary F. M. Smith, in a circular just issued from Newark, 
Ohio, announces that any member of a sister retail deal- 
ers’ association is invited to participate in the trip and 
should make his application through his own associa- 
tion secretary; a similar invitation is extended to any 
retail or wholesale Jumber dealer not now a member of 
the Union association, “providing they become members 
of this association on or before the departure of the 
train from Toledo, August 16.” 

The Central Passenger Association has authorized the 
sale of tickets at one and one-third fare for the round 
trip to Toledo from all Ohio points and territory in west- 
ern Pennsylvania over which they have control. These 
tickets will be on sale August 16 only, and good returning 
twenty days from date of sale. The cost of the trip 
entire will be as follows: One in a berth, $20; two in 
a berth, $12.50 each. 

The Itinerary. 

Leave Toledo at 12.05 a. m, August 17. Arrive at Cadil- 
lac 7 a. m, Leave Cadillac 6 p. m., 17th. Evening of 17#h 
and Sunday, 18th, will be spent at Crystal lake, one of the 
most beautiful resorts in northern Michigan. Leave Crystal 
lake 7 p. m, for Frankfort, taking the Ann Arbor steamer for 
Menominee, Mich., arriving at Menominee and Marinette, 
Wis., Monday morning, August 19, Leave Menominee at 4 
p. m. for Oconto, Wis., visiting mills of Holt Lumber Com- 
pany. Leave Oconto evening same day, arriving at Rhine- 
lander for breakfast morning of 20th, proceeding via the 
Sault Ste. Marie to Woodboro, visiting the mills of the 
George BE. Wood Lumber Company; returning to Rhine- 
lander, proceed via Chicago & North-Western railway to 
Arbor Vite, Lac du Flambeau and Odanah. Leave Odanah 
morning 21st for Ashland. Leave Ashland midnight 21st 
for Hayward, Rice lake, Mason, Eau Claire, Chippewa Falls 
on 22d. Arrive at Wausau morning 23d. Leave Wausau 
afternoon same day, arriving at Manitowoc at night, taking 
Pere Marquette steamer for Ludington, Mich. Ludington 
and Manistee 24th. Arrive Muskegon evening 24th. Sun- 
day, 25th, will be spent at Muskegon Beach hotel. Leave 
Muskegon evening 25th, arriving Saginaw early morning 
26th. Leave Saginaw for Toledo, arriving about 10 p. m. 
26th, 

It is urged that every one going on the trip arrange 
to be in Toledo as early as possible on the morning of 
August 16, at the Boody house, that proper assignments 
for berths may be made without delay. All applications 
for berths must be accompanied by a check for $5, to be 
applied to the credit of the applicant. Secretary Smith 
calls especial attention to the fact that special and 
adequate provision has been made for all ladies accom- 
panying the excursion. 


Reported by Retailers. 


Giving the Mills a Chance, 

GLEN Exper, KAN., July 27.—Just now we are up against 
the real thing. We were fortunate enough to get some wheat 
which is making from eight to twenty-five bushels an acre, 
but there will be no corn at all, and very little rough feed 
for stock except wheat straw. We do not expect very much 
trade this year, but it will give the mills a good chance to 
accumulate a stock. We do not think they will be bothered 
much from this part of the country. 

Dickinson LuMBgR COMPANY. 


Prices the Highest in a Generation. 

MORRISONVILLE, ILL., July 26.—-Wheat and oats are mak- 
ing about one-half a crop, the former because of the fly and 
the latter because of dry weather, and the hay crop is short 
for the latter reason. With plenty of rain and cooler 
weather immediately the corn crop will be only fair. It is 
excessively hot and dry now and if this torrid weather con- 
tinue another week the corn crop will be cut one-half in 
Christian county. The potato crop is almost a failure, 

My trade has been better than for several years, but the 
continual advance in the prices of doors and sash and all 
grades of lumber above common is likely to cut down fall 
trade. Good grades of lumber are higher than they have 
been in the thirty-one years that I have been in the business. 

BE. 8. SHULL, 
Impressions Before the Advent of Rain 

Emporia, KAN., July 25.—Up to thirty days ago trade was 
never better and prospects were bright for summer and fall 
trade, At the present writing our hopes, as well as the 
corn crop, are all blasted; there is altogether a different 
outlook. For the thirty days just past we do not think 
there has been a single day when the thermometer has not 
reached the 100 mark and upward. During all this time we 
have had no rain and there is none in sight, and at this 
writing there appears to be no end to the heat. Our corn is 
all gone—will not make good fodder. We are still in hopes 
that we will get some rain that will make a crop of kaffir 
corn and cane; that is standing the drouth better. Prairie 
hay is a failure; it is worth on our streets from $10 to $12 
a ton. The alfalfa has been good; two good crops have been 
cut and the third cutting will be fair if we have rain soon. 
Alfalfa has stood the hot weather better than anything else. 
It is a great crop to raise and we hope more farmers will 
raise more of it, as it is a sure thing. We have had a good 
crop of wheat, but there is not a great quantity raised here 
as compared with corn. Where corn is a failure it makes 
the stock interest a failure also, and these two things we 
have to depend upon. 

Trade up to thirty days ago was fine—never better since 
we have been in business, Since then hardly a new Dill has 
been figured on. What is done is city trade, which has been 
good. We do not look for any new business in the country 
for at least a year. Up to thirty days ago it was away 
ahead of last year. 

I do not like to write this way, but it is no use to dis- 
guise the facts. While it is going to be pretty hard on some 
of our farmers, on the whole they are in pretty good oe 
to go along for another year. What makes it bad for the 
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lumberman Is that they will not have any oa to build new 

houses, barns or sheds; it will take what they have put aside 

to carry them along until another crop shall be raised. 
Watson-BaLLWEeG LUMBER COMPANY. 


Farmers’ Fall Trade Reduced. 

CARTHAGE, Mo., July 25.—In this section a good crop of 
wheat was harvested and the grain is of fine quality, All 
other crops are a total failure. Much of the upland planted 
to corn will not make anything, while bottom lands will 
probably make ten to twenty bushels to the acre. Farmers 
are very much discouraged and are not making any improve- 
ments; consequently are not buying lumber. Some building 
is going on in our city, but most of it was under way when 
the drouth began. The trade up to the middle of June was 
very fair, but from the present indications we cannot expect 
our usual fall trade. Home LUMBER COMPANY, 


The Situation Incisively Considered. 


Hriusporo, Kan., July 25.—Reason and experience teach 
that our trade is proportionate to the income of our patrons. 
In this vicinity we have had a good wheat crop, but farmers 
have no income from oats, corn, hay, pastures, creamery, 
cattle or hogs. The seven lean kine devour the one fat one. 
Where, then, does our trade come in? No corn, no cribs, 
no cattle sheds, very few granaries, and only such other 
buildings as the trade absolutely has to have—this consti- 
tutes our business prospect. Immediate and sufficient rains 
would restore our pastures and assure us feed for our stock, 
but corn is entirely gone and there is practically no old 
corn on hand. Farmers are planning not what or how to 
build but how to pull through under these new conditions. 
Trade for the first half of 1901 has been very good, but 
there is little trade in sight for the next six months. 

KE. R. BuRKHOLDER. 





Hoo-Hoo Doings. 


A Comprehensive Invitation. 

Premonitory indications of the enthusiasm with which 
the Hoo-Hoo of Norfolk, Va., and vicinity are entering 
into preparations for the entertainment and general care 
of attendants at the Annual in September have reached 
the LUMBERMAN at intervals ever since the announcement 
of the selection of that city as the site of the Annual. 
One that was received on Friday of last week, from A. H. 
Potter, of Norfolk, chairman of the entertainment com- 
mittee, indicates a characteristic hospitality so great 
that it has overflowed the limitation of Hoo-Hoo proper 
and embraces any and all who may be in Norfolk during 
Hoo-Hoo week. In substance Mr. Potter writes: 





The committee on entertainment of the coming Annual 
cordially invite all persons eligible to membership in the 
order, whether members or not, to visit us on this occasion 
and participate in the entertainment that will be provided. 
Of course, we would like to have as many join the order as 
possible, but even should they not join then or in the future, 
still we request their presence and will show them the same 
courtesies and attention as we would members of the order. 

From which may be gathered something of the char- 
acter of the hospitality that will be extended by the 
Norfolk kittens. 


Norfolk and Some of Its Attractions. 


The signal service department holds out little hope 
to sweltering humanity—i. e., the entire populace east 
of the Pacific coast—for cool weather from now until 
late fall, and it is in this connection that Norfolk pre- 
sents one of its strongest drawing cards. It has the 
broad Atlantic and the Atlantic’s sweep of saline, ozone- 
laden, cool breezes and the invigorating stimulus of its 
bathing facilities to offer to perspiring humanity. The 
bathing attraction is most favorably presented at Nor- 
folk’s suburban, easily accessible resort, Virginia Beach, 
whose hotel and beach have a nationally favorable repu- 
tation. 

The matter of hotel accommodations is one for first 
consideration, and in this particular Norfolk stands 
ready to supply every possible requirement and every 
known luxury. The principal hotels of Norfolk are the 
Monticello and the Atlantic, each of which has accom- 
modations for 600, and each is equipped and conducted 
with that intelligent attention to detail that has made the 
typical American hotel world-famous. Both the Amer- 
ican and European plans prevail at the Monticello, which 
has made a rate on the latter plan of $1 a day each for 
two in a room; for one in a room, $1.50 a day. On the 
American plan $2.50 a day will be charged for each 
individual where two share a room; for exclusive occu- 
pancy of a room $3 a day. At the Atlantic a straight 
rate of $2.50 a day will be charged, with 50 cents addi- 
tional for best rooms with bath. 

Norfolk is rich in historical interest; its possibilities 
in that direction are an opulent mine for the historically 
inclined. One of the city’s prime attractions for much 
of the floating population who will tenant it in Sep- 
tember lies in the fact that it is the center of vast lum- 
bering operations, notably of North Carolina pine. To 
quote a recently published and reliable authority: “On 
Norfolk harbor, one of the most beautiful sheets of 
water in the world, sixteen band mills keep up a ceaseless 
hum, and from this port ships sail to the uttermost parts 
of the world. Within a radius of 150 miles of Norfolk 
there are more band mills running and more lumber is 
manufactured than of any other place of equal area in 
the United States.” <A side trip of exceptional interest 
and beauty is the tour of the James river, taken on pa- 
latial steamers, admirably equipped and whose service 
is above criticism. 

Then there is the world-famous southern hospitality 
to count on, whose outward and visible sign at Norfolk is 
largely encompassed in the fact that the city is approx- 
imately the center of the most attractive area in the 
world to the gastronomically temptable; its luscious fish, 
game, fruit and vegetables are known and enthusiastic- 
ally appreciated in every home on earth of the epicure. 
The hotels and the Norfolk Hoo-Hoo will proffer these 
and every other known hospitality of a region rich in 
hospitable resources to the visiting Hoo-Hoo. 

he committees in charge of the preparations at Nor- 
folk for the coming Annual include, as chairman, A. H. 
Potter, of the entertainment committee; W. W. Rob- 


ertson, advertising committee; J. E. Duke, executive com- 
mittee; J. W. Brown, jr., hotels and transportation. 
These names are representative of the most progressive 
spirit of Hoo-Hoo and commercial interests in that sec- 
tion and are a safe guaranty of the success of the com- 
prehensive efforts now under way for a perfectly con- 
ducted Hoo-Hoo Annual. 

The committee in charge of the transportation end of 
the Hoo-Hoo annual at Norfolk has succeeded in get- 
ting the Southeastern Passenger Association to grant a 
rate of one fare straight over its lines, and is now en- 
deavoring to have the Central Passenger, Southwestern 
Passenger, Trunk Line and Western associations do the 
same, 





Notes of the Order. 


Vicegerent Snark Charles Shingle Wolflin, of Evans- 
ville, Ind., is working hard for the success of the con- 
catenation which he is to hold at Terre Haute, Ind., 
on Friday of next week, August 9. Mr. Wolflin again 
wishes to call the attention of Hoo-Hoo in his part of 
the state to this concatenation, which he promises will 
be one of the mtost enjoyable he has ever held and 
he will endeavor to make it pleasant for all members 
of the order who will attend. He reports a fine class 
of kittens and among them some of the representative 
lumbermen of Terre Haute and vicinity and hopes that 
the members of the order will turn out in force. 

Vicegerent Snark H. L. Barto will hold a concatena- 
tion at Chattanooga, Tenn., on the night of Friday, 
August 9. A good class is assured and it is expected 
that this meeting will do much to arouse interest in 
the annual meeting in September. An effort will be 
made to get up a big party of Hoo-Hoo to go from 
Chattanooga and vicinity to the Norfolk Annual. 





Enthusiasm in the Metropolis. 


New York, July 30.—From present indications the 
Hoo-Hoo living in the vicinity of New York city are 
likely to be present in large number at the Annual 
at Norfolk in September. There is a big contingent 
over whom Vicegerent Snark John J. Canavan has 
jurisdiction, and be believes that fully half this num- 
ber will take advantage of the one fare rate for the 
round trip that the railroads have made; this would 
make the traveling expense about $8.30 from here. 
There is also a scheme on foot for a party of the New 
York Hoo-Hoo to take the trip south by the Old Do- 
minion Line. This is a most enjoyable voyage and 
with a crowd of New York Hoo-Hoo together a most 
enjoyable time should be had. 





At Columbia, S, C., July 19. 


Officers: Snark, H. J. McLaurin, jr.; Senior Hoo-Hoo, 
Howell Thomas; Junior Hoo-Hoo, E. J. Watson; Sue. 
August Kohn; Scrivenoter, W. B. Dozier; Jabberwock, R. C. 
Shand; Custocatian, Charles H. Evans; Arcanoper, Joe 
Stone; Gurdon, N. H. Driggers. 

Initiates : 

Vernon Cosby Badham, Columbia. 

William Samuel Brown, Columbia. 

Edwin Bailey Clarke, Columbia, 

John May Fewell, Rock Hill. 

Alexander Mason Gibbs, Columbia. 

Rowland Tillman Gaines, Columbia. 

Edgar Perry Guptill, Savannah, Ga. 

Julian Preston Lorick, Columbia. 

Welcome Collingsworth Lovejoy, Columbia. 

Frank Littleton Outlaw, Columbia. 

Gilbert Greer Ray, Columbia. 

Robert Leon Seay, Columbia. 

James Henry Smith, Sumter. 

John Cunningham Stone, Columbia. 

William &verett Thompson, Columbia. 


SPADA OOO 


SHINGLE MACHINE TRADE EXPANSION. 


The George Challoner’s Sons Company, Oshkosh, Wis., 
manufacturer of shingle mill machinery, recently 
shipped the following: 

c. A. Morrow & Son, Rapides, La., special single block 


outfit. 

een Cypress Company, Ruddock, La. hand feed 
spalter. 

North Louisiana Shingle Company, Monroe, La., special 
single blocker. 

Plaquemine Stave & Heading Company, Plaquemine, La., 
mammoth log haul-up rig, drag saw etc. 

Whitecastle Lumber & Shingle Company, Whitecastle, La., 
two hand feed shingle machines. 

Carter-Nall Lumber Company, Epps, Miss., hand feed 
spalter outfit. 

Ellisville Lumber Company, Bllisville, Miss., hand feed 
spalter outfit. 

Native Lumber Company, Howison, Miss., hand feed spal- 
ter outfit. 

& J, Carter, Carter’s Mills, Fla., complete hand machine 
outfit. 

Two complete special single block outfits in Alabama and 
five complete hand feed spalter outfits in Georgia, 


The above in connection with the Challoner company’s 
extensive trade in all the shingle making centers of the 
United States has taxed its capacity to such an extent 
that it has found it necessary to increase its plant by 
the addition of a two story brick and stone building of 
40x90 feet, the lower floor of which is being used as an 
erecting shop and the upper floors for woodworking and 
pattern shops. A complete line of new woodworking 
and pattern making tools of the latest designs has been 
installed and the Challoner works fitted out with travel- 
ing cranes throughout, so that now the company is fitted 
to take care of its rapidly increasing trade with prompt- 
ness and dispatch. 

The Challoner shingle machinery has always enjoyed 
the distinction due to its conceded superiority, and the 
company can now claim possession of one of the largest 
and best equipped shops in the world devoted to the 
manufacture of shingle machinery. 


Doors and Mill Work. 


As far as demand is concerned little cause for com- 
plaint exists, most of the local jobbers being far behind 
their orders and new business coming in to such an 
extent as to keep them still behind. he hot weather 
prevailing during July shut off trade to some extent 
and some of the jobbers who cater to certain territory 
experienced this more than others. Those who cover 
the entire country with their traveling salesmen or 
advertising did not, however, experience much of a 
falling oft and the advices this week are that trade 
has resumed again at practically all the houses in 
substantially its former volume. It is plainly to be 
seen that there is not going to be very much of a 
summer lull this season, but that the spring trade, as 
was indicated a month or more ago, will be carried 
over until the commencement of the usual fall demand. 

” * * 


No doubt the renewal of activity observed this week 
has been in large measure due to the heavy rains 
occurring throughout this section of the country and 
which had the effect of stimulating every department 
of industry. It is anticipated that the tailure of the 
corn crop in Kansas and Missouri will have some detri- 
mental effect on the sash and door demand in those 
states, but as from tate reports a large proportion 
of the Nebraska and Iowa crop will be saved and as 
crops in general in other sections of the country prom- 
ise well, the increased demand that is bound to come 
in the other sections will more than make up for any 
loss that might occur through the failure of crops 
in Missouri and Kansas. 

* * * 


The feeling in the door trade just now regarding 
the fall business is decidedly optimistic and it is wel! 
supported by the large volume of building now going 
forward and contemplated in both city and country. 
Seldom in recent years has the demand for building 
material been as urgent and heavy as has been wit- 
nessed this summer and the work contemplated this 
fall bids fair to be even heavier than it has been 
heretofore, 





” * * 


There is nothing worthy of note in the window glass 
situation beyond the fact that some stocks among 
the door jobbers are getting decidedly broken and gen- 
eral buying has not yet begun, the sash and door men 
taking only such stocks as they need to piece out their 
assortments with. A writer in the Commoner & Glass 
Worker last week stated that “the jobbers in Chicago 
are borrowing and trading in order to keep from 
buying at the high prices, but the rush will soon be 
on and they are beginning to realize that they can’t 
get away from it. The greatest demand in the history 
_- glass trade is expected on window glass this 
- ; * * * 

Prices on window glass are steady in spite of the 
fact that there is considerable foreign stock coming in, 
which, however, is said to be at substantially the 
same prices as prevail for the domestic product. The 
glass jobbers are well provided with stock and it is 
rumored that they are endeavoring to influence the 
manufacturers to delay the date of starting up their 
fires in the fall for the purpose of enabling the former 
to work off their old stock before the new stock is 
placed on the market. It is likely, therefore, that 
the glass factories will not start up much, if any, 
before October 1. 

* * * 

It seems quite a surprising state of things in the 
finished work trade at Buffalo, N. Y., that there are 
so many mills busy with so little home demand, pres- 
ent trade there coming largely from eastern points. 
Buffalo will not build at all liberally this year unless 
the actual cost of structures can be cut down con- 
siderably. Rents are too low and they promise to 
remain too low for any amount of speculative building. 
The orders are not keeping up well just now, but a 
dropping off is the rule at this time of the year. 

* * * 


The large local dealers in Boston, Mass., report good 
sales of doors, and obtain list prices without difficulty. 
In cedar doors the demand is strong and active and 
some of the Boston dealers are placing orders well 
ahead in order to supply their wants for the fall trade. 
The principal manufacturer of cedar doors reports his 
mill full of business, a large proportion of which comes 
into the New England market. Cypress doors are also 
strong and active, with no evidence of a decline in price, 
and some of the largest factories which supply this mar- 
ket are talking of further advances. Whitewood doors, 
as is the case with all products of whitewood, are in 
good strong demand at the association discounts. 

* * * 


There is no denying that the otherwise satisfactory 
features of the call for doors and moldings in the 
vicinity of New York city has been considerably marred 
by the knowledge that the figures being quoted are 
claimed not alone to be below association prices but 
that apparently they also preclude any possibility of 
profit. Just why manufacturers go to these extremes 
they may perhaps be able to explain, but on the face 
of it the scheme seems foolish. 

* - * 


Aside from mill work, the sash and door trade at 
Kansas City, Mo., has been dull during the past two, or 
three weeks. Country orders for regular stock goods 





aiid Ge ne Bile eee eee oe, oS eee 


a a era ae ue Poe ee a ee ee ee ee ut an aa an ee 


—- on. Of 2h Gos ee eee eee 


—" © 20 Oe ee MK DO ee a 





Aveust 3, 1901. 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


23 





have been slow and there has not been much inquiry. 
The mills, however, continue busy, and the local trade 
at Kansas City is helping them out materially, as this 
has been a very active season locally and there is much 
building contemplated and in process of erection. The 
jobbers look for an improvement in their country de- 
mand as the result of the late rains, and say that 
inquiries are now coming in more freely than they have 
been. There is nothing new in prices. 





Large Gathering of Door Men. 

A largely attended meeting of representatives of the 
manufacturing jobbing interests of the country in doors 
and mill work was held at the Auditorium hotel in this 
city on Wednesday last. The principal object of the 
meeting was to hear the report of the committee on the 
revision of the price list, of which John R. Laing, of 
Palmer, Fuller & Co., this city, was the chairman. 

The bone of contention between the jobbers and man- 
ufacturers was the well threshed over subject of high 
list and low list. The manufacturers generally favored 
the continuance of the list adopted April 3, while the 
jobbers wanted a considerably higher list. No com- 
promise could be arranged between these contending 
factions of the trade, and the session resulted in a dis- 
agreement, the jobbers withdrawing to another room 
and resolving to issue the new list as reported by the 
price list committee, in which prices are figured on a 
basis three times those of the April 3 list. For instance, 
a 2-8x6-8 13-inch No. 1 white pine door is priced in the 
April 3 list at $2.80, whereas in the jobbers’ list, as it 
will probably now be called, the list price is $8.40. 

The jobbers claim that an experience of three or four 
months with the April 3 list has demonstrated its un- 
suitability for general use, especially for shipment to 
distant points, where the freight rate would wipe out 
the discount and make the delivered price above the list. 

The argument of the manufacturers, it is said, was 
that the low list was better adapted to their business, 
and they claimed the right of adopting such a list in 
view of the fact that they made the goods and should 
have control of the list. The jobbers vigorously dis- 
sented from this proposition, claiming that as they dis- 
tributed 75 percent of the goods made by the manu- 
facturers the privilege was theirs of deciding what was 
best for the general trade. 

The upshot of the whole matter is that there will 
probably be two lists issued—one by the manufacturers, 
probably the April 3 list, and another by the jobbers 
embodying the committee’s report at Wednesday’s meet- 
ing and known as the July 31 list. This will inevitably 
cause a great deal of confusion in the trade and may 
result in some demoralization of prices, although buyers 
should not be too confident that this will occur, as 
margins on many items are already close owing to the 
advance in prices of raw material and even a small 
amount of cutting would be disastrous. 

Those who participated in the meeting were the fol- 
lowing: 

J. J. Stevenson, Williamson & Libbey Lumber Company, 
Oskosh, Wis. 

W. D. Martin, A. H. Stange Company, Merrill, Wis. 


H. J. Glick, Cumberland Sash & Door Company, Cumber- 
land, Md, 

T. R. Morgan, Morgan Company, Oshkosh, Wis. 

William Huttig, sr., Huttig Bros. & Co., Muscatine, Ia. 

C. 8. Curtis, Curtis & Yale Company, Wausau, Wis. 

Warren Schrock, Van Cleve Glass Company, Cleveland, O. 

}). C. Roberts, U. N. Roberts Company, Davenport, Ia. 
: bef E. Palmer, Cleveland Window Glass Company, Cleve- 
and, O. 

F. W. Rockwell, Rockwell Manufacturing Company, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

W. H. Waltz, Baltimore Sash & Door Company, Balti- 
more, q 
b F. . Pearson, Commercial Sash & Door Company, Pitts- 
urg, Pa. 

J. A. Cheyne, Penna Door & Sash Company, Pittsburg, Pa. 

W. G. Frye, Philibert & Johanning Manufacturing Com- 
pany, St. Louis, Mo. 

A. 8. Parks, United Sash & Door Company, Wichita, Kan. 


Harry G. Gould, Gould Manufacturing Company, Osh- 
kosh, Wis. 
K, M. Peaslee, Farley & Loetscher Manufacturing Com- 


pany, Dubuque, Ia. 
..W. Leslie, Curtis Bros. & Co., Clinton, Ia. 
E. L, Hughes, BE. L. Hughes Company, Louisville, Ky. 
J. T. Carr, Carr, Ryder & Adams Company, Dubuque, Ia. 
W. N. Hallam, Carr & Adams Company, Des Moines, Ia. 
KE. A. Blocklinger, Carr & Adams Company, Peoria, III. 
A. B. Ideson, Paine Lumber Company, Oshkosh, Wis. 
William Lothmann, Hafner-Lothmann Manufacturing Com- 
pany, St. Louis, Mo. 
mn” C. Imse, Rock Island Sash & Door Works, Rock Island, 


H. Alden Smith, Smith & Wyman, Minneapolis, Minn. 
John F.. Wilcox, Minneapolis, Minn. 

A. W. True, True & True Company, Chicago. 

H. B. Munger, Foster-Munger Company, Chicago. 

Henry A. Sellen, Morgan Company, Chicago. 

William L, Sharp, E. L. Roberts & Co., Chicago. 

W. A. Radford, Radford Sash & Door Company, Chicago. 
John R. Laing, Palmer, Fuller & Co., Chicago. 

John Moss, Rockwell Manufacturing Company, Milwaukee. 
John A, Gauger, John A. Gauger & Co., Chicago. 


BABII IFIIIIIF PF 


THE BIG FIRE AT DAVENPORT, IOWA. 

The Davenport saw mill plant of the extensive lumber 
firm of Weyerhaeuser & Denkmann, situated just across 
the Mississippi river from the firm’s Rock Island plant, 
was totally destroyed by fire on Thursday, July 25. 
Flames were discovered in a kindling wood yard on 
the bank of the river near the Weyerhaeuser plant along 
toward 5 o’clock in the afternoon and because of the 
extreme dryness of everything the fire spread rapidly 
until it destroyed eight blocks of dwellings and busi- 
ness houses, nearly 200 families being rendered home- 
less, besides the mill and several million feet of Jum- 
ber piled in the yard. The total loss is estimated at 
$700,000, of which Weyerhaeuser & Denkmann’s share 
on mill and stock of lumber is estimated at $400,000. 
This loss is partially covered by insurance, the latest 
estimate of which is $156,750. The Davenport mill, 
it is reported, will not be rebuilt. 


THE WHITE PINE NORTH. 





Sale Extraordinary of Standing Pine—The Second Crop Report Indicates Further Betterment— 
Trouble with the Government at Duluth Harbor— Stocks Light at Ashland 
—Among the Hemlock Interests—Lake Freights to Advance 
—News of Michigan and Ohio. 





THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., July 31.—One of the largest 
purchases of standing white pine recorded in the com- 
mercial history of the upper Mississippi valley has just 
been completed. During the early part of the week the 
Brooks Timber Company, of Minneapolis, closed a deal 
for the purchase of 225,000,000 feet of standing pine in 
the country a little east and twenty miles north of 
Duluth. It is understood that the purchase price for 
this tract was $950,000. The timber thus secured it is 
estimated will supply the mammoth new mill being 
erected by the Scanlon-Gipson Lumber Company at 
Scanlon, Minn., just about Cloquet, for the next ten 
years. 

The Brooks Timber Company was recently organ- 
ized under the laws of Minnesota, with an authorized 
capital of $250,000. The incorporators are M. J. Scan- 
lon, Minneapolis; W. L. O’Brien, St. Paul; D. F. 
Brooks, H. E. Gipson and L. R. Brooks, Minneapolis, 
and J. C, Mullery, St. Paul. The officers are: Presi- 
dent, M. J. Scanlon, Minneapolis; vice president, W. L. 
O’Brien, St. Paul; treasurer, D. F. Brooks, Minneapo- 
lis; secretary, H. E. Gipson, Minneapolis. 

This corporation, while having a separate existence 
from the Scanlon-Gipson Lumber Company, well known 
as one of the largest producing companies of white pine 
lumber in this section, is controlled and owned by prac- 
tically the same interests as the latter, and its function 
is to own and control the timber interests of the concern 
and to acquire new timber, logs ete. 


The Timber and Its Development. 


The standing pine purchased was bought of Cook & 
Furnish and associates, most of whom are residents of 
Duluth. It is located in township 53, ranges 12 and 13, 
and is about twenty miles north of Duluth and a trifle 
east of due north along the Duluth & Iron Range road. 
It is bunched on 13,000 acres of land and is of superior 
quality. 

The standing timber is advantageously located 
to be available for sawing at the big new mill 
of the Scanlon-Gipson Lumber Company, located 
at Scanlon, north of Cloquet, on the St. Louis 
river. It can be reached by either rail or water, 
but the transportation routes which are at pres- 
ent available will probably be abandoned and a 
raitroad will be erected from Scanlon to the heart ot 
the timber belt. This railroad will be fifty miles long, 
it will be equipped with an abundance of rolling stock, 
will be used exclusively for the purpose of hauling logs 
from landings where they are cut to the mill where 
they will be sawed, and it is expected to have it in 
readiness for use by early spring. Surveyors are at 
present at work selecting a route. This railroad when 
completed will be controlled entirely by the Brooks 
Timber Company and the Scanlon-Gipson Lumber Com- 
pany. The entire road will be at the service of the 
companies controlling it, and the rolling stock will not 
be in use for any other purpose when it is required for 
the purpose of hauling logs, thus doing away with a 
possible shortage of cars. 

It has been planned all along to run the mammoth 
new mill of the Scanlon-Gipson Lumber Company twelve 
months of the year and twenty-four hours a day. This 
will require an available supply of logs at all times, 
and the management do not care to depend upon water 
transportation or even upon railroad transportation 
where there might be delays in transporting logs. It is 
expected that at least thirty-five miles of the new road 
‘will have been constructed by the time the logs shall 
be available next spring. Fifteen miles more of track 
will be added in branch lines and spurs to connect with 
the different sections of the immense tract of land on 
which the timber is standing, thus making a railroad 
of fifty miles when completed. 


Mill at Scanlon Nearly Ready. 


The big mill of the Scanlon-Gipson Lumber Company 
at Scanlon is rapidly nearing completion. It is stated 
that the three bands will be in readiness by September 
1 and the gang by October 1. The capacity of this 
mill when it is in readiness will be 600,000 feet of 
white pine lumber every twenty-four hours, and it is 
expected this purchase of timber will supply sufficient 
logs to last it ten years. It is the intention to operate 
the mill twelve months in the year. 

Not only is this the largest standing timber deal 
ever closed in the history of the state, but the whole 
investment, including the big mill at Scanlon, the con- 
struction of fifty miles of railroad, the equipping of 
it with rolling stock and the purchase of 225,000,000 
feet of standing pine at the price named make the largest 
transaction in all probability ever made in the white 
pine industry. 


Another Weekly Crop Report. 


Secretary Rhodes, of the Mississippi Lumbermen’s 
Association, has prepared and sent out his second weekly 
crop and business report. This report is even more 
optimistic than the first and is substantiated in every 
respect by the conditions that obtain today among the 
farmers of the northwest and in business circles here. 


Secretary Rhodes’ foresight in preparing his first re- 
ports has been of great benefit to the lumber trade for 
the reason that they have allayed apprehension among 
the timid ones who did not have an opportunity to 
ascertain conditions for themselves, except as chronicled 
through the daily newspapers. Both reports were calm 
and conservative and were founded upon fact. The 
last one records a general reduction in temperature 
throughout the Mississippi valley; prospects of an aver- 
age crop in the winter wheat states; a better outlook in 
Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and the Dakotas; beneficial 
temperature and rains in southern Minnesota; satisfac- 
tory conditions in Illinois. The whole report is summed 
up in its expression: “There is absolutely no cause for 
alarm as yet.” 
Minor Mention. 

C. S. Fay, of Fay & Morrison, has recently returned to 
this city from an extended trip in the east, in which he 
visited the exposition at Buffalo and looked over the 
conditions in the eastern lumber markets. 

F. H. Lewis, of Lennan & Lewis, is now in the east 
on a pleasure and business trip. He will visit relatives 
in Connecticut and will afterward call upon eastern 
iumbermen for the purpose of looking up the birch and 
elm situation in the east. 

If. 13. Waite, of the H. B. Waite Lumber Company, 
left the city last- week for a trip on the great lakes. 
He will visit the exposition and will return to Minne- 
apolis the first of next week. 

C. M. MeCoy, the well known dealer in fir lumber, 
recently made a shipment which was a record breaker in 
regard to time. The order was received from a Chicago 
firm for about twenty cars of timbers and within three 
weeks the lumber had been received at that point. 

Capt. T. H. Stevens, representative of the Amery 
Lumber Company at Minneapolis, made a trip to the 
mill of his company at Amery last week. He states that 
the mill is running at full capacity but that a large 
number of orders have accumulated on the books and 
it has been found necessary to make shipments of wet 
lumber in order to supply the demand. 

George H. Watrous, representative of the Puget Sound 
Saw Mill & Shingle Company in this city, was in Omaha 
last week looking after business matters. 

Word has been received in this city of the destruction 
by fice of the yard owned by Fay Bros., at Osage, Iowa. 

J. R. McCleery, of Johnson, Butler & Co., is in Joliet, 
Ill., in company with his family, on a short vacation. 

The Thompson Lumber Company, Minneapolis, has 
recently purchased the yard formerly owned by the Red 
Wing Lumber Company, at Red Wing, Minn. 

J. E. Smeaton, of the Spider Lake Lumber Company, 
Spider Lake, Wis., Was in Minneapolis this week on his 
return to Duluth from a trip to Chicago. 

I. R. Goodrich, secretary of the Carpenter-Lam) Uom- 
pany, is in Chicago on a short vacation trip. 

The Jenkins-Hagen Lumber Company, of Minneapolis, 
has recently purchased the yards owned by M. J. Wal- 
ker at Chokio and Johnson, Minn. 

R. B. McConnell, representing the Huttig Sash & 
Door Compiny, St. Louis, Mo., was in Minneapolis re- 
cently looking for stock to be used at his factory. 

Fred Blodgett, of Blodgett & Osgood, St. Paul, has re- 
cently returned to that city from an extended trip 
through the east for his health. 

Edwin D. Johnson, manager of the Muskoka Lumber 
Company, Chicago, was a recent visitor in Minneapolis, 
calling upon lumbermen in the Lumber Exchange. 

Fred Clark, of the Clark-Jackson Lumber Company, 
Duluth, Minn., made a short visit here week before last. 

A. Oscar Nelson, of the Bell-Nelson Mill Company, 
Everett, Wash., has been visiting at his old home at 
Stillwater, Minn., and called on friends in the lumber 
trade in Minneapolis en route. 

George E, Foster, of the George E. Foster Lumber 
Company, Merrill, Wis., was a Minneapolis visitor on 
Friday of last week. Mr. Foster looks after manufac- 
turing at Mellen, Wis., and resides at Ashland. 





AT THE HEAD OF THE LAKES. 

DututH, Minn., July 30.—So far this month ship- 
ments by water from Duluth alone have been more than 
51,000,000 feet, while Superior has sent out about 
9,000,000 and Two Harbors 5,000,000 feet additional. 
The largest prior month was July last year, with 46,000,- 
000 feet from Duluth docks. These large shipments will 
probably continue for some time as docks are quite full 
and the mills are steadily adding to the quantity, while 
most of their lumber for months ahead is sold. Freight 
rates are steady at $2.50, with little indication of an 
early change. Chartering is very free. There is almost 
nothing but lumber and ore now in the minds of vessel 
men, the grain trade having slacked off to a mere 
memory. 

The market is in very satisfactory shape, with strong 
demand and little stock of unsold stuff. There have been 
sales this week of nearly 13,000,000 feet, of which D. C. 
Thompson & Co, made a sale of about half, of No. 3 and 
better, at top prices; G. A. Potter sold all his No. 3 and 
better to White, Rider & Frost, is selling 1,500,000 feet 
more of No, 4 and better and all his 1901 lath; F, L. 
Gilbert and the Red Cliff Lumber Company have sold 
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several good lots at high prices, amounting in all to 
about 5,000,000 feet, and others have sold smaller lots, 
. The price of No. 4 boards now is steady at about $10, 
with perhaps a trifle of a shade on some lots, 

Deeds for $160,000 worth of timber sold by Day Bros. 
to the Tower Lumber Company have been filed; W. H. 
Cook has filed a deed to the Johnson-Wentworth Com- 
pany for timber in 54 and 55, 16, and 55, 18, amounting 
to $22,500; the same and H, Turrish sell timber in 
towns 65, 66, 67 and 68, ranges 19, 20 and 21, to R. E. 
Parcher for $20,000; and Robinson & Flinn and Murphy 
& Dorr sell to the Northern Lumber Company a lot of 
timber about Ely lake for $45,250. 

Most of the year’s driving on south shore streams 
has been finished. There yet remain 9,000,000 feet of 
logs in the Nemadji and tributaries. Of this 3,500,000 
feet are on the Little Nett; the rear of the main drive 
is below the mouth of the Blackhoof on the south fork. 
In all there have been delivered from the river this 
year about 16,000,000 feet and the sorting works have 
closed down for the present. The last log on the Amni- 
con will come out this week. From Middle river but one 
raft remains to come. The Poplar is in fair shape— 
about 4,000,000 feet out and 1,000,000 feet to come. 
The Brule is nearly through. Iron river has furnished 
but about 5,000,000 feet this year so far and is in such 
bad shape that much of the 20,000,000 feet cut thereon 
will hardly get down this year. There remain about 
15,000,000 ° feet to come out of the Nemadji next year; 
then its sorting works will be closed permanently. 

The 8,000,000 feet of logs owned until their fire by 
Moon & Kerr and banked in the lake at Virginia are 
being taken out and hauled to Cloquet for sawing. The 
Moon & Kerr barns, all that was left of the company’s 
property at Virginia, were burned last week, 

The Duluth box factory has begun operations in the 
Merrill-Ring Company’s planing mill, that it has leased 
for the purpose. A large amount of new boxmaking 
machinery has been installed and the company is pre- 
pared to do a large business. 

Bids have been advertised for for the construction of 
the first twenty miles of the Duluth, Virginia & Rainy 
Lake railway and construction will be undertaken this 
fall. The road will encounter timber from the first 
mile and will open several billion feet. 

Harry Rogers, of the Rogers-Ruger Company, Superior, 
has returned from the south. His company now has a 
mill in Louisiana under charge of George Bishop, who 
went from Superior. It has a seven years’ cut near the 
mill of oak and southern pine and ships to New Orleans 
and the north. 

Lumbermen here are indignant at the way they have 
been treated by the government’s local servants in the 
matter of harbor regulations. There was no trouble 
during the incumbency of such experienced men of affairs 
as Majors Sears and Quinn, but since Sears went away 
young and inexperienced officers, with unexpected power, 
are in charge and the result is what is common in such 
cases, That injury, possibly serious, will be done to 
the saw mill business here there is no question. 

Lumber shipments of the week have been as follows: 


BOAT AND DESTINATION, Feet Carried, 


Steamer Wetmore, Buffalo .............. 325,000 
Schooner White & Friant, Saginaw....... 500,000 
Steamer Osceola, Chicago . ..........060. 350,000 
Steamer Madden, Cleveland . ........... 650,000 
Schooner Barton, Tonawanda ........... 650,000 
Steamer Burkhead, Tonawanda. ........ 350,000 
Schooner Fillmore, Sandusky. .......... 585,000 
Schooner Jeness, Cleveland ............-+ 570,000 
Schooner Delaware, Toledo . ............ 650,000 
Schooner Our Son, Cleveland, .......... 1,000,000 
meenene® Bet, CRIGRNS . oc cccesccccccens 1,000,000 
Steamer Saginaw, Detroit. ............. 600,000 
Steamer City of Traverse, Chicago....... 350,000 
Steamer Lindsay, Cleveland. ........... 1,000,000 
Schooner Shawnee, Cleveland. .......... 800,000 
Steamer J. L. Hurd, Chicago............ 650,000 
Steamer Shingley, Cleveland ............ 540,000 
Schooner Crosswaite, Cleveland. ........ 500,000 
Schooner Exile, Saginaw. .............. 530,000 
Steamer Holland, Bay City ............. 425,000 
Steamer Pawnee, Cleveland ............. 600,000 
Schooner Young, Cleveland, ............ 650,000 
re (CRC CMD. 5 swe 5.0 0 6 wenn bie 600,000 
Schooner Woolson, Tonawanda, ........ 925,000 
Steamer C. H. Bradley, Cleveland........ 850,000 
ee ae 

Ce ee reer eee Ts 15,650,000 


The Waters-Clark Lumber Company is the name of 
the new concern incorporated here with offices in the 
Mesaba block. The members of the company are George 
Waters, for the past year and a half manager of the 
Alexnder & Edgar Lumber Compny, Iron River, Wis., 
and D. 8. Clark, formerly a member of the old Lea- 
Ingram Lumber Company, at Iron River, which was 
succeeded by the Alexander & Edgar Lumber Company. 
Previous to going to Iron River, Mr. Waters was man- 
ager of the sales department of the Holt Lumber Com- 
pany, Oconto, Wis. Both he and Mr. Clark are experi- 
enced lumbermen with an acquaintance in the trade 
throughout the east. The new company will do a_ gen- 
eral wholesale business in lumber, shipping in car lots 
from the head of the lakes to the trade. 





A DULUTH MILL SUPPLY MANAGER. 

The Marshall-Wells Hardware Company, Duluth, 
Minn., which is one of the largest concerns of its kind 
in the country, has recently separated its mill supply 
department from the department devoted to mining 
supplies. These two departments were formerly under 
the supervision of W. P. Mars, who now devotes all of 
his attention to mining supplies, and W. E. Stalnaker 
on June 1 took charge of the mill supply depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Stalnaker has had considerable experience in han- 
dling mill supplies. He is a native of Cambridge City, 
Ind,, but spent his boyhood days in Indianapolis, tak- 
ing a course at De Pau University, Green Castle, 
Ind., which he completed in 1884, and at once entered 
the employ of Lilly & Stalnaker, wholesale and retail 


hardware merchants at Indianapolis, an elder brother 
being the Stalnaker of the firm. He started in the 
basement and went through every department, remain- 
ing there three years. In 1887 he went on the road 
selling saws for E. C. Atkins & Co., Indianapolis, and 
remained with that well known saw manufacturing 
house until 1894. He then traveled in the south for 
nearly three years for the Filer & Stowell Company, 
saw mill machinery manufacturers of Milwaukee, Wis. 
In 1897 Mr. Stalnaker went back into the saw busi- 
ness, traveling on the road for the Simonds Manu- 
facturing Company from its New Orleans house, which 
position he resigned to go to Duluth with the Marshall- 
Wells Hardware Company. 

While having been for years a large factor in the 
mill and logging supply business in the northwest and 
on the Pacific coast, the Marshall-Wells Hardware Com- 
pany will pay still more attention to this branch of its 
extensive business. With branch houses at Winnipeg, 





W. BE. STALNAKER, 
of Duluth, Minn, 


Manitoba, and Portland, Ore., and with over sixty sales- 
men on the road, it is in position to secure its share of 
the business. Last spring the company moved into its 
mammoth new seven-story wholesale building at Du- 
luth, which is one of the largest of its kind in the 
country, 

eee 


AROUND ABOUT WAUSAU. 

Wausau, Wis., July 30.—At the conclusion of sawing 
operations in this city, within a few weeks, the work of 
preparing for the winter operations will be begun, The 
Alexander Stewart Lumber Company will cut several 
million feet on Spirit under the supervision of Louis 
Dionne, while the Manson Lumber Company will make a 
large cut near Tomahawk. 

The marriage of Robert W. Goodwillie, of the firm of 
R. W. Goodwillie & Co., of Wausau and Chicago, will 
be solemnized on Tuesday, August 6, at the home of the 
bride’s mother, Mrs. Ada D; Marks, in Port Huron, 
Mich. Mr. Goodwillie has recently decided to sever his 
connection with the Wausau firm and he has allied him- 
self with the Fuller Bros, Lumber Company, of Marked 
Tree, Ark., in the manufacture of box shooks. The new 
concern will be known as the Fuller Bros. & Goodwillie 
Company and will operate extensively, The capacity of 
the plant is 100,000 feet daily and it will be under the 
supervision of Mr. Goodwillie in the future. 

W. H. Upham, of Marshfield, who has been looking 
into the hemlock resources of Pennsylvania, predicts 
that hemlock stumpage in Wisconsin will become 
markedly valuable before next year. 

A. M. Fox, formerly a resident of Wausau, now of 
Stevens Point, has this week retired from the Clifford 
& Fox Lumber Company, having disposed of his interest 
in the company to W. J. and J, W. Clifford, of that city. 
The consideration was $7,800. Mr, Fox will still be 
identified with the lumber business of the Wisconsin 
valley, his retirement from this company being simply 
the consummation of a business transaction. 

i a a a el 
CHEQUAMEGON BAY NOTES, 

ASHLAND, Wis., July 31.—On the entire bay, includ- 
ing Ashland and Washburn, there is not to exceed 
32,000,000 feet of unsold lumber, including all Nos, 
4 and 5 boards, norway sides and all short lumber. 
This leaves not over 16,000,000 feet of norway and 
white pine. Last year at this time there was 75,000,000 
feet unsold and it is safe to say that never in the 
lumber history of Chequamegon bay has there been 
so little unsold lumber. The entire amount remaining 
unsold could be disposed of tomorrow if the dealers 
wished to part with it, but the conditions of the mar- 
ket are such that they can afford to wait for higher 
prices. 

Numerous sales are being made to E. L. Thornton, 
representing the John E. Burns Lumber Company, of 
Chicago. He has just left the market after purchas- 
ing something like 2,500,000 feet from the Ashland 
Lumber Company and others. The Ashland Lumber 
Company of its entire cut of the year has left less than 
3,000,000 feet of all grades. Nearly every mill on the 
bay reports about the same conditions. Stocks are sell- 


ing very fast in both norway and white pine, and the 
demand for lumber is growing greater every week. A 
few of the docks are pretty well filled with stocks, but 
the greater amount is sold and will be shipped in a 
short time. There has not been as good a market for 
all kinds of lumber, with the exception of Nos. 4 and 5 
boards, since 1893. One buyer in the market yesterday 
was ready to close for 30,000,000 feet but could not find 
any lots of more than 5,000,000 feet and otheg small lots 
ranging from 500,000 to 1,000,000. Prices remain as 
they were about sixty days ago, but no shading of prices 
is made to buyers. Short norway remains firm at 
$10.75; slims at $12; short wide at $14; long wide at 
$15 and small, sound, knotted white pine sells readily 
at $15 a thousand. This stock will not show over 10 
pereent 12-inch and wider. Six-inch strips Nos. 1, 2 
and 3 are held at $15.50. The lath market is good, No, 
1 white pine selling readily at $2.75, No. 1 norway at 
$2.10 to $2.25. Shingles are in good demand but the 
amount made is not sufficient to supply the demand. 
To summarize, owners of almost any grade of lumber 
are not begging for sales; the buyers are doing that. 

The shipments for the past week have been as fol- 
lows: 


BOAT AND DESTINATION, Feet Carried. 


DEUS COTES, BOUCMONE 6 oto te ncecscsecves 500,000 
Oneonte, CIVEIGRE » occ cvcccseicvccvves 575,000 
WW Tas eNO, TOA 65-50 o tice vedkcns 500,000 
A. C.. MARS. CUVCIANG... cvccccccscee 700,000 
A re ee 900,000 
SNCS Bi. TOUTS, CHIGKRO. «0 ccc cd ccvveces 800,000 
a ie PORROE, CUOTRIADG ss o.0.0.0.0 0 vig econ s 300,000 
Minnie E. Orton, Cleveland............. 656,000 
DE, OOD. 5 vce c 0.0 0.065% s 660 008 800,000 
SE TEL. 0. wea a'ainsie cue aenee ae 650,000 
NR er ere er ree 325,000 
DOPING, TODWWREGR ¢ cccccvcccvvevceece 800,000 
A. C, Tuxberry, North Tonawanda....... 900,000 
Belle P. Crosse, Portage canal........... 300,000 

SEMMNNNE nica yp oi aie aun ssa odie Cpek a 8,706,000 





AT LAKE NEBAGAMON. 

LAKE NEBAGAMON, WIs., July 30.—Manager J. P. 
Weyerhaeuser, of the Nebagamon Lumber Company, 
seems well satisfied with the present conditions of trade 
although he is kept very busy looking after the big 
plant here, which is now running night and day and is 
cutting nearly 250,000 feet every twenty-two hours. The 
company’s logging railroad, the Hawthorne, Nebagamon 
& Lake Superior, is being extended farther out into the 
timber. Trains are run from Nebagamon out over the 
Duluth, South Shore & Atlantic tracks several miles 
east, and then over the logging road several miles into 
the timber. In the near future a line will be built 
north into the timber, probably across the Northern 
Pacific tracks, The company has 26,000,000 feet of logs 
in the lake to start with this season and is bringing 
in 150,000 feet of logs daily by rail. 

The new office building of the Nebagamon Lumber Com- 
pany was completed last week and is now occupied by 
the force of clerks in the lumber and railroad depart- 
ments. The new office stands on high ground north of 
the planing mill, overlooking the entire plant and yards. 
It is a one story structure and the interior gives ample 
room for the office force. At the right of the entrance 
is the private office of Manager Weyerhaeuser, and on 
the left is a small private oflice for A. W. Echart, man- 
ager of the sales department, who is one of the busiest 
men about the institution. His old friends in Minne- 
apolis will remember his weakness for working night 
and day, and he hasn’t changed any in this respect since 
he went to Nebagamon, 





IN NORTHERN WISCONSIN. 


Tron River, Wis., July 29.—Equipped with two bands 
and a resaw and running twenty hours a day, the new 
mill of the Alexander & Edgar Lumber Company at Iron 
River is turning out 250,000 feet of lumber every twenty 
hours, and still Manager Charles Edgar states that they 
are not able to accumulate dry lumber in the yard and 
that they have orders on their books for over 600 cars 
yet to be shipped. Mr. Edgar with his family is now 
residing at lron River, but as soon as the residence 
which he purchased at Duluth shall be fitted up they 
will make their home in the Zenith City, but of course 
Mr. Edgar will spend a great deal of his time at Iron 
River looking after the manufacturing operations. The 
company brings in its logs by rail over its own railroad, 
having four locomotives and ample supply of logging 
cars. Over 200,000 feet of logs is brought in daily and 
dumped into the mill pond, and by means of a unique 
contrivance a section of the track at the dump is tilted 
and the logs roll off into the water, saving considerable 
time in unloading them. Owing to the unusual demand 
for laboring men in the harvest fields the mills in north- 
ern Wisconsin are finding it a difficult matter to get 
sufficient help to keep the manufacturing and shipping 
operations running. 

The Alexander & Edgar Lumber Company is repre- 
sented on the road by “two Harts that beat *as one.” 
One is Harry Hart and the other is Harley Hart and 
they are not twins or related. Harry Hart is a brother 
of Frank Hart, of Tomah, Wis., and formerly traveled 
for the Alexander Stewart Lumber Company, Wausau, 
Wis. Harley Hart was for several years manager for 
John Godkin, at Rhinelander. Owing to the large num- 
ber of orders on hand the two Harts are endeavoring to 
keep busy at the mill, but they find it a difficult matter, 
although it is stated the fishing in the vicinity of Iron 
River is very good. 





THE BLACK RIVER DISTRICT. 

La Crosse, Wis., July 31.—Although there has been 
considerable rain in this locality during the past week 
it has been of no advantage to the lumbermen. On 
Black river there is practically no water and another 
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rise is not now probable until September. The Hol- 
way mill has logs enough to last until the end of 
August, and with the run out of West Newton the 
Colman mill will be able to continue the rest of the 
season. The latter mill started up today. All the 
other mills here are closed down. Crop prospects are 
very favorable in this locality and harvest is well along. 
The Mississippi is falling fast, getting down to the 
4-foot stages, 

John J. Paul, of the East Coast Lumber Company, 
Watertown, Fla., who has been in the city for a week, 
left for the south on Monday evening last. 

A. W. Pettibone, who has been making a park on the 
opposite side of the river in front of the city, has in- 
corporated it. He will continue to work on it and 
has endowed it with $50,000 to maintain it after his 
work shall be done, at which time it is expected that 
it will be given to the city. 

W. B. Pettibone, of Hannibal, was in the city a 
few days ago, visiting his parents. 

J. H. MeMillan, of the Sawyer & Austin Lumber Com- 
pany, Pine Bluff, Ark., spent last week in the city vis- 
iting his family. He returned south on Sunday. 

Albert Hirschheimer has returned from Cascade Locks, 
Ore., where he went to look over the Storey Keeler 
Lumber Company plant. It is understood that he and 
S. Y. Hyde, of this city, will take the controlling in- 
terest in this plant, which will be capitalized at $125,000. 
They will enlarge it and buy more timber. 

Joseph Nesbit has returned from a trip up along 
Black river. He reports business quiet. 





IN THE HEMLOCK COUNTRY: 


MeprorD, WIs., July 30.—The hemlock lumber trade 
is in excellent condition, so the hemlock manufacturers 
along the Ashland branch of the Wisconsin Central 
railway say. The chief difficulty they are complaining 
of now is in securing laboring men enough to operate 
the saw and planing mills and shipping departments. 
Many of the mills are hampered by the lack of labor and 
are delayed in shipping. 

Lee W. Gibson, manager of the Medford Manufactur- 
ing Company, states that his concern is kept very busy 
filling orders. It will manufacture 8,000,000 feet of 
hemlock at Medford this year, besides several million 
more at the mill at Perkinstown operated by the Gibson 
company. Last year a new band mill and carriage were 
put in the Medford mill and are doing excellent work 
this season. 

The Ellingson Lumber Company. 


The Ellingson Lumber Company has finished its sea- 
son’s sawing at its mills at Stetsonville, Dorchester and 
Brookerville, having sawed about 5,000,000 feet of hem- 
lock, hardwood and pine lumber. 

C. P. Ellingson, who has charge of the office, general 
store and manufacturing at Stetsonville, says that the 
company has enjoyed exceptionally good trade so far 
this year and now has in pile about 3,000,000 feet, two- 
thirds of which is hemlock. Basswood is selling easily 
and a great deal of it they are working up into siding, 
ceiling, casing and base. Hemlock is also in good 
demand. The business at Dorchester, five miles south 
of Stetsonville, is managed. by C. K. Ellingson, the senior 
member of the company. He frequently visits the trade 
and is well known among the retail dealers in Wiscon- 
sin, northern Illinois and Iowa. 


At Rib Lake. 


The mill of the W. A. Osburn Lumber Company at 
Rib Lake is running days only this summer and turn- 
ing out about 110,000 feet of lumber daily, the plant 
being equipped with two circulars and band resaw; three 
new machines have recently been put in the planing 
mill, two of which are surfacers and one a flooring ma- 
chine with which will be made birch flooring. To make 
room for these additional machines the planing mill was 
extended twenty feet, giving much more flooring space. 
The planing mill now has a capacity of eight cars a 
day. The company has built eight miles of railroad 
northeast of Rib Lake into the timber and will soon 
have the steel laid and logging trains running. Here- 
tofore the company has logged by team, banking the logs 
on Rib lake, but hereafter most of the timber will be 
brought in by rail. The W. A. Osburn Lumber Com- 
pany has a tract of hemlock and hardwood timber trib- 
utary to its mill sufficient to keep it running at least 
fifteen years and perhaps longer. 

Not long ago there was a change in the personnel of 
the W. A. Oskurn Lumber Company. Its officers now 
are FE. H. Walker, Danville, Wis., president; W. A. 
Osburn, of Pennsylvania, vice president; Donald A. Ken- 
nedy, secretary and treasurer; J. J. Kennedy, general 
manager, The Kennedys reside at Rib Lake, J. J. Ken- 
nedy being the pioneer hemlock manufacturer of Wiscon- 
sin and founder of the old J. J. Kennedy Lumber Com- 
pany. Donald A. Kennedy, his son, manages the office 
and sales department. He says that the demand for 

, hemlock lumber is very good and that the lack of labor is 
the only trouble they are now experiencing. 

“Jim” Tully, the company’s salesman, is now spending 
a few weeks at the mill, the many orders the company 
has booked ahead not requiring his excellent services 
on the road, so he is devoting his time to office work, 
fishing and umpiring baseball games. 


At Westboro and Chelsea. 

The mill of the Heidrick & Matson Lumber Company 
at Westhoro is running busily, making choice hemlock 
umber. Charles H. Heidrick. who manages the office 
and sales departments of this company, speaks very 
encouragingly of the trade situation. This company has 
its own logging railroad and brings its timber into the 
mill by rail. Alfred Truman, of Brookville, Pa., an 
old friend and neighbor of the Heidrick family, super- 


intends the logging and manufacturing. Previous to 
1891 Mr. Truman was a member of the Sample Lumber 
Company, Hollins, Ala., selling out to the present mem- 
bers of the company that year; since then he has 
spent considerable of his time traveling and has not 
been engaged in lumbering to any extent until last win- 
ter, when he went to Westboro. 

The “Hunner boys,” as Messrs. Rousseau and Shepard 
used to be called, say that all they need at Chelsea now 
is more men to work in the mill and load cars. They have 
plenty of orders for hemlock lumber, the hemlock band 
plays sweet music every night and all would be well with 
the Rousseau & Shepard Company had it more laboring 
men, 


HEMLOCK MANUFACTURERS TO MEET. 


The Northwestern Hemlock Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, through President J. T. Barber, has issued a cir- 
cular notice to hemlock manufacturers dated at Eau 
Claire, Wis., calling a meeting of the association at the 
Plankinton hotel, Milwaukee, Monday, August 5, at 10 
a. m., “for the purpose of general discussion and inter- 
change of opinions as to the conditions governing the 
hemlock lumber market.” The invitation cordially 
invites all friends of the association work in the hemlock 
trade to be present, announces that at the meeting on 
Monday ext the necessary steps for the raising of 
funds to continue the association work will be taken, 
and expresses hope of a large attendance. As the meet- 
ing will be one of importance to hemlock interests of 
the northwest generally and as Milwaukee has been and 
is one of the least afflicted of cities in the present insol- 
ation excesses, the attendance doubtless will be large and 
thoroughly representative. 








EASTERN MICHIGAN NEWS. 

Bay City AND Saginaw, Micn., July 30.—The exces- 
sively hot weather does not seem to injure the lumber 
industry in the least; demand for white pine continues 
good and there is a large movement for this time in 
the year, chiefly in car lots. Not much is doing here 
in large blocks for the reason that only a few firms are 
manufacturing white pine in large blocks and some of 
those handle the greater portion of the output in car- 
lots. Charles Merrill & Co., who manufacture virgin 
pine and carry several million feet in stock all of the 
time, have made some sales lately, but mostly in small 
quantities. The Saginaw Lumber & Salt Company last 
week sold 1,500,000 feet of stock to Chicago parties at 
good prices. Another deal for 3,000,000 feet by a Sagi- 
naw firm is pending and will doubtless be closed today. 
Dealers here are buying some outside. Lake freights 
do not cut much figure here on shipments, as little 
lumber is being sent out by water, but the freights on 
stock coming here interest dealers and there has been 
some protest against paying $2.50 from Lake Superior 
ports to Saginaw river, There seems to be no way of 
getting out of it, however, and on September 1 the 
rate is to be advanced to $3. The high water rates will 
have a tendency to induce buyers to hold off as much as 
possible and move lumber here from upper Michigan 
by rail after the close of navigation. 

The project of the Saginaw Lumber & Salt’ Company 
to remove its plant to Sandwich, Ont., is in the air and 
may fall through owing to the cupidity of the people 
of that town. They are wanting the ‘earth with a 
fence around it, and as the company has two or three 
other desirable locations in view it may locate at Sar- 
nia or some point on Georgian bay. The company 
started running its Crow island mill nights on Monday 
and the plant will run day and night the remainder 
of the season. A raft of 3,000,000 feet from Byng 
Inlet arrived last Wednesday, another is due this week 
and a third raft left Little Current yesterday for the 
Saginaw river, all consigned to this concern. 

The Mackinaw division of the Michigan Central rail- 
road has 25,000,000 feet of logs yet to move this season. 
Last year it hauled 125,000,000 feet. There is yet a 
large quantity of mixed timber along the line of the 
road, Aside from logs, the road handles large quanti- 
ties of lumber and cedar. The mills of the Gale Lumber 
Company, Stephens & Co., Salling, Hanson & Co., 
Michaelson & Hanson and several others are on the line 
of this road and the lumber product is hauled to the 
Saginaw river over it. It has been a big log and lum- 
ber producer for thirty years. Thirty years ago D. A. 
Ballou & Co. were running a big mill plant at Kaw- 
kawlin; then the tide of manufacturing was moved 
north and Pinconning, Standish, West Branch, St. 
Helen and other points became manufacturing centers. 
Aside from lumber nearly 2,000,000,000 feet of pine 
saw logs have been hauled over this road since the haul- 
ing of logs was inaugurated in Michigan. 

It is reported in Detroit newspapers that a Bay City 
box factory and saw mill are to be removed to Detroit 
and will utilize forty acres of ground on the Detroit 
river just below that city. It is not known at Bay City 
what firm is contemplating this change. Two or three 
firms which get stock from Canada might remove from 
here to Detroit, but nothing is known as yet. 

The W. & A. McArthur Company, of Cheboygan, op- 
erates a saw mill plant at Little Current, Ont., and 
for some time has been figuring on erecting a plant at 
Cheboygan for the manufacture of pulp and paper. The 
lumbering operations 6f the company at Cheboygan are 
drawing to a close and the company desires to utilize 
the fine water privileges. The idea is to erect a plant 
at a cost of nearly $500,000. The company has been 
looking over the ground and the prospects are said to 
be satisfactory. { 

Forest fires Jast week destroyed $5,000 worth of cedar 
belonging to D. M. McCallum near Au Sable. Fires did 
a large amount of damage to standing timber, cut cedar 


and logs, but heavy rains late in the week extinguished 
the flames. 

The MacKinnon Manufacturing Company has been 
filling a large order for the Alma sugar factory. 





AN IMPORTANT SALES ORGANIZATION. 


The new Mershon, Schuette, Parker & Co. white pine, 
box shook and sash, door and blind institution, of Sagi- 
naw, Mich., has perfected its sales organization with 
the following corps of salesmen: For New York city, 
W. D. Mershon, manager, with office at 18 Broadway. 
For northern New Jersey, with headquarters at 18 Broad- 
way, E. R. Blauvelt. For Philadelphia, A. W. Bacon, 
of Merchantville, N. J., as manager, assisted by George 
W. Brown, T. A. Updegraff and Fred W. Guild. The 
associates in this office will cover New Jersey, western 
Pennsylvania and the territory as far south as Vir- 
ginia. For New England, A. D. Moore, of New Haven, 
Conn., and E. C. Pease, of Springfield, Mass. For Pitts- 
burg and vicinity, A. C. Opperman, manager, assisted 
by L. O’Conner and A. D. Hensel. The company’s sale 
plans for the Ohio and Michigan field have not yet been 
perfected. The above list represents a very st rong corps 
of salesmen, all of whom are well and favorably known 
in their respective territories. 

The company’s present stock of white pine lumber 
comprises about 60,000,000 feet of high class and common 
Michigan, Duluth and Canadian stock. This will soon 
be augmented by current heavy purchases. 





FROM THE FOREST CITY. 


CLEVELAND, Onto., July 27.—Cleveland lumbermen 
have this week appeared better satisfied with the con- 
dition of trade and prices obtained for their lumber 
than at any time before since the opening of naviga- 
tion. The yards throughout the city are better and 
much more satisfactorily’ organized than at any time 
before for many years. Our recent meetings with Toledo 
and Sandusky have brought us into closer touch with 
the dealers of those markets. The new nomenclature 
recently agreed upon for the three markets seems to 
have been a step taken in the right direction, because 
the same name is given to the same grade or class 
of lumber in each market, and this done and _ thor- 
oughly understood by consumers and dealers throughout 
the country supplied with lumber from these markets 
there will be less confusion, and less chance and inclina- 
tion to cut prices than ever. Then the uniform price 
list adopted will have a strong tendency with deal- 
ers of the three markets to make the grading uniform, 
which will be another almest uncaleculable benefit, to 
not only the dealers of the three markets but the 
yard men throughout the country, and to consumers 
as well to whom the lumber goes. 

During the first two weeks of this month a sort 
of lax indifferent midsummer trade was experienced, but 
during the present week a decided improvement has 
been noticeable. The lumber received early has been 
sorted up, dried out and put in condition for use, and 
dealers are now in better shape to take care of trade 
than at any time before this year. The demand from 
our city consumers and users of lumber continues good, 
and there is every indication that it will keep up all 
through the year. 

This week about 12,500,000 feet of lumber was re- 
ceived at the various river yards from the following 
boats: Schooners Canton, Ralston, Dawson, Emerson 
and 0. O. Carpenter from Charlevoix; propellers T. R. 
Scott, Ida E. Black and John Wesley from Black river; 
propeller George Dunbar and schooner Westside from 
Raber; propeller N. Mills, schooners Chicoath, Inter- 
laken and W. K. Moore from Duluth; schooners M. N. 
Bourke and Uranus and propeller A. L. Hopkins from 
Ashland; propellers J. E. Mills from Ashland, Mineral 
State from St. Ignas and John Spry from Bayne City. 

Lath are in supply sufficient for immediate require- 
ments, though the amount on hand is not large. Prices 
are firm at the new list. The stock of shingles is 
very light in the market and there are no signs of 
any accumulation of Washington cedars, arrivals being 
consumed as fast as they come in. Of 12-inch No. 3 
boards there is but a light stock and the price on 
these is firm at the new list. Hemlock bill stuff is 
fast coming to the front for framing purposes and 
the price asked for it is the paramount persuasion 
with consumers. It is reported that by one dealer 
alone 750,000 feet of this has been sold this month 
as against 240,000 of norway. 

There has been a very noticeable increase of out-of- 
town buyers in the market this week, all wanting lum- 
ber for quick shipment. Of the most prominent were: 

G. McGregor, of Wellsville; Lyman Felham, Erie, Pa.: J. 
E. Goodrich, Geneva: W. H. Henry, of the Lisbon Lumber 
Company, Lisbon, Ohio; F. H. Weeks, of the Hankey Lumber 
Company. Akron, Ohio; C. C. Jenkins, Willoughby: George 
Fisher, George Fisher Lumber Company, Vermillion: C. 
Parsch. Parsch Lumber Company. Elyria; C. H. Tucker, 
Elyria Lumber Company. Elyria; Charles Nagley, J. Nagley & 
Son, New Philadelphia. Ohio: T. J. Dundon. T. J. 
Co., Columbus. Ohio: Dan Holwick and J. C. Lantz, Canton, 
Ohio: H. M. Wise, Harmony; Mr. Dietz, White & Dietz Lum- 
her Company. Akron, Ohio; John Piero, Mogadore: W. FE. 
Terhune, W. E. Terhune & Co.. Pittsburg; James A. Hunt and 
Mr. Leatherman, Wadsworth Hardware & Lumber Company, 
Wadsworth. Ohio: Frank Weybrecht. J. T. Weybrecht’s Sons, 
Alliance. Ohio: Mr. Thomas, Niles Lumber Company, Niles, 
Ohio: U. J. Robinson, Wellington, Ohio; E. M. Hamilton, 
New Castle. Pa.: L. F. Smith. L. F. Smith Lumber Company, 
Meadville, Pa.: 8. 8. White. Marion, Ohio. 

C. Fred Smith, of the Brockway-Smith Corporation of 
Lynn, Mass., dne of the large concerns of the east in 
the builders’ supply trade, spent Wednesday and Thurs- 
day of this week in the city with Mr. Heimbaugh and 
J. J. Wemple, of the Ohio Sash & Door Company. 

W. H. Prescott, of the Saginaw Bay Company, and 
Paul Gill, of the C. H. Gill Lumber Company, leave 
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tonight for Milwaukee, to compete for the national cham- 
pionship in a whist tournament to be held there early 
next week. 

John C. King, of the Cleveland Saw Mill & Lumber 
Company, reports business in excellent condition. The 
remnants of the recent fire have all disappeared. The 
company’s stock of lumber has been replenished and 
it is in as good shape as ever to take care of trade. 

The M. G. Browne Lumber Company reports car 
trade the best it has ever been. Orders by mail from 
eastern buyers for good lumber are far in excess of 
anything they have ever had before. 

Erwin Fisher, of the Fisher & Wilson Company, says of 
their trade, “We are having all we care to take care 
of at present prices, and must get more for our lum- 
ber.” 

F. R. Gilchrist & Co. say they are having of late 
an excellent trade in maple flooring and orders are 
far in excess of production for the past thirty days. 





TRADE IN TOLEDO. 

ToLevo, Ouro, July 29.—Another torrid week with the 
exception of one day and yet the general report is that 
business is good. Quite a fleet of lumber vessels is in 
this week, nearly all the yards receiving their propor- 
tion. The new list seems to be working all right. 
Everything that can be learned would seem to encour- 
age a decidedly optimistic view of the future demand 
for lumber. 

Local trade has been very good; a number of large 
buildings are in prospect and fully the usual number 
of small dwellings. Most of the mills have all the work 
they can handle comfortably. There is no rush just 
now but a good, healthy activity. 


BPBDBPDPDLD LD DI III TS 
A SHREWD GAME. 


A number of lumber dealers and furnishers of ma- 
terial of various kinds in this city have recently been 
victimized by a concern operating under the name of 
the Hammond Rolling Mill Company, with headquar- 
ters at Hammond, Ind., and offices in the Chamber of 
Commerce building, this city. The parties composing 
the above company a few months ago leased an idle 
iron plant at Hammond and then sold the lease to 
themselves for $300,000, which was made the nominal 
capital stock of the company. Of this amount it was 
claimed that there had been paid in cash between 
$75,000 and $80,000. The company then began to pur- 
chase lumber, coal and other supplies, for which it 
paid cash, It claimed to convert by a new process scrap 
and other iron into billets for use for special purposes. 
After paying cash for their supplies for about sixty 
days the management began requesting thirty days’ 
time and gave as references those firms from which 
they had been buying for gash. After about four 
months some of the parties who had been selling the 
concern on time began to feel an anxiety about getting 
their pay. The creditors were informed by the man- 
ager of the concern that a man named Briggs, who 
posed as president, had mismanaged the institution and 
it was unable to pay its debts. 

A meeting of the creditors was held at which one 
Hutchinson, a manufacturer of bottlers’ supplies, pre- 
sented a contract made by the company in which it 
agreed that he should furnish the company with its 
iron supplies and take in part payment the product of 
the plant. This contract was rather a surprise to the 
creditors, to whom it seemed suspiciously irregular, as 
it made Hutchinson the whole thing. Investigation 
showed that the company owed fully $35,000 and had 
no tangible assets, either in cash or anything else 
excepting the lease, and that the secretary and treas- 
urer, M. Denslow, of the Chamber of Commerce build- 
ing, had all along deposited the monéys received in the 
name of Hutchinson. When the creditors threatened 
trouble the company called a meeting and offered to 
compromise with them for cash at 25 cents on the dol- 
lar. . John H. Waters, an attorney and one of tite 
stockholders in the company,. who some time ago 
achieved considerable notoriety in connection with dam- 
age suits against the West Chicago. Street Railway 
Company, and who has offices at Clark and Randolph 
streets, was the attorney for the company. The inter- 
ests of the creditors were looked after by Kruse & 
Peden, attorneys, of the Ashland block. 

A petition was afterward filed in the United States 
court by the Northwestern Fuel Company, of this city, 
to force the Hammond Rolling Mill Company into bank- 
ruptey and will be heard shortly. Others of the credit- 
ors recently appealed to the courts to have a_trus- 
tee appointed to take charge of the company’s busi- 
ness and upon proper cause being shown the court 
appointed the Equitable Trust Company, of this city, 
which concern has filed.a bond and is: now in control 
of the Hammond Rolling Mill Company’s affairs. 


RAPALA 


Mrs. J. E. Meginn, wife of Captain J. E. McGinn, 
representative at the City of Mexico of the Texas Tram 
& Lumber Company of Beaumont; Tex.: and his daugh- 
ter, Mrs. R. G. Kirkland, were both inJured in a wreck 
occurring July 22 on the Mexican Central railroad. near 
Mectezuma, Mex., while traveling home from a visit to 
the states. Mrs. Meginn’ sustained a ‘badly’ sprained 
ankle and Mrs. Kirkland severe contusions about thé 
head. The ladies were taken ‘back to’ El’ Paso, Tex., 
where their injuries, which were fortunately not’ serious; 
were attended to. Captain Meginn and Mr. Kirkland, 
who were both in the City of Mexico at the time’ of 
the accident, proceeded by first train to El Paso. 


Litigation. 


A Decision and a Dispute. 

SaGinaw, Micu., July 30.—A decision of Judge M. J. 
Connine at Au Sable last Wednesday is invested with 
much interest to lumbermen in the northern part of 
the state, or in fact in all timbered localities where 
state lands are found. Last winter the Pine River 
Lumber Company cut about 4,000,000 feet of hemlock 
timber in Alcona county and sold the timber to the 
Detroit Lumber Company and the H. M. Loud’s Sons 
Company, to be delivered at Au Sable. Last spring 
state trespass agents claimed that 350,000 feet of the 
timber was cut on state lands, and while the logs were 
being driven through Van Etten boom they seized that 
amount of logs, asserting the state was the absolute 
owner and had the right to sell them for their entire 
value. The logs were advertised by the state to be sold 
July 17, but before the day of sale H. K. Gustin, of 
Alpena, representing the lumbermen, filed a bill of com- 
plaint asking for an injunction forbidding the trespass 
agents from trying to sell the timber or from interfer- 
ing with the lumbermen in its possession. This injunc- 
tion was issued and was served on the state agent July 
17. He at once wired State Land Commissioner Wildey 
and was instructed to hold possession of the timber at 
all hazards, Thereupon the trespass agent seized the 
logs, put a force of men on guard and threatened the 
Loud company with arrest if the logs were interfered 
with. Judge Connine then issued an order to show 
cause why said trespass agent should not be held in 
contempt of court. The case came up on Wednesday 
and the court held that state trespass agents had no 
authority to force collection of unpaid taxes without 
proper writ, and he found the agent in contempt. 

The Michigan Log Towing Company last week began 





suit by declaration against the Saginaw Bay Towing 
Company to recover alleged damages amounting to 
$15,000. The plaintiff says that in 1896 a contract was 
entered into with the defendant under which it was to 
do 624 percent and the defendant 374 percent of all the 
towing done by both. It is contended that the defend- 
ant towed 125,000,000 feet of logs from Canada and the 
plaintiff towed 36,104,120 feet and that the defendant 
failed to pay its share of the excess towing. 





A Three-Fourths Settlement. 


At a meeting of the auditors of the F. S. Schulze 
Lumber Company, Brooklyn, N. Y., held last week, Mar- 
tin Conboy, of Dill & Baldwin, buyers, of New York 
city, was appointed trustee to wind up the company’s af- 
fairs. Liabilities are placed at $21,000 and assets at 
$14,000. It is believed that despite this showing by 
proper management the creditors will get about 75 per- 
cent of the amount of their claims. 





‘A New York Judgment. 

Judgment for $39,138 was entered on July 29 against 
John D. Metzger & Co., lumber dealers of New York 
city and Port au Prince, Haiti, who formerly had an 
office at 15 Whitehall street, in favor of the Yellow 
Pine Lumber Company of Mobile, Ala., for the amount 
now due on eight drafts drawn by the Yellow Pine 
Lumber Company at Mobile from August to November, 
1898, which were‘ accepted by John D. Metzger & Co. 
The judgment is against the joint property of the two 
partners in the firm, and also against the individual 
property of Gustav H. Werner, one of the partners, who 
was the only one served with the summons. He was 
served at Buffalo, N. Y. They have been in business 
many years. Three years ago it was said that they 
had a claim against the Haitien government for $100,000. 





ALONG THE PACIFIC SLOPE. 





A Record Breaking Lumber Cargo—Log Rafting Again Active—A-Seattle-Tacoma Trolley Line 
—Preparations to Anticipate a Car Shortage—A Comprehensive Strike at San 
Francisco Paralyzing Trade—Heavy Redwood Shingle Shipments 
—Two Typical Coast Enterprises, Their Operation 
and Their Official Personnel. 





FROM THE WEBFOOT STATE. 


PortLAND, OrE., July 28.—The largest cargo of lum- 
ber ever set afloat on the Pacific coast was cleared from 
Portland yesterday by the Pacific Export Lumber Com- 
pany, the Norwegian steamship Thyra departing with 
3,554,225 feet for Taku, the greater part of it ties. The 
cargo of the Thyra brings the average for ten of the 
ships that have cleared from Portland up to over 3,000,- 
000 feet, each a record, it is claimed, that has never 
been approached by any other port in the world. 

The W. Allaway Trust Company, Limited, of Lon- 
don, has bonded 45,000 acres of timber land along the 
Rogue river and a project is now under way to construct 
a railroad from Medford to Port Orford, Ore. The 
road will follow for a portion of the distance the Illi- 
nois and Rogue rivers and will be built for the purpose 
of bringing out timber to a mill which will be erected 
at Medford. 

Thirteen out of fourteen tie saw mills in the vicinity 
of Troutdale, Ore., have closed down on account of the 
dullness of the market and the recent reduction from 
23 to 22 cents for ties. 

The Western Construction Company, of this city, has 
just received a contract for the construction of a 15- 
mile extension of the Portland, Vancouver & Yakima 
railroad, from its present terminus sixteen miles north 
of Vancouver to the Chelatchie prairie, where it will 
tap one of the finest bodies of timber in the state. The 
contract calls for the completion of the extension by 
December 15. The company has begun work on a big 
dock and wharf at Vancouver near the Michigan Lum- 
ber Company’s plant. 

8. Benson, the lower’ Columbia logger, recently sold 
1,000 acres of timber land in Columbia’ county, Oregon, 
to W. B. Mackay for $14,000. ’ 

The big log raft which has’ been under construction 
at Westport, on the Columbia, for several months, is 
nearly completed and a couple of big tugs have been 
ordered to start seaward with it August 10. The raft 
will contain over 525,000 lineal feet of piling and in 
board: measure would figure out over 6,000,000 feet. It 
draws twenty-three and one-half feet of water, and if 
landed at San Francisco in good shape will mean a 
saving in freights of over $15,000. 

The. Shaver Transportation Company ° yesterday 
launched a. big sternwheel steamer, to be used exclu- 
sively in the log towing business on the Columbia and 
Willamette rivers. She was christened -M.. F, Hen- 
derson, in honor of the vice president of the Eastern 
and Western lumber companies. of this city. ' Seat 

The steamship Strathgyle, which is loading a cargo 
at the Portland Lumbering Company’s plant, -will earry 
over 3,000,000 feet of lumber,,’of which 2,400,000 feet 
will be treated by a creoséte preserving bath before 
beirig loaded. But 100,000.feet a day can be treated 
and the work of loading is accordingly very slow.’ ; 

The saw mill of Dodge Sinimons, near Amity, Ofe., 
was destroyed by fire July 24, entailing a loss of about 
$10,000. 





_Shingle Company to Iowa. 


The saw mill of E. Spraggett, at Smelter Lake, three 
miles from Grand Forks, B. C., was destroyed by fire 
July 24, together with 1,000,000 feet of lumber. Loss, 
$30,000, with partial insurance. 

ee ee ea 
WESTERN WASHINGTON NEWS. 

Tacoma, WasH., July 27.—Although the Northern 
Pacific and the Great Northern roads have made recent 
purchases of a large number of new box cars which 
are now being delivered, there is likely to be scarcity 
of cars for the fall trade. Lumber and shingle manu- 
facturers are making heavy demands upon the rail- 
roads for cars. For the first six months of 1901 25,000 
cars, in round numbers, were loaded with lumber and 
shingles in this state. The Washington Shingle Man- 
ufacturers’ Association and the Pacific Coast Lumber- 
men’s Association have asked for 26,000 cars to be 
loaded before November 15. Alexander Tinling, of the 
Northern Pacific, says his company has ordered 4,000 
new box cars this season, that some of them have 
already been delivered and that all will be available 
before the Washington wheat crop shall begin to move. 
The Great Northern has about 1,500 new cars coming 
which it expects before the grain crop will begin mov- 
ing. J, W. Draper, representing the Burlington, states 
that his company in past years has sent cars to the 
coast to relieve the Northern Pacific and will do the 
same this year. Consequently the railroad men feel 
that while cars may be scarce there will not be a car 
famine at the time of the movement of the wheat crop 
in conjunction with the heavy demands of the lum- 
bermen, 

Work was begun at Ballard last week upon a fleet 
of ten wooden vessels for the Globe Transportation 
Company. 

Work on the Seattle-Tacoma electric interurban rail- 
way was begun this week. Upwards of 600 men and 
125 teams with headquarters at Auburn are at work 
grading the right of way. .The road runs through 4 
heavily timbered region in the Puyallup Indian _res- 
ervation and another crew of men is. at work clear- 
ing the right of way. In addition to the large quan- 


tity of lumber to be used in fencing, several large ~ 


orders for timbers for trestles and. bridges are to be 
placed. 

One of the banner cars of shingles of the season 
was shipped. last week by the Robinson Lumber 
This car contained 426,000 
Washington red cedar shingles and is said to break 
the record for a single car from this section. It took 
the entire product of a hand machine mill eight days 
to load-the car. The price received for these shingles 
was $1.75.a-thousand,.which is equal to any price pal 
for Washington shingles for several ‘years. ee 

The H. McCormick Lumber Company, of McCormick, 
Wash., and, the Rock’ Creek. Lumber Company, have 
consolidated..their’ interests, W. C, Miles: having sold 
his stock in the Rock Creek to the other partners and 
retired from the business. F. B. Hubbard, who is presi- 
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dent of both companies, will have charge of the sales 
department and H. McCormick will operate both mills. 

The Cascade Timber Company, with capital stock of 
$100,000, filed articles of incorporation with the Pierce 
county auditor last week. The company intends to 
deal in timber lands, operate saw mills and build a 
railroad in King county. The trustees are W. M. 
Ladd, Charles E. Ladd, Edward Cookingham, John 
Bagley, Martin Miller and E. M. Hayden. The prin- 
cipal place of business is Tacoma. 

H. G. Foster is in Tacoma for the first time since 
he went to Chicago, where he has his headquarters 
as agent for the middle west of the St. Paul & Tacoma 
Lumber Company, of this city. Mr. Foster will re- 
main in Tacoma but a few days. 

The steamship Algoa, the largest steamer ever on 
Puget sound, arrived in port today. She has aboard 
1,200,000 feet of lumber loaded at Port Blakeley and 
Port Ludlow for the orient. 

The Tacoma Mill Company sent out three coastwise 
cargoes this week of 590,000 feet, 457,000 feet and 
470,000 feet respectively, all consigned to southern Cali- 
fornia, 

David Matheson, president of the Iowa Shingle Com- 
pany, of Sequim, Wash., was in the city this week. 
Mr. Matheson is known to almost every member of 
the trade in the state. He was one of the earliest 
Klondikers and lost both feet and both arms by being 
frozen in Alaska. Returning to Puget sound he or- 
ganized his present company, which is doing a flour- 


ishing business. 
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TWO LIVELY SOUTHWESTERN WASHINGTON 
MILLS. 

CENTRALIA, WASH., July 27.—There are several up to 
date lumber manufacturing concerns in southwestern 
Washington which, while not having plants quite as 
large as some of those on the sound, still manufacture 
lumber as well and economically as the so called “big 
mills.” Located in the midst of the timber, with but a 
haul of a mile or so to the mill, they are in a position 
to get out long timbers and bill stuff quickly. 

The mill of the H. H. Martin Lumber Company, of 
Centralia, a halftone of which appears herewith, is 
located on the Northern Pacific tracks about one mile 
from the town. The mill has a capacity of about 50,000 
feet daily and by the addition of late and improved 
machinery during the past year is now in position to 
make good and well manufactured lumber. 

H. H. Martin was formerly engaged in the logging 
business on the Chippewa river, in Wisconsin. He came 
to this state in 1889 and has been engaged in the manu- 
facture of lumber since that time, assisted by his two 
sons, George and Frank. The former attends to the 
manufacturing, while Frank Martin manages the office 
and sales. 

On the South Bend branch of the Northern Pacfic are 
several new and up to date mills, among which may be 
mentioned the plant of W. C. Yeomans at Pe Ell. Just 
beyond Pe Ell is the plant of the H. McCormick Lumber 
Company, a picture of which appears herewith. A mile 
or so beyond McCormick is the plant of the Rock Creek 
Lumber Company. These two concerns are owned by 
practically the same parties and recently the selling 
offices of both were consolidated and the sales hereafter 
will be made through the McCormick office. 

W. C. Miles, manager of the Rock Creek Lumber Com- 
pany, is a hustling mill man and active worker in the 
Southwestern Lumbermen’s Association, as also are the 
Martins, Mr. Yeomans and Harry McCormick, manager 
of the McCormick Lumber Company. Both Messrs. 
Miles and McCormick, as well as F, B. Hubbard, presi- 
dent of the Rock Creek and the H. McCormick Lumber 
companies, are old railroad men, having formerly been 
engaged with the Northern Pacific railway. The two 


mills each have a capacity of about 50,000 feet daily and 
both are equipped with planing mills and factories for 
the manufacture of cross arms, Long timbers and cross 
arms of fir are their specialty. They are located in a 
body of fine fir timber which cuts up into the finest 
quality of railroad and bridge timbers. 


Among other mills in this section should be men- 
tioned that of Doty & Stoddard, at Doty, also on the 
South Bend branch, a picture of which plant appeared 
in the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN not long ago. 





A TYPICAL REDWOOD OPERATION. 

San Francisco, Ca., July 27.—One of the largest 
redwood manufacturing concerns in California is the 
Pacific Lumber Company, which has mills at Scotia, 
Humboldt county, on the Eel river, where it cuts from 
25,000,000 to 30,000,000 feet of lumber and 100,000,000 
shingles annually. The lumber from the mill is hauled 
on the company’s own railroad, which extends about 
fifteen miles, and in connection with the Eureka & Eel 
River railway is delivered at Field’s Landing on Hum- 
boldt bay and there loaded on vessels for shipment’ to 
all parts of the world. Considerable of it is shipped 
to the Pacific company’s large wholesale and retail 
yards in San Francisco, of which D. A. Bender is man- 
ager. The company has. about 6,000 acres of timber 
lands extending from the mill up Eel river and its 
branches, a distance of twenty miles or more. The 
quality of this timber is considered among the best in 
Humboldt county. It runs to exceed 50 percent clear. 

Humboldt county is very rich in agricultural and 
dairy products, over $1,000,000 worth of the latter 
being produced annually. It is a fine fruit country, a 
great many apples in particular being raised; in the 
rivers there is excellent fishing. 

The officers of the Pacific Lumber Company are Capt. 
Charles Nelson, president; John C. Hampton, vice presi- 
dent, and general manager; W. L. B. Mills, secretary; 
D,°A. Bender, manager of the San Francisco yards. 
The stockholders are principally San Francisco people. 
Associated with Mr. Bender is 8S. G. Cook, a well known 
lumberman of Minneapolis, Minn. 

At the San Francisco yards the company has a 
commodious office building and planing mill as well as 
sheds for dressed lumber. In the office at San Fran- 
cisco is L. D. McDonald, who looks after the sales and 
shipping. Mr. McDonald is an experienced lumberman, 
thoroughly understanding the lumber of the Pacific 
coast and its markets. Mr. Bender was for many years 
engaged in the railroad business, which well qualified 
him for taking the management a few years ago of 
the San Francisco yards of the Pacific Lumber Company. 





FROM THE GOLDEN STATE. 


San Francisco, Cau., July 27.—This city is in the 
turmoil of an important strike of the teamsters and 
drayage employees and the business of the community 
is practically at a standstill. All of the commercia! 
interests are affected and the lumber interests, con- 
trary to expectations, are also embroiled in the trouble. 
The teamsters have gone out from .uany of the yards 
in this city and the retail dealers feel very sore over 
the prospect. Orders are very exacting at this writing, 
as there is a great deal of building going on all over the 
city, while prices admit of a fair profit. The with- 
drawal of the teams causes delay in handling orders 
and trouble is constantly at hand, How long the strike 
will last is difficult to say, but it is understood that 
the employers will not give way even a trifle, so it 
is a matter of the survival of the fittest; the advan- 
tage lies with the former. 

Yesterday five of the principal box factories closed 
down by agreement of the owners, upon refusal of the 
teamsters to haul the manufactured boxes, coupled with 
a demand of the employees for higher wages. All the 
employees of these factories were notified to stop work 
and 530 members of the Sawyers & Nailers’ Union were 
locked out. The factories concerned in this movement 
are Hobbs, Wall & Co., the American Box Factory, Com- 
mercial Rox Factory, National Box Factory, and the 
Pacifie Rox Factory, which control the box output of 
the city. 

This will have a tremendous bearing on the commer- 
cial life of San Francisco, as the canners and commis- 
sion houses will be unable to obtain their boxes and 





* THE H. McCORMICK LUMBER COMPANY, McCORMICK, WASH. 


will be compelled to close their establishments. The 
strike is a most deplorable one and the merchants are 
losing thousands of dollars daily, but are bound to win 
out it they bankrupt their strike funds. 

Lumber conditions otherwise are in a flourishing state 
and complaints are seldom heard save the one that the 
dealers cannot get their orders filled fast enough to 
satisfy their customers. Prices remain as they have 
been for some months while the demand is constantly 
increasing. Times are exceptionally encouraging and 
the city is filled with houses in process of construction. 
All of the mills are running now and some are so 
rushed with orders that extra forces are necessary te 
keep up with the inflow of orders from all over the 
country. 

An important innovation has been instituted in the 
plant of the El Dorado Lumber Company at Placerville, 
which is now being operated under the management of 
D. H. McEwen, an old time eastern lumberman. This 
is the construction of a tramway over a 1,000-foot gulch 
so that the cars loaded with lumber can be loaded upon 
the cage and sent from the railroad track on one side 
to the rails on the other and thence shipped over the 
company’s railroad to the yards at Placerville. This 
scheme will save the company many thousands of dol- 
lars and will give the other lumber companies a means 
of exploiting their hitherto inaccessible timber lands. 

The mill of the Albion Lumber Company, at Albion, 
Mendocino county, is being rushed toward completion 
and it will not be many days before the saws will be 
operating. Every adjunct of a modern, up to date mill 
plant is to be installed and Manager Standish feels 
confident that he will have a mill unsurpassed by any 
of its size on the Pacific coast. The next thirty days 
will see the mill in operation, when especial attention 
will be given eastern orders. 

The shingle market is very active at the present 
writing and shipments from Humboldt county ports 
have been exceptionally heavy for the last few months. 
Spring repairs throughout the eastern and middle west- 
ern states have made a good call for the redwood shin- 
gle and the dealers and manufacturers feel confident of 
a splendid closing to the year. The shipments for June 


aggregated : 
To— Pieces. 
San Francisco bay points............... 13,870,500 
Southern California points.............. 28,488,000 
Northern coast points...............06- 1,350,000 
San Francisco (eastern shipments)...... 3,025,000 
WOSGIEE BOCCR occ ce ctenepethewenees 2,575,250 
BOR is i's so sind vmige eed wekale wee eee 49,308,750 


This is not a half bad showing considering that there 
are so few shingle mills operating, although there are 
almost twice as many under construction. There will 
be a great boom in shingle manufacturing in Califor- 
nia, and when the above statistics are considered it 
should not be thought that the mills of Humboldt 
county are the only manufacturers, for the redwood 
belt of the Santa Cruz mountains is covered with small 
mills catering to local or country demands. Prices for 
the redwood product have not altered for some time 
and the manufacturers feel content to let well enough 
alone and not endeavor to force the market with higher 
prices and so encourage a competition that would flood 
the markets of this country and destroy the equilibrium 
of today. 

The United States bureau of forestry has two parties 
of men in the forest regions of this state this season, 
and from all reports they are accomplishing the best of 
results. One of the parties and the more important is 
situated in the lumber camps of Scott & Van Arsdale 
at McCloud, under the supervision of Robert D, Swales, 
while the other is at work about the Trinity county 
timber sections. The government is receiving every 
courtesy from the lumbermen, who are to be congratu- 
lated upon their interest in the work and their realiza- 
tion of the importance of the labor being done. 

The Union Lumber Company is rushed day and night 
with orders that are accumulating at its local office and 
1901 will be a banner year for this enterprising and 
energetic company. 














MILL OF THE H. H. MARTIN LUMBER COMPANY, CENTRALIA, WASH. 
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A GREAT PACIFIC COAST BUSINESS. 


‘tory in Picture and Types of the St Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company A Fine Plant and 
its Glorious Mountain Background—The [lills and Their Product Unsurpassed 
Logging and Manufacturing Facilities—Business Sagacity 
and Public Spirit. 





To one sitting on the veranda of Hotel Tacoma of 
an evening as daylight is beginning to fade away, a 
grand panorama of manufacturing industry and moun- 
tain scenery is presented to view, with beautiful snow 
capped Mount Tacoma in the distance to touch off 
one of the finest prospects that can be seen anywhere 
on the Pacific coast. As darkness spreads over the 
earth and the great mountain fades from view one’s 
attention is attracted by the busy plant of the St. 
Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company in the foreground 
with its myriads of electric lights changing night into 
day as the saws merrily hum, turning out thousands 
of feet of lumber to be shipped to all parts of the 
world. 

Tacoma is a beautiful city. From Commencement 
bay, which is the thoroughfare of the great ocean ves- 
sels as well as small craft of all kinds, there arise 
cliffs, or rather hills, on which are many fine and 
costly homes. On the tide lands extending out into 
the bay is located the great lumber manufacturing plant 
of the St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company. It is not 
often that a saw mill is located in a picturesque place; 
scenery is something that lumbermen do not consider 
when building saw mills, and doubtless in this instance 











The Mills and the Mountain -Flag of the Battleship lowa 
In the Foreground. 
it was not considered, yet no prettier spot could have 
been found. There was but little land there when 
work was begun thirteen years ago, yet little by little 
the refuse from the mill was used to build land out 
into the water until now the yard and docks of the 
St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company extend nearly 
one and one-half miles out toward the entrance to 
Puget sound, thus enabling vessels of the heaviest 
draft to load lumber for shipment to foreign lands. 
With the building of railroads into new regions soon 
comes industrial development, Back into the latter 
part of the ’80s, shortly after the completion of the 
Northern Pacifie railway to tide water, connecting the 
great farming regions of the Mississippi and Missouri 
valleys with the immense forests of timber on Puget 
sound by bands of steel, Col. C. W. Griggs and A. G. 
Foster, leading business men of St. Paul, Minn., Henry 
Hewitt, jr., of Neenah, Wis., and others, conceived the 





idea of building a great lumber manufacturing plant 
on Puget sound. They foresaw the advantages to be 
gotten by getting in on the ground floor in the develop- 
ment of the great empire west of the Cascade moun- 
tains. The result was the organization in 1888 of the 
St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company with a capitali- 
zation of $1,500,000 paid up, with the following offi- 
cers: Chauncy W. Griggs, 
president; Addison G. Fos- 
ter, vice president; Henry 
Hewitt, treasurer; P. D. 
Norton, assistant treasurer ; 
George Browne, secretary. 
This organization remained 
unchanged until the annual 
meeting following the death 
of P. D. Norton in April, 
1900, when Capt. Everett G. 
Griggs, son of Col. Griggs, 
was made second vice presi- 
dent, L. B. Royce, of Fort 
Atkinson, Wis., superintend- 
ent, and J. J. Hewitt assist- 
ant treasurer. 

Since this organization was 
formed Col. C. W. Griggs 
has been the guiding spirit 
in all its affairs, and to 
him probably more than to 
any other member of the 
company is due the credit of 
the success it has attained. 
In all this he has been ably 
assisted by his son, Captain Everett G. Griggs, who 
in a great measure took upon himself the duties of 
the late P. D. Norton. Mr. Foster has also devoted 
much time to the business until elected two years ago 
to represent the state of Washington in the United 
States senate, but since that time his public duties 
have demanded more of his time and attention. The 
company’s extensive timber interests have been under 
the supervision of Mr. Hewitt. 

So large did the business of the company grow that in 
1900 a second mill was found necessary in order that 
it might take care of the demand upon it for lumber for 
shipment, both by rail to the east and by water coast- 
wise and to foreign countries. The old large mill was com- 
pleted and began sawing in 1889 and has scarcely 
stopped for a day since. It was equipped with two 
Prescott band mills, one Menominee band resaw and a 
gang mill, giving it a total capacity of 250,000 feet in 
ten hours. In 1892 a shingle mill equipped with a hand 
machine only was added to the saw mill. A few years 
later a double block machine was added to the shingle 
equipments. For a number of years the demand has 
been so heavy that it was found necessary to run the 
saw mill both night and day and, as stated, the con- 
tinuing of this rapidly increasing business resulted a 
year ago in the determination of the members of the 
company to build an additional mill, which was com- 
pleted and began sawing in December, 1900, the com- 
bined plant being one of the largest in the country. 
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The New Mill. 


The best ideas in modern saw mill building were ob- 
tained in the construction of the new mill, which is said 
by experienced saw mill men to be one of the most com- 
plete and up to date saw mills in the country. It is 
equipped with a large 10-foot Allis-Chalmers Company’s 
band mill and an 8-foot telescopic double cutting band 
mill made by the same well known machinery house. 
This equipment gives a capacity of 150,000 feet in ten 
hours, making the total capacity of the two mills 400,000 
feet a tour. 

The shingle mill was removed from the old mill to 
the new mill, where it has more room and better facili- 











A Giant from the Forests of the St. Paul & Tacoma lumber Company. 


ties for operating. Here shingles are made on a 10-block 
Challoner machine, a double block and a hand machine, 
giving a capacity of 400,000 shingles a tour. The 
object in building the new mill, besides the desire to 
increase the capacity of the plant, was to supply better 
facilities for manufacturing cedar into shingles and 
lumber and also spruce logs, a great deal of which the 
company has in its timber holdings. The new mill is a 
cedar and spruce mill while the old mill is enabled to 
saw fir exclusively. The new mill was built after an 
extended investigation of the best saw mills in exist- 
ence, and with all the advantages to be had in improved 
machinery it really represents the latest and best to be 
found in mechanical ingenuity and economic arrange- 


‘ment for handling and manufacturing logs into lumber 


and other products. In the accompanying illustration 
of the plant the new mill is seen at the right of the 
main plant, The new mill for convenience is desig- 
nated mill “B.” 

The power for turning the saw mill plant is furnished 
by a Bates-Corliss engine 28x48 inches of 500-horse power 
and a pair of twin engines built by the works of the 
Puget Sound Dry Docks, Tacoma, having 250-horse 
power. An extensive electric light plant is located in 
the power house and at night the entire plant is lighted 
by electricity. 


Method of Handling Lumber. 


For years the refuse of the mill has been used for 
the purpose of building the land out into the_ bay. 











Old Mill, or Mill“ A,” of the St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company, 
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Upward of forty acres has been raised above high tide 
water and on this made land the lumber is piled. The 
lumber is taken from the mill on wagons on tramways 
and hauled out into the yard for piling. That which 
is to be shipped on vessels is hauled to the end of the 
dock over a mile from the mill and is there loaded on to 
the vessels. The water is very deep at the end of the 
dock and the largest vessels on the Pacific coast are 
able to anchor there. As a general thing the company 
has on hand from 20,000,000 to 30,000,000 feet of lumber 
and is thus able to ship large orders for dry stock at any 
time. Its large sheds for dressed lumber are capable of 
covering at least 5,000,000 feet. Its large dry kilns 
are built of brick, thus reducing the fire danger to a 
minimum, and together they have a total capacity of 
over 125,000 feet, besides sufficient kiln room for the 
entire shingle output. The St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber 
Company was the first concern on the coast to build 
brick dry kilns and their use has been most satisfactory. 

The planing mill is located on the ground floor and 
at the end of mill “A” and is equipped with nine floor- 
ing machines, three surfacers and three resaws, with 
cut off saws and other attendant machinery necessary 
for the proper dressing of the large output. The com- 
pany prides itself on its superior quality of fir flooring 
and is known throughout the country in this respect, 
and this is due to the extra care that is taken in manu- 
facture. 

A side issue and one which is still of considerable 
economical importance is the marketing of the slabs and 
mill wood attendant upon such extensive manufacturing. 
The mill wood is sold throughout the city for fuel and 
is delivered in large quantities to manufacturing con- 
cerns for furnishing power. Over thirty teams are 
kept busy delivering this wood. 

Logging Operations. 

The company owns a great deal of timber in Wash- 
ington and at present is getting its log supply for its 
mills from its own camps on the foot hills of Mount 
Tacoma, about forty miles away. The company operates 
three camps in different sections of its holdings in 
Pierce county, consisting of fine fir, spruce and cedar. 
McDougall & Jackson operate two large camps on the 




















New Mill, or Mill “ B,” of the St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company, 





A Clear 10,000-foot Fir Log Going Into the Mill. 


company’s timber, making five in all. Their camps 
are near Buckley on the Northern Pacific and are 
reached by their own railroad. The logging is done 
by means of great don- 
key engines, strong steel 
cable and horses, and no 
matter how thick the 
brush and timber are the 
huge logs are jerked out 
of the forest by the cable 
| to the skidways and 
| there taken in tow by 
| the road _ engines - and 
hauled to the landing 
below, where they are 
loaded on the standard 
gage cars. The logs are 
dumped from the cars 
into the log ponds at the 
mills, which are of suffi- 
cient capacity to hold a 
large supply. They are 
managed by a system of 
gates which hold the 
water as it comes in with 
the tide and prevent it 
from going out at low 
water. In these ponds 
from 7,000,000 to 15,000,- 
000 feet of logs are usu- 
ally carried. 

It takes between 500 
and 600 employees to 
operate the plant at Ta- 
coma, which means a 
monthly pay roll of from 
$30,000 to $40,000. The 
logging pay roll brings 





the amount distributed monthly to its employees u 
to about $50,000, depending upon the demands of the 
business and whether night crews are operated. 


Building a New Store. 


An important branch of the business of the St. Paul 
& Tacoma Lumber Company is its large brick store and 
warehouse located on Pacific avenue in the center of the 





View In Engine Room-St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Co. 


wholesale district of Tacoma. Through this store the 
company has carried on for years an extensive business 
in general merchandise, ship chandlery and outfitting 
for Alaska mining. As soon as the new mill was com- 
pleted plans were immediately made for removing the 
store business to its present location so as to concentrate 
the entire business of the company in the vicinity of the 
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mills and office. With this object in view work is noy 
under way looking toward the construction of a store 
building 125x140 feet in size, two and one-half stories 
high, to the left of the office as seen in the accompanying 
picture. When this shall be completed all branches 
of the company’s business can be conveniently carried on 
from the general office, and in addition the store will 
be more convenient for the trade of the employees in 
a retail way. Employees may buy where they please, 
but they find it much more convenient to buy in the com- 
pany’s store, and when it shall be in its new location 
it will be still more convenient. 

The Office. 

The general offices of the company are exceptionally 
fine. The interior of the different rooms is finished in 
native woods of the Pacific coast—fir, spruce, cedar and 
hemlock all being shown to their best advantage. At 
the left of the entrance is the private office of Col. Griggs 

























Store of the St. Paul 
& Tacoma Lbr. Co. 


and on the right 

and connected di- 

rectly with the 

counting room is 

the office of Capt. 

Everett G. Griggs, 

second vice presi- 

dent. Here Capt. 

Griggs may _ be 

seen early and late, 

as he is a hard 

worker and always - 
keeps in ~ close 

touch with the de- 

tails of the busi- 

ness. Back of Col. 

Griggs’ office are 

private offices for 

different members of the company, directors’ room and 
also a lounging room for the special use and comfort of 
the sea captains while their vessels are at the com- 
pany’s docks loading lumber. 

Its Great Rail and Cargo Trade. 

The St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company is probably 
better known in the east among the buyers of west coast 
lumber than any other concern on the Pacific coast. 
This is not due to its age, as there are a number of 
concerns much older, but rather to its management, 
which has from the first endeavored to impress upon the 
people east of the Rocky mountains that the St. Paul & 
Tacoma Lumber Company is equipped to furnish any- 
thing in the way of western lumber, well manufactured 
and on short order. By the energetic and forceful quali- 


Tacoma Lumber Company. 


A General View o1 the Plant of the St. Paul & 


ties of the people at its head the name of the St. Paul 
& Tacoma Lumber Company has become synonymous 
with western lumber; in other words, any one wanting 
west coast lumber from the smallest carload to the 
largest timber bill usually thinks of the St. Paul & 
Tacoma Lumber Company first. It has made a specialty 
of fir flooring as well as fir timbers and general yard 
stock, and with its new mill can now furnish anything in 
cedar and spruce and cedar shingles. 

When the ship Hester left its dock on April 17, 1890, 
for Australia, loaded with lumber from the mill of the 
St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company, its foreign cargo 
trade began to grow; since then vessels have carried its 
lumber to all parts of the world. Considerable of the 


lumber goes to Sydney, Adelaide and Melbourne, Aus- - 


tralia, while Capetown and Delagoa bay, South Africa, 
have been liberal buyers. It has shipped large cargoes 
to China and Siberia on government orders and to our 
new possessions in the Philippines as well as to the 
Hawaiian islands. The company manages a large yard 
at San Francisco and it frequently ships coastwise car- 
goes to “the city,” as San Francisco is called, and to 
other California ports. 

Over one-half of its output, however, goes to the 
territory east 
of the Rocky 
mountains by 
rail. The lead- 
ing railways 
are heavy buy- 
ers of railroad 
material, such 
as car siding, 
roofing, sills 
and bridge tim- 
bers. Colonel 
Griggs and his 
Lumber Sheds of 


the St. Paul & 
Tacoma Lbr. Co. 


associates had an _ extensive 


personal 
with many of the leading railroad men in the mid- 


acquaintance 


dle west and were, no doubt, benefited in this 
way in having Washington fir introduced among rail- 
roads for car construction and railroad building. Through 
their instrumentality the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
railway was persuaded to send experts to Tacoma about 
ten years ago, when a series of hydraulic tests was made 
that fully demonstrated the superior tensile and lateral 
strength of fir. These tests showed that it possessed 
qualities of durability entitling it to consideration in 
building cars and bridges from a standpoint of economy 
and sluts. Attention of master mechanics to Wash- 
ington fir was attracted by these tests and as a result 
there has been a steadily increasing demand for fir for 





Interlor of Mill “B" of the St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company. 





“ties shall not remain in ignorance of 


railroad purposes as well as for finishing lumber, in 
which all the mills of Washington have benefited, due 
to the energetic pioneering done by the St. Paul & 
Tacoma Lumber Company. 


Ably Represented in the East. 


The St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company has recently 
opened an office in Chicago at 533 Marquette building; 
in charge of Harrison G. Foster, a member of the com- 
pany and son of Senator A. G. Foster, first vice president 
of the concern. “Harry” Foster, as he is commonly 
called by his many friends on the coast and in the east, 
is a lumber wholesaler and salesman of experience, 
having been engaged in the wholesale lumber business 
on the Pacific coast for the last dozen years, and only 
a few weeks ago gave up his own business to go to 
Chicago to represent the company. He takes the place 
of the late George P. Hatch, of Dubuque, Iowa, who 
represented the company in the Chicago territory for 
many years, making a specialty of looking after the 
demand of the railroads, car builders and other large 
users of western lumber. After Mr. Hatch’s death 
the company believed it best to establish the office in 
Chicago now in charge of Harry Foster. In the terti- 
tory including Minnesota, the Dakotas, Montana, Ne- 
braska and Colorado the company is represented by 
D. H. MeMullen, also a salesman of years of experience 
and extensive acquaintance with the retail yard dealers 
of the territory in which he travels. 

So it is seen that with all its connections and facilities 
for manufacturing and selling lumber the St. Paul & 
Tacoma Lumber Company is successfully carrying on 
a large business. In 1900 it manufactured 86,000,000 
feet of lumber, 50,000,000 shingles and 6,500 lath, lead- 
ing all mills on Puget sound that year. With its new 
mill and increasing — its output this year will 
doubtless be considerably larger. 

The members of the St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Com. 
pany are all heavily interested in concerns in other 
lines of business on the Pacific coast, such as the Wi'ken- 
son Coal & Coke Company, Puget Sound Dry Dock, the 
Fidelity Trust Company, Pacific Meat Company and in 
various commercial, financial, educational and other 
organizations. . 


A Spirit of Public Enterprise, 


A characteristic of the officers of the St. Paul & 
Tacoma Lumber Company about which they are always 
reticent personally but which is a matter of lauded 
notoriety throughout the north Pacific coast, is their 
patriotic devotion to Pacific coast interests, that of 
lumber especially, as is natural. Reference has been 
made to their initiative in conciusive tests of the 
strength and consequent adaptability of the fir of the 
northwest to heavy construction purposes, the results 
of which have redounded incalculably to the advan- 
tage of all handlers of that timber and have been 
responsible for its introduction and later regular use 
in large areas of territory where before it had been 
unknown or practically so. ; 

A recent example in this line was in connection with 
the specifications for United States war. vessels to 
be built on Puget sound. The specifications called 
for heart longleaf yellow pine planking. Largely 
through the efforts and influence of the officers of the 
St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company it was arranged 
that before contracts were let careful investigation 
should be made as to the relative merits of this ma- 
terial and Douglas fir, it being recognized by the navy 
department that if a local material could serve the 
purpose it should be used in preference to one of 
another section, which must be brought at a large 
expense across the mountains. The result of a very 
careful investigation set on foot was such that Douglas 
fir was substituted for longleaf pine and will be found 
in the vessels now being built or under contract on 
the sound instead of the southern material. : 

In other lines, with the object of the advancement 
of Pacific coast resources, the St. Paul & Tacoma Lum- 
ber Company has advertised the far western territory 
in practical ways, often at much unshared expense, all 
industrial and other interests in that territory sharing 
in the advantages secured. 


The Presidential Trip. 


A recent instance of this local patriotism and enter- 
prise, bare of visible direct results because of unavoid- 
able circumstances but evidencing the spirit that actu- 
ated the effort, was connected with the visit last spring 
of President McKinley and party to the Pacific coast. 
The St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company was foremost 
if not the originator in preparations for the entertain- 
ment on a generous scale of the presidential party. 
This was intended to include an object lesson on 
the company’s holdings in logging and lumbering on 
a scale appropriate to the extensive operations of 4 
great enterprise in a country of big undertakings 
and magnificent distances, At a time when the prepa- 
rations had practically been completed the illness of 
Mrs. McKinley, sincerely lamented the country over, 
forbade the extension of the presidential’ party’s tour 
to the state of Washington, but the preparations alone 


for the entertainment have not been without good 


effect. upon other communities that otherwise would 
have remained. in ignorance of the possibilities of the 
resources of, the far northwest. 

Along the’e lines the St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber 
Company seems actuated by a knowledge of the fact 
that it has, and its section of the country has, natura 
resources that are well worthy the attention of. other 
communities, and a determination that those communi- 
the fact if the 
information of it can be brought to them through in 
telligently selected means. 
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The Record. 


Alabama. 

Birmingham—tThe Birmingham Lumber Company has filed 
petition of dissolution. The Reynolds eater & Milling 
Company will shortly be incorporated. 

Florence—W. C. Vatterson, of the firm of Tuthill & Pat- 
terson, died last week. 

Huntsville—The Huntsville Lumber Company has been 
organized to carry on the business of the Stegall-Webster 
Lumber Company, with cap.tal stock of $26,000. Incorpo- 
rators; Frank Webster, T. M, Wilson and Milton Humes. 

Mobile—J. T. McKeon, B. L, Staddord, BE. C. Wheat and 
Harry T. Smith have incorporated the Eastside Lumber 
Company with capital stock of $10,000. The Verona Lum- 
ber Company has been incorporated with capital stock of 
$10,000, by George Leftwitch, Archie Hall and others. 

Montgomery—The Montgomery Sash, Door & Blind Com- 
pany has recently commenced business. 

Woodlawn—E, 8. Bliss is reported out of business here. 


Arkansas, 
Clarendon—E. S. Weedman & Co. are reported out of busi- 
ness, 
Marked Tree—The Fuller Bros. Lumber Company will be 
succeeded by the Fuller Bros. & Goodwillie Company. 
Olney—The Goodwin Shingle Company has dissolved, 


California. 

San Bernardino—The Norman Gill Lumber Company has 
been succeeded by the J. B. Gill Lumber Company. 

San Francisco—David Evans, sr., of the Excelsior Red- 
wood Company, is dead.——The E] Dorado Lumber Company 
has filed articles of incorporation. Directors; A. J. Booth, 
J. Dalzell Brown and Robert 1. Cannell, of San Francisco; 
James H. Swift and Thomas Addison, of Alameda, and E, N, 
Harmon, of Martin, The cap.tal stock is $750,000. 

Eads—R. B. Sharp has recently established a yard. 


Connecticut. 
- New London—John Bishop, jr., a lumber dealer of this 
city, is dead. 











Georgia, 

Alexanderville—It is reported that Dixon, Mitchell & Co. 
have sold out to a Mr. Guckenheimer. 

Columbus—Rufus Jones has filed petition in bankruptcy, 
giving his assets at $21,960.03 and liabilities, $23,363, with 
claims to the amount of $13,019.80 secured. 

Tifton—The Tifton Shingle Mill Company has discon- 
tinued business here. The Provident Lumber Company, of 
Philadelphia, Pa., recently engaged in business. 


Ilinois, 

Chicago—The Western Veneer Company has recently com- 
menced business at 96 West Adams street. The Provi- 
dent Lumber Company, of Philadelphia, Pa., has established 
offices at 304 Home Insurance building. The Eureka Stave 
& Heading Company has been incorporated by W. W. Norris, 
Mark Bates and William H. Bates, with capital stock of 
$2,500. The Harty Bros, & Harty Company has succeeded 
Harty Bros. & Harty. 

Metcalf—Bennett & Jamieson have been succeeded by Ben- 
nett & Bunnell. 

Pine Village—P. L. Anderson has opened a lumber yard. 

Ramsey—John M. Pearson died last week. 

Springfield—A. Sattley, vice pres.dent of the Sattley Man- 
ufacturing Company, is dead. 

Tamms—A, C, Van Sickle & Son, of Springville, Ind., have 
moved here. 

Virginia—I1. A. Hueffner has disposed of his yard here. 


Indiana. 
eas. B. Weicht has been succeeded by Paul J. 


eicht, 

Bunker Hill—Odum Wilkinson & Co. have removed to 
Lotta, Mo. 

Elkhart—The Elkhart Lumber & Planing Mill Company is 
out of business. 

Huntington—W. E. Bartlett will do a wholesale lumber 
and planing mill business. 

Marion—W. 8S. Silvers will open a yore. 

South Bend—Charles L. Millhouse, 8. Whitehall and Dan- 
fel McHenry have incorporated the South Bend Wood Turn- 
ing Company, with capital stock of $30,000. 

Springville—A. C. Van Sickle & Son have removed to 
Tamms, II! 














lowa., , 
D Augusta—George Nau has purchased the sawmill of T. G. 
uryea. 
> Heaconsfleld—A, M. Drake & Co, have succeeded S. P. 


ond. 
Dalton—M. A. Moore & Co. have established pee here. 
Fayette—W. F. Boyce & Son have been succeeded by W. F. 


Boyce, 
Menlo—Cook & Mallin have established a yard. 
Peterson—W. E. Bertram has sold out. 
Robertson—The Iowa Lumber Company will open a yard. 
Sloan—E. Colburn has sold out to J. H. Queal & Co., of 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
. reed men Price has sold out to E. D. Mineah 
‘0, 


Kansas. 
Galena—W. N. Rose has made an assignment, involving 
between $30,000 and $40,000. 
Meade—The Meade Lumber & Supply Company has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $5,000. 
Victoria—William Schrenkler has sold out. 


Kentucky. 
pies. F. Fuquay has moved here from Mount Ver- 
non, Ky. 
Mount Vernon-—B. F, Fuquay has removed his business 
to Alton, Ky. 
Louisiana. 
Hawthorne—The Vernon Lumber Company is reported 
as having succeeded S. H. Strieby. 


Massachusetts. 

Shelburne Falls—J. A. Richmond has been succeeded by 
J. A. Richmond & Sons. 

Michigan. 

Delray—W. R. Thompkins & Co. have succeeded W. B. 
Ewing ri Son. 

Escanaba—A. P. Hopkins & Co. have incorporated under 
the same style. - 

Marshall—Henry L. Day has sold out his business to 
Bull & Blanchard. 

Paw Paw—A. Hathaway & Son have been succeeded by 
Cc. N. Hathaway. 

West Bay City—It is reported that R, O. Crump & Son 
Will close out their lumber business and sell plant to the 
Hanson Lumber Company. 

Whitedale—McArthur & Lyman have commenced business. 


Minnesota. 


Canby—The C. M. Youmans Lumber Company has pur- 
chased the yard of the Canby Lumber Company. 
Chokio—The Jenkins-Hogen Lumber Company has bought 
+h the yards of M. J. Walker at this place and Johnson, 
nn 


Eyota—BE. Dunn has sold out to C, H. Dunn, 

Johrson—See Chokio. 

Lockhart—C, C. Allen & Co, will establish a yard here. 

Minneapolis—E. N. Smith is reported as out of the lum- 

r business. Bruer Bros.-Kenefick Lumber & Manufac- 
turing Company, wholesale lumber and manufacturers of 
hardwood flooring. have incorporated with capital. stock of 
$50,000. The Scams Timber Company has been_incor- 
Porated by L. R. Brooks, M. J. Scanlon. Henry E. Gipson, 








D. F. Brooks, William O’Brien and others, with capi 
D: gispoon th capital stock 

Red Wing—The Red Wing Lumber Company has been suc- 
ceeded by the a Lumber Company. 

Stillwater—-The Anne River Lumber mata has filed 
articles of incorporation, giving capital stock as $500,000. 
Incorporators, William Sauntry, Fred Weyerhaeuser and 
W. H. Laird. 

Mississippi. 

Laurel—Frank Gardner has been succeeded by the Frank 
Gardner Hardware in Yel Company. 

Rienzi (near)—W. R, Toler has removed his mill te 
Joaquin, Tex. 

Missouri. 

Clarkton—Gideon & Anderson have been succeeded by the 
Clarkton Lumber Compan 
Fayette—Dimmitt & 

George W. Dimmitt. 

Hannibal—William Richardson & Co. have sold out to 
Garner & Houlton. 

Hogan—Sawyer & Son have removed to Munger, Mo. 

Irondale—W. M. Bennett has succeeded the firm of Eaton 
& Bennett. 

Munger—Sawyer & Son, of Hogan, Mo., have removed 
to this (naa 

Sheridan—Lamar & Son have succeeded C. R. Lamar. 


Montana. 


Butte—J. T. Carroll has been succeeded by the J. T. Car- 
roll Lumber Company. 


Recker have been succeeded by 


Nebraska, 

Clay Center—The Chicago Lumber Company, of Omaha, 
Neb., has opened a yard here. 

Be eete—C. D. Cummins has sold out to F. M. 
chey. 

Sargent—The Phillips Lumber Compan 
porated by W L. Phillips, W. T. Page an 
with. capital stock of $10,000. 

Wolbach—MclIntyre & Mathieson are reported out of 
business, 


has been incor- 
Henry F. Pieper, 


New Mexico, 
Alamogordo—The Jackson & Galbraith Company has been 
succeeded by the Jackson-Galbraith Company. 


New York. 

Albany—The Raquette Falls Land Comeans. with capital 
of $10,000, has been incorporated by P. Moynehan, George 
R. Finch and others. 

Auburn—The Boyle, & Eberts Company has filed petition 
in involuntary bankruptcy. 

Canisteo—The American Cabinet Company has bought the 
Kellogg planing mill at this place for $40,000. 

Corning—-The Corning Lumber Company has been suc- 
ceeded by the Painted Post Lumber Company. 

Franklinville—The Dean & Spring lumber yard has been 
sold to a stock company composed of J. E. Euchner, G. W. G. 
Ferris, Richard Williams and others. 

New York City—Stulz & Co. have been closed by the 
sheriff. The Manila Lumber & Supply Company, to buy, 
sell and trade in lumber in the United States, deers 5, or 
Islands, China, Australia and New Zealand, with capital of 
$100,000, has been incorporated by G. W. Walsh, Erastus 
Conway and F, B. Vandusen. 

Painted Post—The Painted Post Lumber Company has 
bought out the business of Stanton & Brewster. 

Schenectady—It is reported that G. Bowman will open a 


yard here. 
North Carolina. 

Marion—The J. BE. Burleson Company has been incor- 
porated with capital stock of $50,000. 

Woodlawn—Articles of incorporation have been filed by 
the North Carolina-Boston Lumber Company, with capital 
of $25,000. oni 

oO. 


Delaware—P. W. Gage has started in the lumber business. 

Fremont—The Price Lumber & Manufacturing Company 
has incorporated. 

Ironton—The plant of the Buckeye Lumber Company is 
offered for sale. 

Jeffersonville—Willlams & French have succeeded the 
business of John W. Williams. 

Loveland—A. B. Brock has incorporated as the A. B. 
Brock Company, with cap'tal stock of $30,000; Iincorpo- 
rators, A. B. Brock, A. C. Brock, W. V. Brock, B. F. Brock 
and W. W. Brock, jr 

Massillon—The Allbaugh-Fox Lumber Company has re- 
cently commenced a wholesale business. he Allbaugh- 
Segner Lumber Company has been succeeded by the Loew- 
Segner Lumber Company. 

Oregon. 

Amos—The Rouse-Greer Lumber Company has sold out to 
Campbell & Alexander. 

Clatskanie—Articles of incorporation have been filed by 
the Clatskanie Dam & Boom Company, with capital stock of 
$12,000. Incorporators; R. D. Kent, A. 8S. Graham, George 
Howatson and E. B. Elliott. 

Cascade Locks—The Storey-Keeler Lumber Company has 
sold parts of its interests to'S. Y. Hyde and A. Hirscheimer, 
of La Crosse, Wis, 

.  eitaaaasas & Smith have been succeeded by W. J. 
mith. 

Gold Beach—The Oregon Hardwood Lumber & Transpor- 
tation Company, with capital stock of $950,000, has been 
incorporated by R. D. Jones, Frank A. Stewart, John R. 
Miller, W. T. Kerr and D. L. Moore. 

Portland—The Doernbecher hardwood mill, recently de- 
stroyed by fire at Rainier, Ore., will be rebuilt at this point. 
Pennsylvania. 

Canonsburg—C. L. Reed will open a lumber yard. 

Littlestown—George R. Julius has purchased the plant of 
the Littlestown Planing Mills. 

Philadelphia—The Provident Lumber Company has re- 
cently commenced business, with branch offices at Tifton, 
Ga., and Pittsburg, Pa. 

Pittsburg—A branch office has been opens here by the 
Provident Lumber Company, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

Washington—Vester, Stewart & Rossell have bought the 
yard of Z. D. Sharp. also the planing mill. 

Williamsport—The Will'amsport Shingle Machinery Works, 
Davis Bell. owner, has commenced business, and will manu- 
facture shingles. etc. 

South Carolina. 

Greenwood—The Greenwood Lumber & Manufacturin 
Company has been incorporated with-capital stock of $5,000, 
by J. R. Abney, S. B. Marshall and 8. P. Brooks. 

St. George—Articles of incorporation have been filed by 
the Dorchester Lumber Company. The capital stock is 
$100,000. Officers; V. C: Badham, president; H. L. Bad- 
ham, vice president, and W. H., Bason, secretary. 

South Dakota, 

Clear Lake—W. W. Barnes has.sold out to Mintener & 
Stewart. 

Parkston—The Union Line Lumber Compan 
yard here. The Kayser Lumber Company 


d, 
yaspringfleld—A lumber yard will be opened at this place by 
Eugene Colburn. , 
Tennessee. 


Fowlkes—The Forked Deer Lumber Company has dis- 


lved. 

Mountain City—The Mountain City Lumber Company has 
recently commenced business 3 

Union City--John: Bransford has recently commenced bus!- 


ness. : ‘ - 
Texas. 


Corstcana—The McCamm n & Lang Lumber Company has 
increased its capital from $10,000 to — 
Joaquin—W. R. Toler, of Rienzi, Miss., has removed to 


this place. 











will open a 
ag opened a 





so 


‘vupidly growing institution. 


Myra—G. E. Dalby has sold out. 

sneateeben + Rees Boynton has disposed of his sawmill 
ess. 

Proctor—J. B. Smith has bought the interest of J. J. 

Taylor in the lumber business of a. A. Smith & Co. 
Virginia. 

Big Stone Gap—M. C. McCorckle & Son have sold out to 
the g River Lumber Company. 

Norfolk—The Chesapeake Furniture & Woodworking Com- 
pany has been incorporated with capital of $50,000.—— 

he Kemp Manufacturing ag oon | with sawmills at Cen- 
terville, has been placed in the hands of A. Ross as receiver. 

Washington. 

Everett-—The North Fork Mill Company has incorporated 
with $5,000 capital. = o 

Fairhaven—Articles of incorporation have been filed by 
Ha eat Shingle Company. The capital stock Is to be 


Govan—H. M. Hanson has sold out to A. F. Johnson, 
™ Granite Falls—Perry E. Parminter has sold out to Edwald 
ros. 
McCormick—The H. McCormick Lumber Company and the 
Rock Creek Lumber Seupens have consolidated. 
Napervin—Hawkins Bros, have recently gone into busi- 


ness. 

North Bend—The Scott-Weeks Lumber Company has been 
incosporates with $5,000 capital stock. 

Robe—The Canyon Mill Company lost about $5,000 last 
week by fire. 

Seattle—The D. J. Reichart Lumber & Shingle Company 
has incorporated with -$20.000 capital. he Chicago 
Lumber & Coal Company has removed here from Tacoma. 

Spokane—The plant of the Northwest Mannfacturing 
Company has been sold by the receiver. 

Tacoma—The Keystone Lumber Company has established a 
planing mill. The Cascade Timber Company will succeed 
the Cascade Logging Company and has n ineorporated 
with capital stock of $100,000, by ‘W. M. Ladd, Charles B. 
Ladd, Edward Cookingham and others. 

West Virginia. 
se tment —George M. Jacobs has been succeeded by F. W. 
cintire, 

Mammoth—The Superior -Coal & Lumber Company:is re- 
ported as having sold out. 

Wisconsin. 

Eau Claire—-The Waters-Clark Lumber Company has 
been tncorperasee with cap tal stock of $20,000, by Witt 
8..Clark, W. K. Coffin and Thomas B. Keith. 

tls Aga ag Bros. will establish a retail yard here. 

ee e Wolverine Cedar & Lumber Company will 
open a yard. 

Washburn—The Rust-Owen Lumber Company has rebuilt 
its mill recently destroyed by fire. 

West Superior—C. D. Pelletier & Co., formerly of Bau 
Claire, Wis., have established a woodworking establishment. 
Canada. 

Chatham, N. B.—R. A. Murdock, James Robinson and 
William Richardson have incorporated the Miramichi Pulp 
& Lumber Manufacturin ee) with capital stock of 
$1,000,000. It will build a mill at Morrison's Brook, Chat- 


am. 
Montreal, Que.—The Canadian Yukon Lumber Company 
with — of $150,000 has been incorporated by R. Wilson 
Smith, W. M. Ramsey, T. G. Roddick and others. 
Toronto, Ont.—The Bryce Lumber Company has made an 
assignment. 








PEABO 


NEW MILLS. 


Arizona. 
Williams—The Saginaw Lumber Company, it is reported, 
will build a large mill in the near future. 
California. 
San Pedro—The Perckhoff-Cuzner Lumber Company Is 
erecting a saw mill. 
Georgia. 
Coffinton—C. E. Coffin will rebuild his mil! recently burned. 
Minnesota, 
Minneapolis—A large planing mill is being erected by 


Bruer Bros. 
Michigan. 
Grayling—Salling, Hanson & Co. will rebuild their saw 
mill recently destroyed by fire. 
Standish—James Norn, who lost his mill some weeks 
ago by fire, bas commenced its re-erection. 
New York. 
Mexico—F. A. Thomas wil) rebuild his planing and saw 
mill which was burned some time ago. 
North Carolina. 
Sples—A saw mill will be built by Wright & Lowden. 
Virginia. ~ 
Richmond—Joseph Heppert will immediately rebuild his 
planing mill which was burned last week. 
Washington. 
Anacortes—The Fidalgo Mill Company is erecting five new 
dry kilns of 175,000 feet capacity. 
Biaine—The Monarch Mill Company is building a saw mill. 
Wisconsin. 
Jeffris—Brazell & Flynn are rebuilding their mill recently 
burned. 
Three Lakes—The sawmill of the Big Lake Lumber Com- 
pany which was destroyed by fire last week will be rebuilt 
at once. 


Canada. 
Mitchell, N. 8.—Charles Rock will build a sash and door 


factory. PPO 


A MOVE UPWARD. . 

August 1, Henry A. Rumsay, treasurer of the Ameri- 
ean Lumber Company and manager of its Chicago office, 
and manager of the Chicago office of the Holt * umber 
Company, resigned those connections and became svcre- 
tary of the Walash Screen Door Company and manayzer 
of its new main office at 1120-1123 Marquette building, 
Chicago.’ Mr. Rumsay is a young mau who has spent 
all of the seven years of his: business career with the 
Holt interests, raising from a humble positior to those 
of much responsibility. But the new connection is a 
promising one. The Wabash Screen Door Company is a 
{ts. factory is at Khine- 
lander, Wis.,: where it employs 250 men and has an 


‘ awnual ourput of 500,000 screen doors,. window screens, 


adjustable frames, 300,000 stove boards ete. The busi- 
ness has so giown that the company has now under 
construction at Memphis, Tenn., a new. plant of the 


-'game size to supply, its increasing southern trade. ‘rhis 


enlargement of its business made it desirable tu move its 


- headquarters from Rhinelander to Chicago; and it is 


of these beautiful new offices that Mr. Rumsay will have 
charge as secretary of the company. :The president and 
founder of the company is -E: M. Kemp;'H. R. Weesner, 
vice: president, is ini charge at Rhinélander, and D. C. 


’ Furriss will bé superintendent at Memphis. 
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Factors in Demand Counterbalance the Drouth—Hardwood Prospects Brightening— Late Rains 
Generaily Helptul—Texas Demand Excellent, with Some Stocks Light— Alabama 
and Virginia Trade—Ship Building Showing Renewed Activity— 
Among the Floridan Ports. 


BALD LDL III 


AMONG SOUTHWESTERN MILLS AND DEALERS. 


The southwestern situation continues to revolve 
around the discussion of the drouth and its possible 
bearing upon fall and winter trade. It is now quite gen- 
erally conceded that the transmississippi states, which 
are the worst sufferers from the prolonged dry period 
that began in June and has continued uninterruptedly 
since then, will consume but little lumber as compared 
with last year or 1899, and already the mill men and 
operators are preparing to offset this slackening of 
demand by seeking other fields and by furling sails for 
any sudden check of orders. The most conservative opin- 
ions are that the situation may be somewhat better than 
the crop experts now assert, and that while trade may 
lack the fierceness of demand which has characterized 
the yellow pine market for a year nevertheless it will 
not fall far short of a normal business after the final 
crop reports shall be issued later in the season. : 

Three factors promise to have an important bearing 
upon the yellow pine situation this fall: First, the open- 
ing of the Kiowa strip; second, a heavy consumption 
in Texas; third, a large genera] consumption through- 
out the southern states, which are not so badly afflicted 
as to crops as is the corn district. It must be remem- 
bered that the opening of the Kiowa country is but a 
few days off and this new region will consume an im- 
mense quantity of building lumber, mostly of common 
stock, it is true, but nevertheless heavy shipments will 
go in that direction for months, just as they did when 
the Oklahoma strip was opened. How much this will 
amount to is of course problematical, but those who 
have visited the Kiowa district assert that it will offset 
to a considerable extent the diminution in demand from 
the drouth stricken region. As to the Texas demand, 
reports state that it has already begun. The Lone Star 
state has lost part of its corn and oats, it is true, but 
Texas is not a shipper of these cereals, using them 


chiefly at home for feed during the planting season. | 


The cotton crop of that state is in excellent condition 
and, while probably not equal to last season’s big crop, is 
still far enough advanced to warrant experts in saying 
that Texas will have an abundance of money again this 
fall. As the state is always a heavy consumer of build- 
ing lumber when cotton commands a good price it is 
reassuring to the southwestern mill men who cater to 
that trade to contemplate a continuance of demand there 
this fall. It will probably lack the scramble for stock 
which was the case in 1900, but from present indications 
it will keep a large number of the extreme southwestern 
mills busy sawing and shipping throughout the fall and 
winter, as soon as the cotton shall begin to come to 
market. 

The third factor—more general consumption through- 
out the entire south—is one which nearly every manu- 
facturer of yellow pine readily admits. Last season 
some of the mills, even as far north as the Arkansas 
district, claim to have shipped as high as 55 percent of 
their cut to points in the south. Many did a thriving 
trade with planters in their immediate vicinity who 
came to the mills and purchased freely for building 
improvements on their farms. This trade may not 
exceed last fall’s but it promises to equal it unless 
cotton should prove unprofitable, which at this juncture 
does not seem probable; and the southern outlook is 
apparently excellent for a large domestic consumption 
of building lumber. The above mentioned three factors 
should have an important bearing on the yellow pine 
situation and do much toward keeping many southern 
mills comparatively busy sawing for home consumption. 

A well known Arkansas mill man in speaking this 
week of the situation was of the opinion that the great 
drouth would tend to settle the question of labor at 
the mills and that there would not be as much trouble 
in securing common labor as generally has been antic- 
ipated. It would also tend to give the mills more cars. 
It is a well known politico-economic doctrine that crop 
failure affects labor first, as it throws out of employment 
many men, who have to seek new fields. It also tends 
to reduce the price of common labor, and the opinion 
was expressed by this manufacturer that labor ought 
to be plentiful this fall and winter at from 33 to 50 

ercent lower wages than recently have been. offered 
or it. As labor is an exceedingly important factor in 
the cost of producing lumber this is a point now being 
discussed quite generally by southwestern mill men. As 
to the car situation, it is only natural to presume that 
the northern and western railroads will be only too 
glad to put their cars into commission hauling lumber 
if they are not needed in the crop country. 

So while the drouth situation is quite generally ad- 
mitted to be bad—worse in fact than for many years— 
the southwestern mill men are expecting to “break even” 
by lowering expenses, such as labor, and seeking and cul- 
tivating new markets at home. 

Some large new deals are afoot in Arkansas and the 
southwest. They include rumors of large lumber rail- 
road consolidations, combines for community of interests 
of mills whose timber lands lie near each other in com- 
pact bodies, the erection of several new and extensive 
saw milling plants along the St. Louis, Iron Moun- 
tain & Southern and the Arkansas Southern rail- 
ways, the actual selling out of some of the cen- 
tral Arkansas plants and a general tendency toward 
consolidation, and lastly the erection of a mam- 


moth saw mill in Louisiana near Winfield, to be run 
by electric dynamos. Most of these deals have not yet 
crystallized into shape for announcement, but they may 
do so at almost any time in the near future. 

Among the new milling plants to be erected is one at 
Malvern, Ark., on the Iron Mountain railway. A line of 
thirty miles extending eastward has already been sur- 
veyed and grading for the company’s logging road begun. 
The mill plant will be at Malvern as stated and will 
probably be completed within twelve months. On the 
Arkansas Southern road, which runs from El] Dorado 
south to Winfield, La., the South Arkansas Lumber 
Company has just completed its new mill, which sawed 
its first log last week and will begin sawing regularly 
within a fortnight. At Winfield or in its vicinity it is 
stated W. E. Kelley, of Chicago, will soon begin the 
erection of a mammoth mill to saw yellow pine, and 
that it will be equipped with electric dynamos for power. 
This is a decided novelty in mill building, but it is 
claimed that it will be economy to use electric power. 
The power plant will be some distance from the saw and 
planing mill, thus improving the risk for insurance, and 
all of the machinery will be driven by electric dynamos, 
thus obviating shafting and belting to a large extent. 
It is stated that Mr. Kelley already operates a planing 
mill at Portland, Me., which is run by the dynamo sys- 
tem, and the mill men along the Arkansas Southern 
road are eagerly awaiting the building of the Louisiana 
saw mill plant by this well known lumberman. 

The Arkansas Southern is rapidly extending its main 
line southward, and it now has seventeen large milling 
plants scattered from El Dorado, Ark., to its Louis- 
jana terminus, piercing some excellent timber from one 
end to the other. The Louisiana & Arkansas railroad, 
running southeast from Stamps, Ark., is also heading 
in the same direction and has a number of large mills 
along its line. Each of these roads exceeds 100 miles in 
length and promises to develop into splendid railroad 
property in a few years. Still another large railroad 
project is on the tapis from a point above Texarkana, 
Tex., extending westward through the Indian nation 
north of the Red river to Wichita Falls, Tex., crossing 
the river twenty-five miles east or north of the latter 
city. This road will pierce a magnificent strip of yellow 
pine timber in the territory, run through a splendid 
mineral and agricultural country, and eventually tra- 
verse a thickly populated district. 

Stumpage values are being talked at a high figure, in 
some cases exceeding $2, including the land. But few 
actual sales are being made at this price. Mill men who 
wish to add to their holdings or embark in manufactur- 
ing say that $1.50 is enough to pay at present. On the 
other hand, land owners seem to think that $2 or even 
$2.50 is a low figure. However, actual sales are per- 
haps the best criterion, and no large tracts are selling 
at much higher than $1.50 or $1.75 stumpage at present. 
These latter figures are regarded as fair by the pur- 
chaser. Sooner or later values may go higher, espe- 
cially if mills show a tendency to combine or sell out, 
but the conservative manufacturer is averse to figuring at 
present on any such basis as $2 or $2.50. 

Along this line a manufacturer in Arkansas stated 
recently in a discussion as to the advisability of holding 
timber lands as a permanent investment that the ques- 
tion of whether yellow pine timber deteriorated after 
reaching its full growth has not been considered as 
carefully os it ought. In his opinion, this timber began 
to decay and did so in large bodies when it ‘attained a 
full age. He cited instances on his own lands where 
tracts of ten and twenty acres of virgin timber had rotted 
away completely, and he expressed the theory emphatic- 
ally that yellow pine was a timber which would unques- 
tionably decay rapidly when it arrived at full maturity. 
This opens up an entirely new field for discussion and 
leaves a very open question as to the profit of holding 
yellow pine lands as a long investment, as such. 
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THE MIDDLE MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT. 


Str. Louis, Mo., July 31.—Judging from the talk 
around town there is no doubt that the general trade 
situation has improved considerably during the past 
week, almost entirely attributable to the reports com- 
ing in from the western crop country that there have at 
last been bounteous rains throughout nearly all of the 
corn country. It is now an assured fact that corn is 
not an entire failure and the wholesalers in this sec- 
tion take a much more hopeful view of the situation. 
Great harm has been done by the length of the drouth, 
but the rains came in time to save a great deal of the 
corn and retail dealers will soon be in a position to 
arrive at some idea as to how much business to expect 
from farmers during the rest of the year. It is yet 
too early for the wholesalers to be able to figure accu- 
rately on the future of trade in the western country, but 
there are not so many clouds on the horizon and the 
bulls of this market are beginning to make their argu- 
ments count. 

In volume of business the past week shows little 
change compared with the preceding week. In all 
branches of the business the latter half of July was not 
as active as was the first half and the movement of 
lumber, consequently, was not so heavy. Even without 
drouth and kindred evils this is but a normal condition 


for this season and the month, taken as a whole, was 
far ahead of the same month of last year with the pos- 
sible exception of hardwoods, The midsummer period 
of dullness seems to be a necessity however bright the 
rest of the year, and it has been of a shorter duration 
for building lumbers than during any preceding year 
on record. That it is at an end is taken for granted, 
for wholesalers say that they can already feel the open- 
ing effects of the fall trade and are sure it will be at 
hand early in August. In the factory lines also dealers 
are expecting a change within ten days and are confident, 
from their knowledge of the immense present consump- 
tion of lumber, that there will be a very satisfactory 
fall trade and that there will be something done toward 
restoring prices to a living basis. This latter is merely 
a matter of increasing the volume of business and there 
is little doubt that it will be accomplished. 

The movement of stock into and out of the city dur- 
ing the past week has not been particularly heavy, 
especially in hardwoods, but is above the average for 
this season. It indicates a very healthy business trans- 
acted and reports from the mills show that there was 
fully as much lumber shipped as was manufactured, if 
not more. Such a condition as this at this season bodes 
great things for the future in the way of active demand, 
for there was no accumulation during the period when 
it is normal for there to be an accumulation. The actual 
movement, quoting from the figures of the St. Louis 
Hardwood & Lumber Manufacturers’ Exchange, show 
receipts to have aggregated 27,152,000 feet, while ship- 
ments were 18,628,000 feet, figures slightly in excess 
of those of the preceding week. 

There were fears on the part of some retailers that 
there would be a slump in yellow pine prices as a result 
of an expected decrease in the demand from the west- 
ern country, due to the drouth, but this has not ma- 
terialized and those who are delaying their buying for 
this reason will soon again be in the market. That 
there was less yard stock disposed of during July than 
during June there is no question, but the increase in the 
demand during the month for timbers and railroad 
material was very noticeable and the sales were fully as 
heavy as during the preceding month. The mills are 
still somewhat handicapped by a scarcity of laborers 
and the hot weather has aggravated this by compelling a 
number to lay off. A number of the mills have been 
closed down during the past week because of a lack of 
‘water and several are in the act of driving wells so as 
to be prepared for such an emergency in the future. On 
the whole, the situation is as good as could be expected 
and is much better than at last report. 

The hardwood people feel that they are nearer a new 
era than at any other time this year, A number of the 
larger consumers are preparing to make their fall con- 
tracts, the consumption of stock is heavier than at any 
other time this year and stocks in the hands of the 
consumers are lighter. It is argued that this should 
bring about a change in conditions, and within the next 
few weeks. The furniture exposition at Grand Rapids 
ends today and the report is current that the sales made 
were much heavier than those of last year. These peo- 
ple will now feel at liberty to make their fall purchases 
as they are fully informed as to how busy they will be 
during the rest of the year. The interior finish people 
are already increasing their purchases and say that they 
feel assured of a brisk business during the rest of the 
year. Everything points to improvement in the 
near future and local wholesalers feel that it 
is due, for they have seldom had a_ period of 
dullness of such duration as this has been. Prices, too, 
are in need of readjustment, and it will take a brisk 
demand to place them on the basis of the spring of 
last year. While it cannot yet be said that trade has 
improved, a better feeling prevails undoubtedly in this 
market. 

C. M. Jennings, of Berthold & Jennings, quotes the 
following large local bills his concern has captured 
recently, all being for buildings within the city limits: 
Moon Carriage Company, 885,000 feet; Thirteenth street 
and Washington avenue, 750,000 feet; St. Louis Trans: 
fer Company, 800,000 feet; St. Louis Transit Company, 
400,000 feet; Dunn building, 350,000 feet; Smith-Davis 
Manufacturing Company, 350,000 feet; Twelfth Street 
Realty Company, 350,000 feet. With such a list of bills 
as this captured by one concern there must necessarily 
be a very large amount of local building, which is the 
case. 

Harry Swartz, of the Swartz Lumber Company, has 
returned from the southern yellow pine country and 
reports that the mills are still pretty much filled up 
with orders and are not complaining nearly as much as 
the northern wholesalers at the probable effects of the 
drouth. His company is doing a heavy business and 
he is not kicking. 

T. C. Whitmarsh, of the W. T. Ferguson Lumber 
Company, has just returned from a trip through Illinois 
and says that he found a fairly good condition pre- 
vailing. There have been good rains in some portions of 
the state and retailers are buying fully as much stock 
as is normal for this season. 

F. F. Rogers, president of the Central Lumber Com- 
pany, Lincecum, La., was in the city during the early 
part of the week looking for machinery. This company 
is rebuilding the mill which was burned some time ago. 

J. C. Edmunds, chief inspector of the Southern Lum- 
ber Manufacturers’ Association, will sever his connec: 
tion with that association on August 10, to accept a posi 
tion with the Sugar & White Pine Agency, of San Fran- 
cisco, Col. W. L. Hutchins will fill the position made 
vacant by Mr. Edmunds’ resignation. 

C. D. Johnson, of the Frost-Trigg Lumber Company, 
reports that his company did a lighter business duri 
July than during June, but that it was intentional, 4 
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of the traveling men having been in during the greater 
part of the month in order that the mills might get 
ready for fall business. Mr. Johnson thinks the out- 
look is excellent and that there will undoubtedly be a 
heavy fall trade. 

C. G. Atkinson, of the Allen-Wadley Lumber Com- 
pany, reports that his company is not yet pushing sales 
very hard, but that a healthy business is being trans- 
acted nevertheless. He feels convinced that the outlook 
is excellent. 

J. H. Trump, for many years in the wholesale hard- 
wood and yellow pine business in this city, has gone to 
Cincinnati and will be in charge of the yellow pine de- 
partment of the Farrin-Korn Lumber Company. 





THE MISSOURI-KANSAS DISTRICT. 

Kansas City, Mo., July 31.—The close of business for 
July with local wholesalers will show that shipments 
were heavy, all of them having shipped as many 
as or more cars than in June. Some report that their 
sales were as heavy this month as they were last, and 
others who were pretty well loaded up with orders at 
the end of June and made no effort to get trade report 
a decrease of from 10 to 15 percent from the June busi- 
ness. July demand was helped out materially by the 
sale of opening stocks for yards to be started in the 
Kiowa and Comanche country. Demand from the cit- 
ies has also been active and a number of large contracts 
have been booked by manufacturers here. The yard 
trade from Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska was light 
during the last half of July, owing to the drouth, but 
since the rains have come the inquiries have improved, 
and it is expected that early August will show quite 
an increase in the volume of business from the country. 

During Saturday, Sunday and Monday nearly every 
portion of Missouri and Kansas received a good drench- 
ing, while heavy rains fell in portions of Nebraska, 
Oklahoma and Indian Territory. The rains came when 
the situation was at a very serious stage and in time 
to save a portion of the corn crop of this section as well 
as the fruit, of which there will be a heavy crop. The 
rains will enable the farmers to plant corn, millet and 
other grains for forage for stock, and will soon bring 
out the pastures, as well as furnishing stock water. 
Shipments of live stock have materially decreased, and 
many of those who sold their stock at a great sacrifice 
are now regretting that they did not wait a little 
longer. It is true that the drouth meant the loss of 
millions of dollars, but our people put on a bold front 
and little croaking has been done. They rather con- 
gratulated themselves that the drouth came after several 
years of prosperity, when they had paid off their mort- 
gages and had money in the bank, rather than at a time 
when they were burdened with debts, as would have 
been the case five or six years ago. This year the 
drouth is only a halt, and a temporary one, in the pros- 
perity which has blessed this territory for several years. 
Lumber dealers will not sell as many house bills in 
the corn country as they would have done had normal 
conditions continued, but in most localities they will 
have some trade and there will be a large amount of 
lumber consumed in the great southwest between this 
and January. The wheat country is in fine shape. Okla- 
homa and southern Kansas will have plenty of trade 
and western Kansas, which is usually called the short 
grass country because of the dry weather, got most 
of the rain this year and is all right. Eastern Kan- 
sas, which seldom has a failure, caught the brunt 
of the drouth in Kansas, and most of Mis- 
souri felt it to quite an extent. Nebraska 
did not get dry as soon as Missouri and Kansas, and 
Oklahoma suffered comparatively little. It is hoped 
and expected that the drouth is entirely over and the 
farmers will at once begin to put in stuff which will 
yield crops before the end of the year. 

Wholesale conditions are practically the same as last 
reported, with prices holding firm and no mill complain- 
ing from lack of business. 

It has been rumored that the Southern Pine Lumber 
Company has closed its Kansas City office. This is 
not a fact and there is no intention of closing it. Man- 
ager C. B. Griffin has been called to ‘{exas to attend to 
some business matters and during his absence the Kan- 
sas City office will be in charge of Liggett Thompson, 
formerly of Willard, Tex., a young man who was brought 
up in the yellow pine manufacturing business and who 
is thoroughly conversant with all features of the business. 

8. H. Wilson, of the Long-Bell Lumber Company, 
returned home yesterday from a three weeks’ pleasure 
trip. He spent some of the time in Canada and 
returned via Buffalo, where he took in the Pan-Amer- 
lean Exposition, 

C. J. Carter has just returned from a week’s trip to 
the mills of his company. He says the mills are just 
as far behind on orders as at this time last. month, not- 
withstanding they both made heavy shipments. 





SOUTHEAST TEXAS TRADE. 


Beaumont, Tex., July 27.—John H. Kirby, the found- 
er of the Kirby Lumber Company, has not yet returned 
from New York and therefore it is difficult to secure 
reliable information regarding recent developments in 
the big combination. It is known that the Reliance Lum- 
her Company, of this city, has practically passed into the 
hands of the Kirby Lumber Company, a large payment on 
the property having been made; the remainder is to be 

aid on or before January 1. The Texas Tram & Lum- 
Company, it is said, will probably pass its stock to 
the control of the Kirby Lumber Company within thirty 
ays. It is pretty well known that the terms of sale 
have been agreed upon, and most likely September 1 will 
See the control of this well known institution pass into 
other hands. With reference to the Beaumont Lumber 


Company, the other Beaumont concern which has figured 
in the deal, little is known beyond the fact that the 
option given the Kirby people by the Beaumont Lumber 
Company will not expire until August 1, and by that 
time something may be done. As regards the ten or 
twelve other mills on which options are held, the writer 
ventures the opinion that no great amount of energy 
is being displayed to close these up just at present. 
The efforts of the promoters are at this time intently 
centered on the Beaumont plants. Whether or not there 
will be as much anxiety on the part of Mr. Kirby to 
secure these outside mills in the event he shall get con- 
trol of the Beaumont mills remains to be seen; but it 
is a significant fact that the Beaumont purchases will 
give him a daily capacity of 400,000 feet, a very good 
start. 

The lumber business in Texas the past week has felt 
the effect of the rains which fell in the week previous, 
and also of the very general rains which have fallen 
this week over the entire state. They are worth 50 cents 
a thousand feet on the price of lumber. Lumber has 
advanced that much since the falling of the rains, and 
the demand has increased in volume 50 percent. Dimen- 
sion is firm at $14, while 2x4 has gone to $14.50. The 
stock on hand at longleaf mills is yet in the neighbor- 
hood of 140,000,000 feet. This is a vastly different con- 
dition to that which prevailed last year at this time, 
when dimension was hard to sell at $12.50, with 300,000,- 
000 feet on hand. If the crop turn out well in Texas 
this year it is quite likely 2x4, which are now very 
searce, will bring $16 on common point rate or, say, 
$11.50 at the mill, a price before unheard of and nearly 
$8 a thousand more than was obtained during the dark 
days of 1896. 

There is an extreme shortage in some items, notably 
1x12 boards, which cannot be obtained in lengths over 
16 feet. Two by 4 is very scarce, and it is freely pre- 
dicted that in thirty days there will be none on hand 
in shipping condition. One by 4 star and clear flooring, 
4-inch star ceiling, drop siding and finish are also get- 
ting scarce, and it will be a hard matter to fill orders 
for this class of material during the remainder of the 

ear. 

. The opening of the Indian and Oklahoma Terri- 
tory lands by the government has been a great factor 
in Texas business during the last two weeks, for many 
new yards will be established and already many open- 
ing stocks have been sold for that territory. 

Heart ties are not quite as much in demand as they 
were three months ago, but there is still a strong call, 
sufficient to maintain the price at $11 at the mill; but 
sap ties, almost with the lightning’s flash, have gone 
up. So quick was the reversal of conditions that most 
mill men were dazed. They are selling today on the 
Southern Pacifie railway at $9 and the mills cannot sup- 
ply the demand. Demand for all classes of timber con- 
tinues very great, and almost any price the manufacturer 
names will be paid if he can ship the stock with reason- 
able promptness. 





MATTERS AT MOBILE. 


“Mositr, ALA., July 29.—The sawn timber market is 
lifeless, but those holding stocks are firmly demanding 
114 to 12 cents. Quantities of sawn timber are being 
placed under water in order that it may be preserved 
bright for next season’s shipment. Holders of timber 
are confident that 14 cents will be the ruling quota- 
tion early in the fall, notwithstanding the dull aspect at 
present. There is some demand from Cuba just now. 
An order for 20,000,000 feet of cross ties, now being 
filled here, calls for hewn and sawn ties, and the barge 
Trojan is now loading a cargo of this material. Full 
trains of lumber are coming into this city over the 
Mobile, Jackson & Kansas City, the Louisville & Nash- 
ville and Mobile & Ohio roads. South American busi- 
ness is improving in volume but prices are weak. One 
firm in this city has two vessels due to load early in 
August, carrying over 2,000,000 feet. 

The American Car & Foundry Company is buying 
1,000,000 feet of sills and other car material near this 
city, to go north via the Mobile & Ohio and Louisville 
& Nashville roads. 

European sales are slow and the opinion of exporters 
as to the future varies decidedly. Mill men seem unan- 
imous in their firmness regarding prices. They show 
no disposition to force the market. “What will you 
take for 200,000 feet of 1x6, heartface?” was the ques- 
tion asked of a Mobile mill man yesterday. The reply 
came promptly, “$16.” “The market will not stand 
it,’ was the reply of the prospective buyer. “Then I 
will hold it until the market will stand it,” said the 
mill main. And the discussion ended right there. This 
spirit is manifest in the market for all grades of lumber, 
as well as sawn timber. 

Business at Pascagoula is good, nearly all of the mills 
having sixty.days’ cutting ahead. A number of vessels 
are loading here for Cuba and Porto Rico. Pearlington, 
Miss., is shipping largely to Mexico. 

The Moss Point mills have contracted their output 
of prime and heartface floorings for the coming year and 
with their own schooners they will readily find a market 
for the cheaper grades in the islands. 

The total exports for the past week were: 6,663,016 
feet of lumber, 3,310,000 feet sawn timber, 6,102 cubic 
feet hewn timber and 4,000 cross ties, divided as follows: 

Pascagoula, Miss., 360,000 feet of lumber. 


Charleston, S. C., 1,879,027 feet of lumber. 
Jacksonville, Fla., 625,000 feet of lumber and 4,000 cross 


es, 

Sabine Pass. Tex., 1,402,016 feet of lumber. 

Pensacola. Fla., 1,198,000 feet of lumber and 1,854,000 feet 

of sawn timber. . 
Mobile, 199,000 feet of lumber, 1,456,000 feet of sawn tim- 

ber and 6,102 cubic feet of hewn timber. 


The Eastside Lumber Company, Mobile, Ala., was 
organized on Wednesday with a capital of $10,000. The 


ti 


incorporators are J. T. McKeaon, B. L. Stafford, E. C. 
Wheat and Harry T. Smith. 

The Verona Lumber Company, Mobile, Ala,, has been 
organized with a capital of $10,000. The incorporators 
are George Leftwitch, Archie Hall and others. 





IN MIDDLE AND SOUTHERN ALABAMA. 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA., July 29.—The affairs of the Bir- 
mingham Lumber Company, of which J. Morgan Smith 
is president, have been placed in the hands of a receiver, 
Hampton Smith, a member of the company, being placed 
in charge by order of the chancellor. This action was 
taken because of a desire on the part of the members 
of the company to go out of business, the health of the 
president being so precarious that he found difficulty in 
tuking care of the business. The receiver is now looking 
into the accounts of the company and it is stated un- 
officially that every dollar owed will be paid. The Bir- 
minghamn Lumber Company did a jobbing and wholesale 
business and has been very successful until the failure of 
Mr. Smith’s health. 

“We sold over 300,000 feet of lumber in two days last 
week,” said W. C. Fellows, of the Lathrop Lumber 
Company, a day or so ago. “Business is good and prices 
hold up well. So far as I can see there is no cause for 
complaint.” 

This condition exists all over the city and district. 
Prices are being maintained at the last list and the 
local demand is wonderful. It is estimated that never 
in the history of the city has there been so much build- 
ing. The demand runs not only to house goods but 
heavy timbers, Among the heavy structures going u 
are the Hillman hotel, to cost $150.000; the City Hall, 
to cost $200,000, and the buildings for the Birmingham 
Knitting Mill Company at North Birmingham, to cost 
about $20,000. 

Within a few days contracts will be asked for the 
erection of a modern ten story steel office building in 
Birmingham. The money is in hand and the plans are 
almost made, The builders will be W. H. Woodward, of 
Weld, Me., and G. A. Hurley, of New York. The local 
agents are Brown Bros. ‘The building, of gray pressed 
brick on a steel frame, will have every modern con- 
venience and will be one of the handsomest structures 
of its kind outside of the north and east. 

C. J. Coppock, southern agent for the Robert H. Jenks 
Lumber Company, Cleveland, Ohio, whose headquarters 
are in this city, has gone to Cleveland for a few days. 
It is understood that while away he will arrange to close 
out the retail department here and from now on con- 
duct only a wholesale business. 

F. W. Webster, T. M. Wilson, Milton Humes and 
Young Humes, all of Huntsville, have incorporated a new 
milling company at Huntsville. The officers are F. W. 
Webster, president and general manager; T. M. Wilson, 
treasurer, and Young Humes, secretary. The old Stegall 
& Webster plant will be taken over, Mr. Stegall, on 
account of ill health, retiring. A saw mill will be 
operated and a general lumber business will be trans- 
acted. President Webster is one of the oldest lumbermen 
in the state, 

The Reynolds Lumber & Milling Company, with plan- 
ing mills and dry ki'ns, will be incorporated in a short 
time. M. C. Revnolds, of the Reynolds Lumber Company 
of this citv, will be president, Over $6.000 have been 
put into the new works and other investments will be 
made in a short time. This plant will dress lumber in 
ear lots in transit, something that the lumbermen of 
the district have been wanting for some time. 

John L. Kaul, president of the Sample Lumber Com- 
pany, and wife have returned from their wedding trip 
and are at home at the Morris hotel. 

The damage done by the explosion at the Sample 
Lumber Companv’s mill at Hollins a few weeks ago will 
have been repaired by the end of the week, the new 
boiled needed having been secured today, 

It is understood by local lumbermen that the purchase 
of the 6,000 acres of timber lands at Randolph from 
A. P. Howison, by Pennsylvania capitalists, means that 
several good sized mills will be erected there in a short 
time. It is estimated that there is at least 60,090,000 
feet in the purchase. 





FROM THE OLD DOMINION. 


Norrotk, VA., July 27.—The market is steadily get- 
ting back to old prices and orders are coming in freely 
at from 25 to 50 cents higher on rough lumber and on 
dressed lumber the market is particularly active. There 
has been a laree order booked for North Carolina bill 
sizes to be shipned up in Maine to take the place of 
spruce, for which North Carolina stock answers every 
purpose. The railroads are helping the market here 
considerably by giving advantages in freight rates, and 
rates from this point to water competition points— 
Philadelphia, New York, sound and New England ports— 
have been lowered from 2 to § cents, taking effect August 
1. This will no doubt increase all-rail shipments and 
will give northern buyers the advantage of getting lum- 
ber via carload at cargo prices. 

There has been considerable lumber moved from this 
port during the past week via vessel and there are sev- 
eral large vessels loading here now for northern points. 

Charles Reid’s Sons are loading the Italian bark 
Jamaica at their Indian docks with staves for Sicily. 

Norfolk Jumbermen will attend the Pan-American 
Exposition Lumberman’s Week, which opens September 
15, 

Duke & Smith and G. S. Briggs & Co. were successful 
bidders on about $28,000 worth of lumber to be fur- 
nished the Norfolk navy yard. 

Considerable preparation is being made for the Heo- 
Hoo Annual, to begin here September 9. 

There have been a good many buyers here this week, 





CO ee 


ee eee eee ea 

















34 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


AvaustT 3, 1901. 





among whom Was a representative of H. L. Biscoe, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Vessels chartered last week from this port at the fol- 
lowing rates: Baltimore, $1; Philadelphia, $1.50 to 
$1.75; New York and sound points, $2.25; Boston, $3. 





CRESCENT CITY NEWS. : 

New Orveans, La., July 31.—The Pascagoula ( Miss. ) 
commercial club has just issued a complete statistical 
report for the year ending June 30, 1901, which shows 
in full the exports of the port for the period in question. 
The total amount of lumber manufactured and shipped 
from the port for the year was 161,584,536 superncial 
feet, of the value of $2,015,000, an increase over the 
year ending June 30, 1900, of 16,703,883 superficial feet 
and a general increase of 20,019,977 feet. The foreign 
export trade required 204 vessels of a total tonnage of 
124,162 tons and the domestic shipments 41 vessels of 
20,213 tons, making a total of 245 vessels of the total 
tonnage of 141,375 tons; an increase of 7,063 tons 
over the preceding year. Among the miscellaneous ex- 
ports were creosoted timber, lumber, piles etc., 4,520,000 
feet of the value of $120,000; 55,000 barreis of rosin, 
valued at $165,000; 16,000 barrels of turpentine of the 
value of $220,000; 40,000 barrels of charcoal of the 
value of $60,000. Lumber and pine products were pretty 
nearly the whole thing in the report. 

B. Hanson, of Bath, Me., was in Lake Charles last 
week for the purpose of selecting 60,000 feet of lumber 
for the United State navy. Mr. Hanson is an employee 
of the government. 

Articles of incorporation of the St. Louis Cypress 
Cempany, Limited, have been put on record at the oflice 
of the clerk of Plaquemines parish, Piaquemine, La. 
The organizers of the company are Frederick and John 
Wilbert, of Plaquemine, and Alfred 'T, Gerrans, of St. 
Louis. The capital stock of the new company is $30,000. 

Beginning tomorrow, according to a Lake Charles 
special, the working day of the mills there will be ten 
hours. The reduction in working time was determined 
upon at a quiet conference of saw mill owners held one 
night last week. The relations between the owners of 
the Lake Charles mills and their men have always 
been extremely friendly and when, a few weeks ago, the 
men got together and determined to ask for a 10-hour 
day the matter was settled in the smoothest manner 
possible. Labor conditions could hardly be better than 
they are in the Lake Charles district. 

New Orleans and Mobile are just now pitted against 
each other in the race for a $4,000,000 ship yard and 
dry dock. Last night a party of capitalists represent- 
ing large southern and eastern interests reached New 
Orleans for the purpose of inspecting the facilities of 
the harbor, and tomorrow night they will leave for 
Mobile. The party stands for the interests of the Gulf 
Coast Ship Building & Dry Dock Company, which was 
organized under a special act of the last legislature of 
Alabama. The party is composed of 8. B. McConnico, 
the well known New York promoter, who is a former 
resident of New Orleans; Robert C. Morris, the man 
who gave birth to the ship yard idea for this neck of 
the woods; J. C. Soley, an ex-naval officer who hails 
from Talladega, Ala., and who is largely interested in 
Alabama coal and iron; Herbert Jackson, of Augusta, 
Ga., and J. C. B. Morley, of Philadelphia, a well known 
banker and broker. 

Capt. John Dibert, of the Lutcher & Moore and the 
Dibert, Stark & Brown cypress companies, is spending 
a few weeks at Pass Christian. 

Capt. F. B. Williams, the well known Patterson lum- 
berman, will leave for the east next week for a two 
months’ rest. 


WESTERN FLORIDA NEWS. 
PENSACOLA, FLa., July 30.—Five steamers of 9,210 
tons and three sailing vessels of 1,390 tons arrived the 
past week. Five steamers and three sailing vessels 
cleared with cargoes assorted as follows: 
. Holland, 1,859,000 feet of lumber and 281,000 feet of tim- 


er. 
Beaton, 258,000 feet of rough and 100,000 feet of dressed 
umb:t. 


Havre, 300,000 feet of lumber and 1,854,000 feet of timber. 
Buenos Ayres, 461,000 feet of lumber. 

Ireland, 1,000 feet of lumber and 411,000 feet of timber. 

The indications are all for continued dullness in ex- 
ports from this port and freight rates are still declin- 
ing. No freights are offering for far off vessels and only 
time charter steamers take lumber and timber cargoes 
to the United Kingdom or continent. There are at 
present only two vessels in this port loading for South 
America and indications are that that market will also 
remain dull for some time. The same conditions are 
reported as existing at Mobile. 

The stock of sawn timber held at Ferry Pass was in- 
creased about 3,000 pieces during the week. The stock 
of hewn timber remains about the same, nearly all of 
which is sunk for the summer. 

The Bagdad Sash Factory Company is increasing the | 
size of its loading dock and will increase its output 
by the addition of several more machines, room for 
which is now being made. 

The schooner Levi 8S. Andrews is loading by Simpson 
& Co. at the White Point anchorage about twelve miles 
up the bay from the city. This schooner, with the Stearns 
which went to sea last week, is the first vessel in some 
time to load at that point, though some years since it 
was quite a popular loading berth for vessels taking 
their cargoes from mills up Black Water. 

Ralph Bushnell has been in the city for the past two 
davs on business. 

Pickett Jones, representing Baars, Dunwody & Co. at 
rc is in the city and reports business very dull at 
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THE SOUTH ATLANTIC COAST TRADE. 

SavannaH, Ga., July 30.—The development of inter- 
est in the lumber markets at the various South Atlantic 
ports during the past week has been the delay to a 
large fleet of sailing vessels, which are reported to be 
windbound off Cape Hatteras. Many of them are con- 
siderably over due and the consequence is that the out- 
ward movement is very likely to be checked, with pos- 
sible inconvenience at the northern end of the line. 

Considerable chartering is to be done by exporters 
within the next few weeks, but they are holding out of 
the market in the hope of getting tonnage on a lower 
than the present basis. Rates recently jumped owing 
to the approach of the hurricane season and the un- 
willingness of owners to charter for the southern trade 
except at a premium, but they have reacted, with the 
tone rather quiet; in fact, there is a weakening tend- 
ency. Coal freights from the coal ports to the east 
are easy. Much of this carrying is now being done in 
barges. The result is that vessels are seeking the 
southern lumber trade, with the consequent depression 
owing to the abundant offerings. Rates at present are: 
To Baltimore, $4; to Philadelphia, $4.25; to New York, 
$4.50 and $4.75. 

Lumbermen are looking for a ship building boom at 
south Atlantic ports before a great while in view of 
the very excellent advantages offered. What has given 
rise to this is the completion of a large dredge and ten 
huge scows at Jacksonville, the latter estimated to 
have cost on an average of $30,000 each, for contractors 
who are engaged in dredging the southwest channel in 
New York harbor, which, by the way, will require two 
years. What induced the contractors to build their 
craft in these waters was the saving of both time and 
money. They had the finished craft towed from Jack- 
sonville to New York at a much lower rate of towage 
than the freight on the raw material would have been, 
and the agreeable southern climate enabled them to 
continue their operations without weather interrup- 
tions at any time. Attention has been attracted by 
the quick, economical and satisfactory manner of build- 
ing these craft, which has resulted in the revival of the 
talk of the possibility of establishing a ship building 
plant at one of the more important ports hereabout. 

A company is being organized here to cut timber on 
Florida lands before long. Naval stores factors are 
interested. Reports from the mill country of Georgia 
indicate activity. Some complaints are heard about 
a shortage of labor, but it is not thought this is prov- 
ing a very serious interference. 





EAST FLORIDA CONDITIONS. 

JACKSONVILLE, FLA., July 29.—Shipments from this 
port for this month have been rather light, owing to 
scarcity of tonnage. The mills have plenty of orders 
ahead and at fair prices. The docks along the river are 
blocked with lumber awaiting shipment, The Clyde Line 
is handling large amounts in every steamer leaving here, 
for both New York and Boston, but cannot take it away 
ae fast as it comes in, Local trade continues strong 
and the demand exceeds the supply. 

Several mill men have been investigating in real estate 
in this city. The most important deal of the week was 
made by Dyan, Upchurch & Co. West Bros., of West- 
lake, are building a five-story office bui'ding here, work 
nee begun last week. The city is rapidly being re- 

uilt. 

The mills are still harassed by difficulty in securing 
desirable help. There never was more work going on in 
the south than at the present time, which accounts for 
the negro’s independence. 


A TWENTIETH CENTURY ENTERPRISE. 


(Continued from Front Page.) 
H. MeNeeley, who has been associated with Mr. Kirby - 
for a long time and who is general manager of the 
company. It will be seen that Mr. Kirby is a very busy 
man, interested in many companies of large caliber, but 
his latest effort, now crowned with success, places him 
among the leading financiers of the southwest. 

An old and intimate friend of Mr. Kirby has in sub- 
stance this to say about the man: “I'he life and char- 
acter of John Henry Kirby, the capitalist, promoter 
and builder, philanthropist and friend, who now occu- 
pies so conspicuous a place among financiers in the Lone 
Star state, and whose eminent abilities are recognized 
by the greatest in the commercial and financial worlds, 
are no less interesting than inspiring and elevating, 
Born forty years ago amid the piney woods of east 
Texas, in Tyler county, a section prolific in lawyers and 
statesmen who have adorned the public life of Texas, 
John Henry Kirby grew to manhood without any of 
those advantages of early training in the schools which 
are supposed to be necessary properly to equip a youth 
for life. He lacked even the educational advantages to 
be found in a rural village, as his home was at some 
distance from the village of Woodvil'e, the county seat. 
But the world was not to be deprived of the genius and 
character of John Henry Kirby, for he possessed that 
without which learning is valueless—native mental 
strength, strong physique, sound integrity and discre- 
tion. He inherited all these qualities in the fullest 
degree exemplifying the words, ‘Sans mens in sano cor- 

re.’ 

“When he was at the age of 18 the attention of Hon. 
S. B. Cooper, now a representative in congress but 
then a practicing lawyer, was called to the bright coun- 
try boy, and through his efforts a position was secured 
for him in the town. Upon Mr. Cooper’s election to the 
state senate he showed his interest in young Kirby by 
procuring his election to a clerkship, wherein his effi- 
ciency and promptness had made lasting friends. Kir- 





by’s mind being awakened and his ambitions aroused 
by his contact with public affairs and men, he saved his 
small earnings, studied law in Mr, Cooper’s office, was 
admitted to the bar and became the partner of his 
friend and adviser at the age of 22 years. This rapid 
rise gives some idea of Kirby’s mental and moral qual- 
ities. With a keenness of judgment which partook 
of the nature of prophecy he looked into the future and 
saw unto'd possibilities in the great piney woods where 
he was born. He saw wealth for himself and boyhood 
friends in developing them and he set about to do it. 

“His ability and energy attracting the attention of 
eastern capitalists he obtained by a series of brilliant 
transactions control of a vast area of pine timber lands, 
Removing to Houston in 1891 as a more advantageous 
location he at once took high rank among the business 
men of that city. Recognizing the necessity of better 
transportation facilities for the timber of east Texas, 
in 1892 he began the construction of the Gulf, Beaumont 
& Kansas City railway, the building of which was car- 
ried on during a period of the greatest financial depres- 
sion to a successful conclusion. The latest achieve- 
ments of his versatile mind and indomitable energy are 
the organizations of the Houston Oil Company, with a 
capital stock of $30,000,000 and the Kirby Lumber Com- 
pany, with a capital stock of $10,000,000, two of the 
greatest organizations in the state. 

“This brief sketch of this remarkable man can give 
but a vague idea of his marvelous career. An uned- 
ucated country boy at the age of 18, with no practical 
knowledge of the great world lying outside, at 25 he 
was not only a sound lawyer but a successful practi- 
tioner; at 30 he was the manager of millions of money 
and property; at 35 the owner of a well equipped 
railroad, built by himself at a time when capital was 
timid and weak; at 40 the promoter and president of 
one of the greatest lumber organizations in the world 
and a successful banker. And yet this was achieved 
by a man of no practical or technical training in any 
of the fields of his success. In his social life Mr. Kirby 
is ever genial and companionable, never discourteous, 
always polite, and is magnetic to a high degree. He is 
charitable and public spirited, having generously given 
away a great part of his wealth to the needy. Avarice 
forms no part of his nature and the accumulation of 
his great wealth is the result of an organizing mind 
that delights in the accomplishment of great purposes. 
He never forgets his friends, and they are legion. He 
is not only popular in a business way, but soeially is a 
leader without an effort. Throughout his busy life he 
has found time to read the best books and possesses a 
fund of wide information and is a most entertaining 
companion.” 

An Experiment in Forestry. 

The great timber and lumber enterprise which John 
H. Kirby is putting under way is to be conducted under 
forestry methods and thus will be the first case on a 
large scale of the administration of practical lumbering 
with a view to a preservation of the principal invested. 
The title to the timber lands is vested in the Houston 
Oil Company, referred to above. The operating will be 
done by the Kirby Lumber Company, also referred to. 
In the form of the purposed contract between the 
Houston Oi] Company and the Kirby Lumber Company 
this paragraph is to be found: 

Said timber shall be cut in a careful and prudent way and 
the trees felled shall be so felled as to preserve the young 
timber and avoid abuse and injury to such young timber and 


saplings, and no trees under twelve inches in diameter shall 
be cut from said lands for skid or other purposes. 


The Kirby Lumber Company with its capital of $10,- 
000,000 purposes at once to enter into the manufacture 
and sale of lumber throughout the state of Texas and 
elsewhere. It will conduct its logging and manufac- 
turing business in the counties of San Augustine, 
Sabine, Liberty, Polk, Newton and Hardin in Texas 
and in Calcasieu parish, Louisiana. 

The above constitutes not only a major part of the 
longleaf pine section of east Texas but practically all 
between the Sabine and Trinity rivers, north of the 
Sabine and east Texas branches of the Missouri, Kan- 
sas & Texas railway. It is all tributary to the man- 
ufacturing towns of Orange and Beaumont, is for the 
most part compactly located and will well serve as a 
basis for a successful commercial forestry operation. 

The total output of the Kirby Lumber Company is 
said to be 350,000,000 feet annually at the outset. Per- 
haps as matured timber is:cut away there eventually 
will be a reduction of the annual output, but it can 
be maintained at that rate for a series of years, cutting 
only the timber twelve inches in diameter and wider. 
The young growth, being protected from damage, will 
grow more rapidly and after the first crop is taken 
off there will be a succession of the timber cuts which 
will preserve the industry indefinitely on a large scale 
and will with the increasing value of standing timber 
preserve the principal investment intact. 

The LUMBERMAN hopes to be able before long to 
present the details of this new company more definitely, 
the boundaries of its lines and the properties pur- 
chased, but the enterprise is a fact—it is the details 
only that remain to be closed—and thus there is 
launched in the lumber industry of the United States 
an enterprise greater and in many ways more pro- 
gressive than any that has previously engaged the at- 
tention of lumbermen. 


SPAPAPALRAAAANL 

Fred Larkins, as president and treasurer, and 0. D. 
Drysdale, vice president and general manager, have 
formed the Suwannee River Lumber Company at Jack- 
sonville, Fla. Mr, Larkins retains his position with 
R. J, & B. F. Camp as general manager of their inter- 
ests at White Springs, Fla., active conduct of the 
Suwannee company being vested in Mr. Drysdale at 
Jacksonville, 
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THE EASTERN LUMBER FIELD. 





Chat of the Metropolitan District—Easier Ocean Freights— Lumber Receipts Moderate at 
Buffalo, Heavy at the Tonawandas— Hardwoods Active at Philadelphia—Offices 
Depopulated by Vacationists—Lumbermen’s Week at Buffalo to be Ob- 
served Generally—The Week in Maine and Maryland. 





THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT, 


New York, July 29.—The trade around the metropolis 
has no occasion for anything but congratulation regard- 
ing the midsummer conditions prevailing. Pine espe- 
cially seems to be well favored just now. Northern has 
gone up a dollar and sovthern yellow has also advanced, 
while for North Carolina there is a steady, continued 
demand that hag also resulted in stiffening of figures. 
The volume of business being done is naturally not of 
the size that is expected later but it is fair and the 
trade is going along quietly, content to take up the 
slow shilling if it can’t get the nimble sixpence. 

The change in date of the Lumbermen’s week at the 
Pan-American Exposition to September 15-22 pleases 
the New York trade immensely, but it is rumored that 
the Buffalo men who went to the trouble of printing 
the August date on their paper are not so happy. 
However, that’s only an incidental, as they will probably 
themselves admit. 

A distinguished visitor to the metropolis last week, 
leaving for the south, was John H. Kirby, of Hous- 
ton, Tex., who is promivent in the Houston Oil Com- 
pany and the Kirby Lumber Company, recently formed 
to develop the oil and lumber districts in Texas. He 
had a conference at the Waldorf with Francis Peabody, 
jr, of Boston, and President J. Wilcox Brown and 
Secretary Scott, of the Maryland Trust Company of 
Baltimore, which is financing the two Texas companies. 
Mr. Kirby stated to interviewers that the organization 
of the two companies had practically been perfected. 
In regard to the lumber company, which was capitalized 
on July 5 with $10,000,000, Mr. Kirby had this to say: 

The lumber company has bought about 10,000,000,000 feet 
of yellow pine, and is the biggest lumber company in: the 
country. ‘The lumber industry in Texas has never been 
developed, except in a very small way, because of the diffi- 
culty of getting capital to far off Texas. We have secured 
all the money we want for the capital of both companies. 
Most of the stock has been taken by New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Boston men. Just how soon we shall be able 
to make public the details of our plans I do not know. It 
will depend on several things, but it will be soon. 

Other visitors to the city during the week were: J. F. 
Batchelor, of the Batchelor Lumber Company, Pana- 
soffske, Fla.; C. M. Smalley, manager of the Chicago 
Lumber & Coal Company’s Chicago office; Jesse W. 
Thompson, of the J. W. Thompson Lumber Company, 
Memphis; O. B. Osborn, of the Berlin Machine Works, 
Beloit, Wis.; William Easton, of C. P. Easton & Co., 
Albany, N. Y.; H. C. Mills, representing Taylor & Crate, 
Buffalo, N. Y.; and Nelson H. Salisbury, of Hughson 
& Co., Albany, N. Y., who dropped in to see his city 
friends after a vacation at Atlantic City, N. J. 

Norris H. Norden, New York representative of Dexter 
Hunter, is back from a fishing trip to the Catskills, hav- 
ing driven all the way. there—a distance of 80 or 100 
miles—in a buggy. 

John Ireland, of Cross, Austin & Ireland, is contem- 
plating a European trip of several weeks’ duration and 
will sail on either August 8 or 15. 

Charles L. Adams, of Willson, Adams & Co., ex-presi- 
dent of the New York Lumber Trade Association, has 
returned home from Europe accompanied by his daugh- 
ter. His trip did him a world of good physically and 
he claims to have enjoyed every moment of the time 
away from duties. 

There are some members of the lumber trade whose 
versatility is surprising. H.C. Magruder is best known 
as a seller of harlwoods. Last Saturday he surprised 
his friends by appearing in another role. On invitation 
of F. R, Stevens, of this city, Mr. and Mrs, Magruder, 
accompanied by W. I. Boyer, of Boyer & Boyer, and 
his wife, and J. Q. Barker, of the Kanawha Lumber Com- 
pany, Charleston, W. Va., sought relief from the city’s 
heat at Mountain Park Inn up in the Orange moun- 
tains. There was a polite vaudeville entertainment 
and from being entertained Mr. Magruder became en- 
tertaining, proving the star of the evening as a negro 
comedian. He told a number of darkey stories and 
showed some new cakewalk steps, with the result that, 
with Mrs. Magruder, who sang charmingly, he was lion- 
ized the entire duration of his stay. 

Ih conjunction with the Charles T. Stran Company, 
of Baltimore, Wiley, Harker & Co. will, on August 1, 
open an office at Petersburg, Va. It will be placed in 
charge of Arthur B. Morgan, who for many years has 
represented Wiley, Harker & Co. at Norfolk, and will 

run by him in conjunction with the Norfolk office. 

The Manila Lumber & Supply Company, of New York 
city, has been incorporated with a capital of $100,000. 
The directors are Eustice Conway, G. W. Walsh and F. 
o pondusen, the latter well known to the local lumber 
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The Week’s Charters. 

Timber freights from the gulf continue dull and rates 
are slightly easier, from 95s to 97s to United Kingdom 
and the continent. Deal rates from the provinces have 
also weakened, the latest fixture being 37s 6d from 
Hopewell Cape to the west coast of England. Boats for 
time contract are offered freely, good modern tonnage 
being available at 4s to 4s 3d for periods of six or 
twelve months; charterers’ ideas, however, are about 6d 


Tonnage from the gulf to the River Plate continues in 


moderate demand, with shippers bidding $15 for prompt 
and $14 for forward vessels to Buenos Ayres; the former 
are reported as extremely scarce. The provincial rate 
from outside ports is from $9.75 to $10, and Boston and 
Portland $9. Brazil freights continue dull with rates 
nominally unchanged. Considerable inquiry is noticed 
for West India tonnage, out and home, and though full 
rates are bid in both directions shippers find it exceed- 
ingly difficult to obtain small and medium vessels, owners 
hesitating to accept the weather risk at this period. 

Coastwise lumber rates continue to reflect a rising 
tendency. In one instance $5.374 was paid Brunswick 
to New York, but at the close $5.50 was generally re- 
quired, 

The following are some of the fixtures for the week: 


Steamer Werneth Hall, West Day to west coast of Eng- 
land, deals, 40s. August. 
Steamer Monkseaton, gulf to Rotterdam or Calais, timber, 
102s 64d, 
Steamer Heathfield, Pensacola to Holland, timber, 100s; 
option Antwerp, 101s 3d. 
Bark Arizona, Pensacola to Liverpool, Bristol or Green- 
ock, timber, 110s. 
Bark Eugen, Ship Harbor to Tyne, deals, 45s. 
Bark Mary A. Law, St. Johns, N. B., to Buenos Ayres, 
lumber, $9; option Rosario, $10. 
Ship Genista, Mobile to Buenos Ayres, lumber, $15.75, $2 
form ; option Rosario, $16.75. 
Bark Swansea, Hantsport, N. 8., to Buenos Ayres, lumber, 
$9.75; option Rosario, $10.75. 
Schooner Sirocco, Sabine Pass to Port Padre, W. I., lum- 
ber, $8. 
Schooner Standard, Brunswick to New York, lumber, $5.25. 
<_< John C. Smith, Jacksonville to New York, boards, 
v.to. 
Schooner Robert C. MeQuillen, Jacksonville to New York 
and Newark, lumber, $6 and towage. 
Schooner Nellie W. Howlett, Savannah to 
lumber, $4.75. 
Schooner Charles Lawrence, Clairmont to 
lumber, $2.75. 
Schooner Maggie G. Hart, Brunswick to New York, lumber, 
$5.37 4. 

Schooner’ John G, Schmidt, 
resawn lumber, $5, and hewn, $6. 
Schooner Abbie C. Stubbs, 

York, lumber, $5. 


Spot freight quotations to European ports are: 


Walnut logs Cooperage 
and —*- Whitewood, Stock. 


Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia, 
Brunswick to Philadelphia, 


Georgetown, S. C., to New 


ery Os 12s 6d 7s 6d 
CR iy tb oeceieaes 15s 17s 64 10s 
PRS 6600 6 wad 16c¢ 100 Ibs. 19¢ 10¢ c. ft. 
Marsellles ........ 208 22s 6d 228 6d 
RECEDES, coceestecnea 20c 100 Ibs. 2he 10¢ ft 





FROM WESTERN NEW YORK. 


BuFFaLo, N. Y., July 30.—There is but a moderate 
amount of lumber coming in by lake, the week’s showing 
being 5,342,000 feet, with 1,200,000 shingles. The hand- 
ling charges stick in spite of a large amount of get- 
ting ready to throw them off. Tonawanda is getting a 
large benefit of its ability to take care of cargoes for 
less money than Buffalo can. 

It is not settled how the lake lumber trade is going 
to shape itself this fall. Some dealers are trying to 
convince themselves that they are going to stand a 
better chance by not buying until late while others see 
a big lake freight to pay if they wait, so it is a 
stand-off what to do. 

The diversion of the week appears to have been the 
home talent circus at Elma. This is the old home of 
the Hurd family, all lumber dealers to a man, so they, 
being representative citizens of the town, took up the 
circus and shoved it along. James T. Hurd made a 
little speech at the lumber picnic and told all the 
attendants what a great time they were going to have 
at the circus, so the Buffalo lumbermen went down in 
quantity and took the affair in. The president of the 
concern told the visitors that the Pan-American author- 
ities tried to shut off the circus, for fear it would hurt 
the fair, and he was right in saying that his show 
was worth the shilling. Everybody was pleased. They 
said that James T. Hurd, as a policeman, the real 
thing and no mere show cop, was alone worth the 
price of admission. The Elma circus has come to stay. 

Taylor & Crate are apparently quite well satisfied 
with operations in Mississippi this season, but have 
concluded to wait a while for the-hot spell to pass 
and have shut down the mills until September. Some 
of the lumbermen, coming up from there lately, declare 
that it was hotter in Illinois than they had found it 
in the gulf states. 

E. V. Dunlevie has gotten his new Pennsylvania saw 
mill done and will be sawing full blast this week. It 
is located on his tract at what is known as Kenyon 
Hollow, on the New York & Pennsylvania. He made 
a sale of 3,000,000 feet in a single lot at Scranton 
last week. 

The big contract for supplying the oak timber for 
the new dock warehouse of the Lehigh Valley 151,000 
feet, went to George E. Jackson, the lowest bidder. 
The old warehouse was burned June 27. 

A mill owner has the following problem to face: He 
lately sold a lot of finished work and obtained an 
advance payment on it. Before the shipment was made 
it was found that the credit of the purchaser was very 
poor, so a demand was made for security or full pay- 
ment. This was refused and now the seller has notified 


the buyer that he shall after a given time sell the entire 
lot for what he can get and should it be less than 
the amount agreed on with the former purchaser enough 
will be deducted from the advance money. to make up 
the loss. The purchaser will sue—if he dare, 

R. F. Wilcox & Co. are shipping a lot of oak to Liver- 
pool, some of it in very odd sizes. Most of it goes 
to railway companies. Some of the orders call for 
octagon sawing. 

M. E. Preisch is off on an eastern lumber selling trip. 
The sales of Haines & Co. have been heavy of late, as 
the yard shows, 

J. Roman Way, of the Bowman Lumber Company, 
Williamsport, Pa., is visiting W. W. Reilley, of the 
same company, in the interest of trade and travel. 
Sales are reported brisk. 

Among other late visitors here were H. M. Nixon, of 
the Nixon Lumber Company, Chicago, and H. B. Lewis, 
of the Elk Rapids ‘ron Company, which handles quan- 
tities of lumber. 

Surveyor General Wall reports inspection certificates 
for 3,000,000 feet coming in during the past week. For 
all that some of the inspectors are slow about report- 
ing and make trouble in that way. 

A. J. DeLaplante, of the R. Laidlaw Lumber Com- 
pany, is looking after lumber shipments in Georgian 
bay. — office reports the biggest July shipment on 
record. 
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THE TWO TONAWANDAS. 


Nort Tonawanpa, N. Y., July 29.—Notwithstanding 
the predictions made earlier in the month by local deal- 
ers that the amount of lumber to arrive at the Tona- 
wandas by vessel this month would be much smaller 
than that for the preceding thirty days, owing to the 
lumber not being well enough seasoned for shipment, 
there is every indication that receipts for July will 
come within 10,000,000 feet of those for June, which 
were a trifle over 75,000,000 feet. Receipts for the last 
week showed a considerable increase over those for the 
previous week and estimated at from 18,000,000 te 
22,000,000 feet consigned to the Eastern Lumber Com- 
pany, Fassett & Bellinger, Silverthorne & Co., the W. H. 
Sawyer Lumber Company, Skillings, Whitneys & Barnes, 
Smith, Fassett & Co., W. H. Cowper & Co., and others. 

An advance in the rate on lumber by vessel from 
Menominee to the Tonawandas and other lumber re- 
ceiving ports along Lake Erie was announeed a few 
days ago, a number of charters having been made at 
$2, 124 cents more than paid for some time prior. 
Reports have been heard during the last few weeks 
that charters have been made at $2.75 from Duluth to 
Lake Erie ports, but a prominent local vessel agent 
stated last evening that he has been unable to learn 
of a vessel that has loaded this season at that figure. 
Such an advance is looked for shortly, however. 

The reported falling off in orders with local dealers 
does not seem to curtail the amount of lumber being 
forwarded by canal and rail from this port to eastern 
consumers. The last week was one of the largest on 
the canal as far as the shipment of lumber from the 
Tonawandas was concerned, nearly 10,000,000 feet being 
the amount. 

So far this season the lumber received at the Tona- 
wandas has been shipped away almost as fast as re- 
ceived. The desire to get lumber away as soon aftet 
it arrives as possible was made evident last week when 
one of the vessels discharged its cargo onto canal boats 
instead of onto the docks to be sorted first. 

W. G. Palmer, retail lumber dealer and sash, door 
and blind mill operator, has closed several contracts 
lately for furnishing material for a number of large 
buildings, among them a new high school at German- 
town, N. Y. 

W. Cooke Oille, of Oille & McKeen, has returned from 
a business trip to New York. 

Fred Fassett, of Smith, Fassett & Co., is back from 
an extended trip through the east in the interest of 
the firm. 

James Gillespie, of Kelsey & Gillespie, has returned 
from an eastern business trip. 

Hugh MeLean, of McLean Bros., left today for Duluth, 
Minn., on a business trip. 





TRADE AT THE HUB. 


Boston, Mass., July 30.—Cooler weather and reviv- 
ing spirits have given a more cheerful look to the faces 
seen about the street and, however little the order books 
may be affected, the situation in general is viewed 
through clearer glasses and the inquirer is at. least met 
with a smile and the glad hand. If business does not 
happen to be rushing the occupant of the office chair 
thinks “it’s going to be next week, any way,” and, after 
all, a cheery confidence is the main thing to be desired 
in any market. On every hand are seen men who are 
expecting a brisk fall trade at rising prices, and they 
are backing up their expectations by actual preparations 
for new life and snap. For the immediate present the 
yards about the country are quiet and the trade rather 
featureless. 

In the number and volume of new building projects 
for the weex there is a perceptible falling off in the 
local market as compared with the few weeks imme- 
diately preceding this. As compared with the cor- 
responding weeks of last year, however, the reeord is 
still good. The great steel strike makes much food for 
discussion, but no perceptible influence from it has been 
felt there. Jt is a great thing on which to expend one’s 
eloquence, however, and the opportunity is not lost. 

Vacations are very much in order at the present time, 
and all the lumber world is taking its annual bath— 
whether it needs it or not—at the various summer places 
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which make life thoroughly enjoyab!e in the vicinity 
of Boston. Horace Bickford is spending a couple of 
weeks at his home on Buzzards bay, and Frank Wither- 
bee, who is vice president of the new company, spends 
his leisure time at “The Elms,” Beach Bluff. 

By the way, the third and last announcement of the 
removal of the H. M. Bickford Company to its new 
quarters at 147 Milk street is about due. The com- 
pany has completed this removal only three times 
according to this column and, to save further well inten- 
tioned falsehoods, it is going to move this time if it 
has to walk on the floor joists of the new office. 

H. J. Arnold, of H. J. Arnold & Son, large retailers 
at Adams, Mass., has been spending a good share of the 
week in Boston trying to shake—or at least forget— 
the discomforts of a very painful attack of rheumatism, 
and incidentally adding to his stocks of various kinds 
at the Adams yard. 

It is rumored that the old firm of Guilford, Atherton 
& Co., West Lynn, is shortly to become an incorporated 
company. 

C. 8. Hinkley, who has been representing the D. 8. 
Pate Lumber Company, of Chicago, with office at 153 
Milk street, finds himself in the position of the grocer 
who became disgruntled and gave up handling sapolio 
for the reason that “people kep’ buyin’ the blamed 
stuff” and he never could keep any of it on hand. In 
other words, the Boston office will be discontinued 
August 1 because of the lack of stock which the company 
can spare for this market. 

B. F. Lamb & Co. are proceeding to fill in the slip 
between their wharf and that of Thomas & Pike, which 
will give them storage room for an additional half mil- 
lion feet of lumber, a space which will be instantly 
occupied and very thoroughly appreciated. 

Friends of F. E. Foster & Co., Medford, learned with 
regret early in the week that the company had been 
forced to suspend. The liabilities are reported in the 
vicinity of $118,000, with assets something like $108,000. 
The liabilities were mostly in the form of bank paper, 

On the evening of July 24 Worcester was visited by 
a most stubborn fire, which started in the second floor 
of the molding and finishing mill of Hatch & Barnes. 
This building, which is a large four-story brick structure, 
is pretty nearly a complete wreck. The place was fairly 
covered by insurance, although there was not enough to 
meet the entire loss. This is one of the most congested 
manufacturing centers in New England, and Adams & 
Powers, who have built up a large retail business in 
interior finishing, escaped a scorching by a miracle, 
their shop standing only the width of a narrow alley- 
way from the burning building; their damage consisted 
in a thorough wetting down of some of their stock. 
Jefts’ lumber yard and Stone & Foster are also in the 
immediate vicinity and escaped without damage. 





QUAKER CITY NEWS. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., July 30.—There continues to be an 
active demand for building lumber, excepting as to hard- 
woods for interior finish, which are dull, operations 
generally not being in a sufliciently advanced stage on 
account of the lateness of the season. But business is 
regarded as very satisfactory for the summer, consid- 
ering the hot weather, and complaints are heard only 
from the local yard men with whom the movement is not 
brisk. 

J. Wister Evans, of Goodhue & Evans, finds a fair 
demand for the hardwoods from out of town, but says 
that the local yards seem unwilling to buy. Stocks in 
the yards are fair and not by any means heavy. That 
there is something doing at any rate in hardwoods is 
instanced by the fact, that the Rumbarger Lumber Com- 
pany a few days since made a shipment of forty-seven 
carloads of first and second red oak to one concern. A 
couple of weeks back one of the company’s salesmen took 
an order from one house for twenty carloads of 1-inch 
first and second poplar, Frank T, Rumbarger, treasurer 
of the company, who has been in the south all the year, 
spent a few days in the city last week. 

On June 24 the Lumberman’s Exchange appointed a 
committee composed of Eli B. Hallowell, chairman; John 
J. Rumbarger, Robert F, Whitmer and Lewis E. Walton 
to collect a fund for the sufferers in the neighborhood 
of Elizabethton and other lumber manufacturing points 
by the recent floods in West Virginia. Circulars were 
sent to all the hardwood houses and the only response to 
date is a check for $25 from the J. 8. Kent company, of 
which Mr. Walton is president. This afternoon Mr. 
Hallowell said he would go around, visit the other com- 
mitteemen and members of the trade and see what could 
be done. 

A good many lumbermen are on the move these times 
of hot weather and summer dullness. Robert B. Wheeler, 
who has been for a season at the shore, is preparing to 
go to the mountains. Charles Este is summering at Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard. Owen M. Bruner has been spending a 
few days at Atlantic City. Robert F. Whitmer has 
returned from a trip to West Virginia and is now a visit- 
or at the shore. Eli B. Hallowell is preparing to spend 
his vacation somewhere on the coast of Maine. Joseph 
P, Dunwoody has returned from a trip to the operation 
of the Meadow Mountain Lumber Company. 

After carrying on the business of manufacturing cedar 
tanks at 2831-39 North Broad street for twenty years 
George J. Burkhardt’s Sons have sold the property and 
have begun to move their stock and plant to premises on 
Thirtieth street below Chestnut street, formerly occupied 
by the Brill Car Company. 

John Betts, father of Col. Charles M. Betts, of Charles 
M. Betts & Co., died on Sunday at the residence of 
another son, Dr. B. Franklin Betts, at the. advanced 
age of 97. He was a prominent member of the Society 
of Friends, and through his mother, whose name was 
Blackfan, was descended from the Penn family. 


SMOKY CITY TRADE. 

PirrspurG, Pa., July 30.—Never in the history of the 
Smoky City has the demand for lumber of all kinds 
been so great as this summer. It is fairly vieing with 
iron and steel, This is explained largely of course by 
the immense amount of building in the city and suburbs, 
where the timber and finished product as well go hand in 
hand with the product of the steel mills. With the ad- 
vent of torrid weather and the vacation period there 
has been no apparent cessation to the great demand 
which marked the opening of the spring season. Prices 
are firm and the demand is general, covering almost 
every class of lumber. 

Mead & Speer 0 a big demand for poplar and 
yellow pine, Mr. Mead is on the road constantly, and 
keeps the office force hustling to keep up with the flood 
of orders he sends in to them. 

B. F, Seott, of the Chequasset Lumber Company, said 
to-day: 

We are doing a rushing business this summer in yellow 
pine. Commencing next month we expect to have at least 
100 cars of yellow pine in transit a month to supply the big 
demand we are having for this product. We also have a 
good call for manufacturing purposes. Yellow pine is coming 
into use more and more every year in the manufacture of 
agricultural ore It’s really the opening of a new 
field for this kind of stock and we are pushing it with all 
the influence and energy we can command, ‘The manufac- 
turers are satisfied of its utility and are catching on without 
much persuasion, 

G. W. Daniels, of the Chequasset Lumber Company, 
who has been confined at home for several weeks with 
fever, is convalescing. W. A. Moore, of the same com- 
pany, has returned from the south, where he has been 
purchasing stock, 

W. W. Collin, of Daniels & Collin, says he’s mightily 
pleased with the results so far this season and reports 
that July has been a “hummer” for business as well as 
for high temperatures. 

Fred Babcock, manager of the Pittsburg office of the 
i. V. Babeock Lumber Company, says July has been 
one of the best months his company ever had. During 
the past month it sold over 10,000,000 feet of lumber. 
Hemlock is active with this company and at the usual 
prices. There has been a persistent demand for hemlock 
shingles, and it seems impossible to get them at any 
price. Red cedar shingles have advanced from $2.85 to 
$3.40 a thousand and redwood shingles are now reported 
at an advance of from $2.95 to $3.05. 

The prospect of an immediate settlement of the labor 
troubles between the Amalgamated Association of Iron 
and Steel Workers and the officers of the United States 
Steel corporation is a source of much gratification to all 
the dealers in this section, especially as it is in Pitts- 
burg and its industrial suburbs that the most depressing 
etfect of labor strife would be felt. The general opinion 
is that everything will be satisfactorily adjusted and 
that those mills which are now practically at a standstill 
will shortly resume operations. 

The E. V. Babcock Lumber Company sustained serious 
damage to its rolling stock last Friday in an accident 
which took place on the Ashtola & Allegheny Mountain 
railway, about five miles from Ashtola, whereby a train 
of eight cars and one locomotive were demolished, caus- 
ing a loss of $5,000, 

i. V. Babcock and wife are giving a house party this 
week at their beautiful home in Ashtola, Mrs. Oscar 
Babcock and some of her friends from Johnstown are 
assisting, They expect fully forty visitors during the 
week. Among the house guests are Miss Mary Louise 
Vose, of Westerly, R. I.; Miss Mary Lawrence Vose, of 
Providence, R. I.; Miss Katherine Babcock and Miss 
Harriet Babcock, of Detroit, Mich. A delightful time 
is anticipated by all the young people and they are sure 
to have it, for the Babcocks entertain right royally. 





THE MONUMENTAL CITY. 


Battrmore, Mp., July 31.—At the last meeting of the 
Baltimore Lumber Exchange, at which President Lewis 
Dill occupied the chair and Secretary Charles T. Stran 
kept a record of the proceedings, a report was read, 
showing the volume of lumber exported from this city 
during the first six months of the current year to have 
been about the same as for the corresponding period of 
1900. The exact figures were 31,617,000 feet of lumber 
and logs and 1,125,134 staves, the total of exportations 
being valued at $1,298,333. Germany and England took 
the larger part of this foreign shipment, which ex- 
ceeded the forwardings abroad of New York and Phila- 
delphia combined. The managing committee also dis- 
posed of a number of other matters and elected Mr. Stran 
secretary for the fifth consecutive term. The J. H. 
Duker Box Company was admitted to membership in the 
exchange and the preliminaries of the preparations for 
the representation of Baltimore at the Pan-American 
Exposition in Buffalo during Lumbermen’s Week were 
considered, It is expected that not less than twenty- 
five members of the exchange will be in the party to go 
from here, and this number may be increased. President 
Dill and his wife paid a brief visit to Buffalo during 
the latter part of August. It is estimated that not less 
than 10,000 lumbermen from all parts of the United 
States will go to the exposition during the week of 
September 15-22. 

The vacation feeling is upon the members of the lum- 
ber trade. As reported at the time, General Francis E. 
Waters and E. B, Hunting are already abroad, the for- 
mer having been heard from last at Antwerp, on 
July 18, when he wrote that he was enjoying him- 
self. John Moore, of Smith, Moore & Co., Salisbury, 
Md., sailed on last Saturday from New York on the 
Lucania, accompanied by his son, John Moore, jr., and 
will be absent about two months. §S. C. Rowland, of 
the American Lumber Company, will start tomorrow on 
a two weeks’ trip to Buffalo, Toronto, Georgian bay and 
other points. His wife and children will go with him. 


William F. Thiemeyer, of J. H. Thiemeyer & Co., has 
just come back from Buffalo, and a score or more mem- 
bers of the Baltimore Lumber Exchange are preparing 
to take in the big show during Lumbermen’s Week, 
Various other journeys are being planned. 

Moltz & Beeber, who are acting for Williamsport 
(Pa.) capitalists, have purchased a 17,000-acre timber 
tract near the boundary line of Smyth and Grayson 
counties, Virginia, from the Douglas heirs, for $103,000, 
one-fourth of this sum being paid in cash. A railroad 
is to be constructed to facilitate the transportation of 
lumber and logs and connection will be made with the 
Norfolk & Western. Saw mills will also be erected. 

Serpell Bros., of Prince George’s county, Maryland, 
have just completed a large saw mill plant at Seven 
Pines, on the south fork of Roaring creek, a few miles 
to the south of Elkins, W. Va., where they own 1,800 
acres of fine timber land. They also have the privilege 
of cutting timber on 5,000 acres more and will conduct 
lumbering operations on an extensive scale. 

Another important transaction is the purchase by the 
Chesapeake-Western Company, which controls the Ches- 
apeake & Western railroad east of Harrisonburg, Va., 
of 200,000 acres of timber land beginning at North River 
Gap, Va. A big saw mill and lumbering plant will be 
erected at that point. 

W. L. Davis’ planing mill and blind, sash and door 
factory, on Lombard street, Petersburg, Va., were de- 
stroyed by fire early on the morning of July 25. Mr. 
Davis’ loss is estimated at $18,000, with $6,000 insur- 
ance. 

Joseph L. Heppert, whose lumber warehouse at Rich- 
mond, Va., was burned to the ground recently, will re- 
build. Mr. Heppert sustained a damage of about $10,- 
000, with about $3,000 insurance. 





IN SOUTHWESTERN MAINE. 

PortianpD, Me., July 29.—Trade in this section still 
remains very dull and shippers are feeling rather dis- 
couraged, In the eastern part of the state nearly all 
the spruce mills are shut down, the old log supply hav- 
ing been exhausted and the new logs not having ar- 
rived owing to delay of drives. It is doubtful if they 
would be started today even if there were a good sup- 
ply of logs, because of the present condition of the 
lumber market, and everything points to continued dull 
times until the usual fall activity. Vessels that for 
years have been engaged in the lumber carrying trade 
are now seeking business elsewhere. 

Exporters have experienced a little change the past 
week, but not enough to give them much encourage- 
ment. One order has been taken for a cargo of pine 
for Demerara, vessel expected next week; also an order 
for a cargo of spruce to be loaded at Quebec for South 
America. The bark J. H. Bowers arrived last week, 
and will haul to berth for a cargo of spruce for South 
America, and the bark Ethel, which arrived with a 
cargo of hard ee for the new Grand Trunk elevator, 
will, after discharging, load spruce for South America. 
Spruce deals, especially 3x9, are in great demand; in 
fact, more inquiries are received for this kind of lum- 
ber than any other at the present time. The demand 
has been so great that many inquiries have had to be 
turned down without even a quotation, because of the 
great scarcity of logs. 

Everything is bustle at the Grand Trunk elevator and 
work is progressing rapidly. Over 100 men are at work 
on the new wharf and a great quantity of lumber is 
being discharged. Besides the Ethel, schooners Elvira 
J. Frerich and Edith H. Symington are unloading hard 
pine and workmen are using it about as fast as it 
comes out of the vessels. 

The schooner Clara Rankin arrived this morning 
from Nova Scotia with 125,000 feet of hardwoods for 
J. H. Hamlen & Son; also the Alicia B. Crosby arrived 
by a large cargo of hard pine for Deering, Winslow 

0. 

In the domestic market business is also dull. Prices, 
however, hold up pretty well, being about the same as 
previously reported. 

Nothing is loading coastwise. Off short freights are 
firm at $9 to River Plate. 

_—rroressas" 


THE PENOBSCOT DISTRICT. 


Banoor, Me., July 29.—The summer of 1901 will 
go on record as the dullest season for many years, per- 
haps the dullest since the civil war, in the lumber trade 
on the Penobscot river, and in all parts of Maine there 
is a decided depression, particularly with reference to 
spruce. Everything about the business this year has 
been unsatisfactory—every condition unfavorable. Thus 
far the season may be set down as a failure for the 
spruce mills as well as for the shipping interests depend- 
ent upon the lumber trade, and although a brisk move- 
ment is usually looked for in the fall the prospect this 
ror for any great improvement is regarded as uncer- 
ain, 

Most of the spruce mills, including all but one of 
the larger plants on the Penobscot, have been shut down 
for periods varying from four to eight weeks, and the 
coasting vessels that come to Bangor for lumber freights 
have lost a great deal of time waiting for cargoes, while 
lately they have been obliged to leave Bangor, seeking 
business iu other ports. 

When the river opened in April there was on hand a 
stock of old logs sufficient to keep the mills going for the 
usual time, or until the date when the first of the new 
logs generally arrive, but when the last of the old 
logs had been sawed the first of the drives was. still 
weeks away, and there was nothing to do but shut 
down. Some of the mills mana to keep along until 
about the first of July, and one at Orono is still in opera- 
tion, having had a larger stock of logs than the others, 
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but with that exception the spruce concerns are idle. 
The smaller drives are now in boom, but the East branch, 
with its 23,000,000 feet of saw logs, will not be in until 
Wednesday of this week—nearly two months later than 
usual—while the West branch, the largest of all the 
drives, is away up in the wilderness, at Sourdnahunk 
falls. Many jams are reported on this drive, and it 
is practicaliy certain that millions of feet of the logs 
will be left behind, while the logs that come through 
will be very late in reaching boom. 

From this week on there will be enough new logs to 
supply the mills, but now the question arises whether 
or not there will be any profit in sawing. The princi- 
pal markets are barely steady now, at prices affording 
the narrowest margin of profit, with most of the eastern 
spruce mills shut down, and it is regarded as_prac- 
tically certain that prices would suffer a sharp decline 
under anything like a full supply. This view is taken 
by some of the largest spruce manufacturers, who say 
that they will saw no lumber until September, by which 
time, it is expected, there will be a considerably increased 
demand, owing to yards in the large cities stocking up 
for the winter. 

Several prominent Maine lumber operators, includ- 
ing E. P. Viles, of Skowhegan, and William Clark, of 
Carratunk, are now in Canada prospecting for timber 
lands, while Bangor and other eastern Maine operators 
have been of late making extensive purchases in New 
Brunswick of crown lands, and are negotiating for 
large areas of public and private holdings. State Sen- 
ator William Engel, of Bangor, now controls many 
thousands of acres of New Brunswick lands. - 

In connection with the prediction of the formation 
of a trust for the purpose of controlling the timber sup- 
ply in Maine and elsewhere, it is interesting to note that 
there recently has been formed in Maine a corporation 
known as the American Realty Company, established by 
leading members of the International Paper Company 
“for the purpose of managing, purchasing and caring 
for’ the timber lands owned by it and located in Maine 
and elsewhere. The directors are Fred E. Richards of 
Portland, Waldo Pettingill of Rumford, Charles E. Oak 
of Caribou, Frank P. Thomas of Andover and George F. 
Underwood of New York. It is said that the company 
will acquire title to all the timber lands, water powers, 
booms etc, now owned by the International Paper Com- 
pany, and that it will purchase additional lands wher- 
ever possible. The company controls at present, it is 
said, about 350,000 acres of timber lands. Offices have 
been opened in Bangor, and it is remarked as a sig- 
nificant fact that the new corporation has elected as 
treasurer Hon. F, Marion Simpson, formerly treasurer of 
the state of Maine and now a member of the board of 
state assessors, and that it has secured as its land agent 
Charles E. Oak, of Caribou, formerly land agent and 
forestry commissioner of Maine. Whether or not Mr. 
Simpson will resign his office as state assessor is not 
known. In their official capacities under the state gov- 
ernment Messrs. Simpson and Oak have had exceptional 
advantages in obtaining valuable information concerning 
the location and worth of Maine timber lands, and the 
American Realty Company will have the benefit of their 
experience. 2 

Governor Hill has appointed Edgar E. Ring, of Orono, 
to succeed Hon. Charles E. Oak, of Caribou, as state 
land agent, and the appointment is regarded with satis- 
faction by the lumber interest. Mr. Ring is a practical 
lumberman of thirty years’ experience and thoroughly 
qualified for the duties of his office, upon which he 
will enter August 1. 

From all that can be learned it is very doubtful if 
the three saw. mills burned at Stillwater recently will 
be rebuilt. The water privileges may be utilized for 
other purposes, 


“_——r—rrnornrereea—r—"" 
UTILIZING CUT-OVER LANDS. 

MILWAUKEE, Wis., July 31.—Lumbermen who own 
burned over lands in the northern part of the state 
are offering their use for stock grazing to ranchmen 
in the prairie states who are short of ranges for 
their cattle. Land Commissioner Killen, of the Wis- 
consin Central railway, has received many inquiries as 
to the cost at which grazing could be secured, but the 
lumbermen with their usual broad minded liberality 
are offering the use of cut-over lands free. One cattle 
owner in Iowa has already made shipments of cattle 
under this offer, and others will follow. Undoubtedly 
the owners of burned over land will reap some material 
advantages through their liberal offer of free grazing, 
as it will bring more attention to the fine opportuni- 
ties for cattle raising in this state which remain un- 
utilized, and will promote the more speedy occupation 
of cut-over tracts for pastoral and agricultural pur- 
poses, 
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Boyd-Love. 
A wedding which will come in the nature of a 
\ Surprise occurred on July 29 at Forest Springs, Ky. 
The contracting parties were John W. Boyd, of the 
hardwood lumber firm of Love, Boyd & Co., Nash- 
Ville, Tenn., and Miss Nellie Love, sister of John W. 
amd Hamilton Love. Mr. Boyd is well known through- 
out the country as one of the best judges of timber 
m the United States, this being the main part of 
his duties with the firm, and a large percentage of 
the success of the firm is due to his clever judgment 
im buying standing timber. He is manager of the 
ottsville (Ky.) plant of Love, Boyd & Co. The 
ride is an attractive and accomplished young lady 
and moved in the best circles of Nashville. society. 
Mr. and Mrs. Boyd left immediately on a bridal tour 
through the east, which will include stops at Buffalo, 
ew York, Boston, Washington and the seaside resorts. 





iV 7) 


{> 
APU Tee 
yeh’ 
TH 


Iter 


; ; a « 








IN SOUTHWESTERN TENNESSEE. 

MEMPHIS, TENN., July 30.—The much spoken of mid- 
summer stagnation is possibly more pronounced than 
anticipated because of the uneasiness arising from the 
strike in the iron regions, coupled with the unprecedent- 
ed, widespread drouth throughout the corn belt. Reports 
now reaching us would indicate that the strike is about 
to be satisfactorily adjusted while we are led to believe 
that recent rains may more than likely reduce the dam- 
age that the corn crop is said to have met with. In any 
event, the present lull is not entirely unwelcome as 
owing to the severe and long continued heat labor is 
becoming exhausted and it is almost impossible to get 
a full day’s work even out of the darky, who is common- 
ly supposed to be fireproof. Stocks in some lines are 
also getting low and the falling off in the demand will 
enable manufacturers to fill up the gaps and get a 
reasonable supply of seasoned lumber on hand. One 
buyer reports a famine in 5-4 and 6-4 stock in almost 
any kind of wood and this statement is confirmed to a 
great extent from other reliable sources. ‘This scarcity 
from all reports is general all over the hardwood belt. 

Late advices from Mississippi are that a charter has 
been granted to the Sunflower & Eastern Railway Com- 
pany to construct a road from Parchman, Sunflower 
county, Miss., to Webb, Tallahatchie county, on the 
Southern railway, The incorporators of this enterprise 
are E. M., F. E. and M. Roots, all of Little Rock, Ark. 
The proposed road will be about twelve miles long and 
is being constructed primarily for the purpose of de- 
veloping the timber lands of the Blue Lake Lumber & 
Shingle Company, whose plant is located at Gordon, 
Miss. 

W. H. Russe returned on Sunday from his eastern 
trip. While away he attended the meeting of the in- 
spection committee of the National Hardwood Lumber 
Association at Buffalo, at which President Smith was 
also present. Mr. Russe when called on for some infor- 
mation looked wise and spoke of the hot weather he 
experienced while he was gone and in other ways showed 
that with a little training and some additional practice 
he would soon be qualified for a high position on some 
foreign diplomatic corps or with one of our large indus- 
trial enterprises in strike times. 

The National Lumber Exporters’ Association, among 
the other things it is doing to subserve the interests of 
its members, has arranged with one of our strongest 
insurance companies for an open marine police and 
many of its members have already availed themselves 
of the opportunity to reduce in a measure one of the 
many expenses encountered in the handling of export 
business. 

It is now raining in Memphis, for the first time in 
over seven weeks. It is true that we have had light 
showers during the interim, but no rainfall sufficient to 
make a record on the delicate instruments of the signal 
service office. 


THE CUMBERLAND RIVER DISTRICT. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., July 31.—July’s business at this 
market was 30 percent better than that of July a year 
ago. The usual falling off in business is estimated to 
be 50 percent for July and August; this year the decline 
was not more than 20 percent for July and the indica- 
tions are August will hold up as well. Few orders are 
coming from the east, but the middle west is giving 
dealers here plenty todo. European business, according 
to local exporters, is very much demoralized, 

Capt. T. P. Ayres, of this city, the well known 
operator in timber properties, sold on Thursday 13,406 
acres of timber land in the longleaf pine belt of Alabama 
to C. D. Danaher, a Chicago capitalist and timber man. 
The consideration was $85,000. Captain Ayres made 
quite a nice profit out of this deal. Last December he 
acquired the property for a trifle less than $50,000. It 
is considered a valuable property as the timber is thick 
and of a high grade. It is located fourteen miles from 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., in Tuscaloosa county. It is under- 
stood that Mr. Danaher will not begin operations on 
the tract for some time. About a year ago he pur- 
chased through Nashville pre 23,000 acres of timber 
land in Mississippi. Since that time he has located a 
mammoth mill on the property and it is said will do 
the same in Alabama. 

The ax handle factory of E. D. Lewis will shortly be 
removed from Cheatham county to a point in Stewart 
county. 

J. M. Lamb, of the Robert H. Jenks Lumber Company, 
Cleveland, Ohio, is in the city shipping out pobre car- 
loads of lumber recently purchased here, 

L. M. Palmer, of the L. H. Gage Lumber Company, 
Providence, R. I., was in the city this week and made 
some purchases. 

G. H. Cheeley, local buyer for the Atlantic Lumber 
Company, Boston, Mass., has returned from a trip to 
Arkansas. 

John W. Love, of Love, Boyd & Co., is expected home 
next week from Nova Scotia, where he has been fishing 
for two months. He has purchased a summer residence 
there and 300 acres-of land. He writes that the climate 
is the best he ever experienced. : 

A. B. Benedict, of Benedict & Co., will leave with his 





family this week for Martha’s Vineyard, Mass., where 
he will spend a month. 
M. F. Green, of the Davidson-Benedict Company, will 
leave for Chautauqua, N. Y., this week to join his family. 
T. W. Frye, of the C. F. Luehrmann Hardwood Lum- 
ber Company, St. Louis, was in the city last week and 
purchased 100,000 feet of fine poplar. 





A TWO-STATE INTEREST. 


LiTrLte Rock, ARK., July 31—The Blue Lake Lumber 
Company, sawing cypress and hardwoods with mills in 
Suntlower county, Mississippi, and general offices in this 
city, has been running its plant steadily this year and 
reports a gratifying business. The company has a splen- 
did band mill plant in Mississippi and it is near an 
excellent body of cypress timber, on one side, with oak 
and ash on the other. The milling plant saws 40,000 
feet daily and the company has been shipping its product 
to the north and west. At present the outlook is regard- 
ed as first class for a continuance of good trade. The 
company has some choice quartered oak in stock and 
considerable cypress, the latter stock, however, being 
held at the mill yards on order. The railroad owned 
by the company and piercing the cypress timber has 
recently been incorporated under the name of the Sun- 
flower & Eastern railway. 

For the present the Blue Lake Lumber Company will 
make a specialty of cypress lumber. Its product enjoys 
a high reputation everywhere for general excellence and 
care in manufacture, 





AT A RIVER LANDING. 

BARFIELD, ARK., July 27.—Probably few of the read- 
ers of the LUMBERMAN have ever heard of this place, 
and yet it is a busy little hamlet, which “has its being” 
in lumber. George and S. S. Fair have successfully 
operated mills here for about five years, manufacturing 
6,000,000 feet or more a year of cottonwood, gum, oak 
and cypress. A large percentage of the cut is and has 
been cottonwood of a superior quality. They now have 
in stock several million feet and are manufacturing 
800,000 feet a month or over. The Beal Lumber Com- 
pany is also a large cottonwood and gum manufacturer 
at this point and has shipped several barge loads lately. 
The major portion of lumber shipped from Barfield is 
by barge to Cairo, Ill. where it is rehandled and dis- 
tributed by rail, while some goes direct to St. Louis, 
Cincinnati and up river markets. TRAVELER. 





QUEEN CITY TRADE FEATURES. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO., July 29.—There have been some 
changes in the executive force of the E. D. Albro Com- 
pany, the well known veneer and hardwood concern. 
Thomas G. Williams, general manager and treasurer, 
says the changes do not represent, strictly speaking, a 
reorganization but simply are consequent upon the regu- 
lar election of officers, as follows: Robert Laidlaw, 
president; Thomas G. Williams, general manager and 
treasurer, re-elected; Taylor McDougall, secretary, vice 
Thomas McDougall. George W. Vanderbilt and W. H. 
Vanderbilt were succeeded as superintendent and assist- 
ant superintendent, respectively, by A. M. Rose, the 
two offices being combined. Mr. Williams said today: 

Business is very good indeed. We are pushed by demands 
in every department. We have enough orders on hand now to 


keep us going for six months at least and certainly have expe- 
rienced no symptoms of hot weather stagnation, 


Ben Dulweber, of John Dulweber & Co., reports busi- 
ness for the past month remarkably good for the season, 
the best month’s business for a year and a half. He 
cannot see how prices on quartered oak and ash, of 
the better grades, can change except to advance. Pop- 
lar has not such an encouraging outlook, he thinks. 
He fears the results of the drouth. 

The Darling-Hurd Lumber Company reports: 

We are a little afraid that the protracted drouth and dam- 
age to crops will have a depressing effect on the lumber trade 
everywhere. ‘The copious rains just reported are most likely 
too late. Business is very fair with us and we could sell 


much more if we wanted to meet some prices afloat. The out- 
look for business is very good. 


Chairman W. B. Hay, T. B. Stone, Ed Swain, J. W. 
Darling and E .W. Oesper, jr., of the committee of 
arrangements for a lumbermen’s display in the fall 
festival parade, met today and completed further details 
regarding the three floats that will constitute the display. 

T. B. Stone, of the T. B. Stone Lumber Company, 
reports conditions about normal. 

W. B. Hay, with M. B. Farrin, says business is mov- 
ing along nicely in all departments, Mr. Hay has just 
returned from an extended business trip. 

Ed Swain, of Swain Bros., says everything in the 
way of business is satisfactory for the time of year. 

E. William Oesper, jr., of the Cypress Lumber Com- 
pany, reports business excellent. 





THE NEW HACKLEY-BONNELL LUMBER COM- 
PANY, 

The hardwood lumber concern the Thompson & Bon- 
nell Company, of Grand Rapids, Mich., has been reorgan- 
ized as the Hackley-Bonnell Lumber Company, with an 
increase of capital to $100,000. The officers of the com- 
pany are John H. Bonnell, president; Charles H. Hack- 
ley, vice president; O. A. Felger, secretary and treasurer. 
Mr. Bonnell is president of the village of East Grand 
Rapids, and has built up an excellent reputation in the 
wholesale and manufacturing lumber trade. Mr. Hack- 
ley is the well known millionaire and philanthropist of 
Muskegon. Mr. Felger is a young man of talent and 
experience in commercial pursuits. Altogether it is a 
strong organization. The company will extend its hard- 
wood manufacturing interests in Michigan, Kentucky, 
Tennessee and Mississippi, largely increasing its output 
and ability to care for an extended trade. 
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Louis Wuichet, wholesale lumber dealer, of 308 Home 
Insurance building, this city, made a trip to the Lake 
Superior district this week. 

bk. C. Finkbine, of the Des Moines Lumber Company, 
Des Moines, la., one of the big line yard concerns of 
that state, was in town on Wednesday. 

Mr. Wertz, of Haymond & Wertz, Bradley, IIll., well 
known retailers of that section, was in town on Tuesday 
of this week calling on the sash, door and lumber trade 
of this market. 

William Huttig, sr., of Huttig Bros. & Co., Muscatine, 
la., was a visitor in Chicago this week. Mr. Huttig 
said that trade with his concern was first class, with 
all the orders booked that the company could take care 
of. 

R. A. Gabbert, of the Moore-Gabbert Company, engaged 
in the lumber and planing mill business at Matwon, 
Ill., was in Chicago on Monday last for the purpose of 
replenishing the company’s stock of lumber, Mr, Gab- 
bert says that the revail lumber trade in his city and 
vicinity is in every way satisfactory. 

L. A. Prichett, manager of the Custer Lumber Com- 
pany, Cass City, Ind., transacted business in Chicago 
durmg the latter part of last week. Mr, Prichett is an 
active and agyressive young Jumberman and says that 
trade in bis section couldn’t be better and that pros- 
pects for the future are exceptionally good. 

Hon. George M. Curtis, of the extensive sash and door 
house of Curtis Bros. & Co., Ciinton, la., was unable to 
attend the sash and door meeting held in this city on 
Wednesday last on account of iliness, being contined to 
his room. Mr, Curtis was greatiy missed at the meet- 
ing, as he.is seldom absent on an occasion of that kind, 

The Chicago Lumber & Coal Company, of St. Louis, 
Mo., is out with an announcement that it has been 
appointed general sales agent for the Cherry River 
Boom & Lumber Company, of Richwood, W. Va. The 
stock will be sold through the Fuilerton-Powell Hard- 
wood Lumber Company, at South Bend, Ind., to whom 
all letters and inquiries should be addressed. 


A. W. Pettibone, a prominent and wealthy lumberman 
of La Crosse, Wis., has transferred to the Pettibone Park 
commission of that city the north half of Barron’s Isl- 
and, located in the miudle of the Mississippi river. Mr. 
Pettibone has also set aside the sum of $00,000 for the 
purpose of keeping the park in good condition, this sum 
being in addition to the sum of $50,000 which he has 
already spent in beautifying the grounds. Mr, Petti- 
bone’s generous donation is greatly appreciated by the 
citizens of LaCrosse. 

James A, Braun, a well known hardwood salesman, 
who has for a number of years been connected with 
Alcee Stewart & Co., of St. Louis, Mo., but who will 
after August 1 travel for the Strifler & Wehinger 
Lumber Company, of that city, paid the LUMBERMAN 
a call on Wednesday of this week. Mr. Braun stated 
that the hardwood business in the territory he had 
been covering was in a badly demoralized condition, 
but believed that the opening up of the fall trade would 
see a decided improvement. 

H. G. Dardis, of the Home Lumber Company, Burling- 
ton, Wis., was a visitor in Chicago on Wednesday of 
this week, being accompanied by his wife and daughter. 
Mr. Dardis reported prosperous trade conditions in his 
territory and said that there was no difficulty in sell- 
ing lumber at good prices, the main trouble being to 
buy it at any price. As an evidence of prosperity 
among the farmers, Mr. Dardis stated that there had 
been more barns built in his territory this season than 
in any two years put together. 

E. C. Mershon, of the machinery department of W. B. 
Mershon & Co., Saginaw, Mich., who was in the city on 
Wednesday of this week, reported a first rate volume 
of orders recently booked, among them a Standard resaw 
for the Wabash Screen Door Company to be installed in 
its new mill at Memphis; a band saw mill to go to 
France and two band mills for the Diamond Match 
Company. The firm is now making a gang of four band 
saws for the Firstbrook Box Company, of ‘loronto and 
Penetanguishene, Ont., something unusual in the lumber 
manufacturing industry. 

J. W. Embree, of the Rittenhouse & Embree Com- 
pany, this city, who recently returned from a short 
vacation near Hayward, Wis., has firmly established a 
reputation as an expert fisherman. Last week Wednes- 
day Mr. Embree caught a muscallunge weighing thirty 
pounds, his total catch for the afternoon comprising 
tive fish of that species, of which the total weight was 
about sixty-five pounds. C. F. Thompson, of the Thomp- 
son Lumber Company, this city, can give expert testi- 
mony as to the truth of the above, if any is needed. 


H. J. Glick, president of the Cumberland Sash & Door 
Company, of Cumberland, Md., and of the Baltimore 
Sash & Door Company, of Baltimore, Md., was in the 
city this week in attendance upon the meeting of the 
sash and door interests at the Auditorium. His part- 
ner, W. H. Waltz, secretary of the two concerns, was 
also here. This was, however, Mr, Glick’s first appear- 


ance at these meetings and he was cordially welcomed 
by the other door representatives present. The two gen- 
tlemen both reported trade good in their respective local- 
ities. 

E. Blaisdell, general salesman for the Fenwood Lum- 
ber Company, of Wausau, Wis., and one of the best 
known men in the hardwood and pine trade of this 
section, spent some time in Chicago during the past 
two weeks in the interests of his concern. Mr. Blais- 
dell reports a somewhat accelerated movement for hard- 
wood lumber, having recently made several sales of 
good size at good prices. .In his opinion basswood is 
the most active variety of hardwood lumber in the 
market and he believes that it will shortly bring en- 
hanced values. 

William F. Baker, president of the Saginaw & Manis- 
tee Lumber Company, of Williams, Ariz., but himself a 
resident of Manistee, Mich., was in the city this week on 
a brief business visit. Mr. Baker reports operations in 
Arizona progressing favorably, with a greater demand 
for lumber than the company is able to supply with 
promptness. The new mill is now turning out an abund- 
ance of stock, however, and he hopes soon to be in posi- 
tion to meet the demand. Arizona lumber is being re- 
ceived with great favor by the door trade of the eastern 
part of the country, and he looks for a large development 
of business in that direction. 

J. G. Mark, formerly a well known sash and door 
man of Davenport, Iowa, but now secretary of the Auto- 
Safety Seating Company, of 208 Canal street, New 
York, but making his personal headquarters in Chicago, 
returned from New York this week. Mr. Mark says 
that the demand for the automatic adjustable chairs 
made by his company from theaters, churches, steamer 
lines and for similar purposes is beyond the ability of 
his company to supply and that the orders already on 
hand will take several months to fill. Mr. Mark expects 
soon to open an Office in this city representing the west- 
ern department of the company. 

W. A. Radford, of the Radford Sash & Door Company, 
this city, whose home is at Riverside, Chicago’s charming 
suburb, and C. J. True, of the True & True Company, this 
city, jointly entertained several members of the local 
sash and door trade at the Riverside Golf Club, of which 
they are members, on Saturday last. Several of the 
members of the trade were absent from the city or ill 
and could not be present, but those who accepted Messrs. 
Radford and True’s invitation were William L. Sharp, 
of KE. L. Roberts & Co.; John A. Gauger, of John A. 
Gauger & Co., and A, W. True, of the True & True Com- 
pany, After an exciting game of golf was indulged in, 
Mr. Radford, as the president of Riverside, extended 
the hospitalities of the town and entertained the guests 
at dinner, 

Frank W. Buffum, secretary and manager of the La 
Crosse Lumber Company, Louisiana, Mo., a leading line 
yard concern of the west, was in the city on Wednesday 
last on his return from Petoskey, Mich., where his 
family is sojourning for the summer. Mr. Buffum has 
had late crop reports from the territory wherein his 
company’s yards are located, comprising northern Mis- 
souri, southern Iowa and eastern Illinois, and says that 
while the situation there was desperate two weeks ago, 
recent rains have improved prospects materially and he 
estimates that in his section of Missouri the late corn 
will make close to one-third of a crop and there will also 
be plenty of feed and fair pasturage. He states that the 
suffering during the drouth was intense and that his 
men who were constructing a telephone line between 
Louisiana and Mexico, Mo., were compelled to go four 
miles for water for drinking purposes, water being so 
scarce in that immediate vicinity that the farmers 
would not give any of it away to outsiders. In his 
opinion no great amount of lumber will be used in Mis- 
souri this fall, and cancellations of orders previously 
given were the rule among retailers. The La Crosse 
Lumber Company now has direct private telephone 
communication of its own at twenty-one of its twenty- 
five retail yards with the main office at Louisiana, Mo., 
an enterprise that involved large expense, but which Mr, 
Buffum thinks will easily repay the cost of construction 
and keeping in repair by facilitating shipments and 
business in general. 





LUMBERMEN’S OIL INTERESTS OF VALUE. 


Readers of the LUMBERMAN have noticed that the D. G. 
Saunders Lumber Company, of Kansas City, and Dan 
G. Saunders himself, have been advertising stock in the 
Higgins Oil & Fuel Company, the Columbia Oil Com- 
pany, and the Lumberman’s Oil Company, all of Beau- 
mont, Tex. On July 12 the Columbia Oil Company brought 
in its first well, which is a spouter with a capacity of be- 
tween 25,000 and 30,000 barrels a day. As the capital 
stock of the Columbia Oil Company is only $295,000 and 
it owns 185 acres of land, this ought to make the stock 
valuable. But this is not all. Some land of the Lum- 
berman’s Oil Company, which is capitalized at $250,000, 
lies immediately adjacent to the Columbia land and that 
company is now drilling its first well within fifty feet 
of the big well recently brought in by the Columbia. 
Every effort is being made to bring in this well by 
August 15, and there is no apparent reason why it should 
not be as good a well as any in the field. The compan 
has been offering the stock in the Lumberman’s Oil 
Company at 60-cents per $1 share, but the price has been 
advanced to par, $1 a share, and 10,000 shares are 
offered at this price. Subscriptions should be sent to 
D. G. Saunders, at 401 Keith & Perry building, Kansas 
City, Mo. While lumbermen are interested to a greater 
or less extent in all of these three companies, they are 
practically exclusive owners of the Lumberman’s Oil 
Company, which should be worth 200 cents on the dollar 
in a very short time, 


CAUSES FOR YELLOW PINE OPTIMISM. 

The LumMBERMAN last week had the pleasure of an 
interview wtih Charles S. Keith, of Kansas City, assist- 
ant general manager of the company and general sales 
agent of the lumber department of the Central Coal & 
Coke Company. Mr. Keith refused to be frightened by 
crop conditions and prospects. He said that if matters 
should become so bad through the continuance of the 
drouth as really to limit the sale of lumber his com. 
pany would ile up its surplus rather than cut the 
prices. 

Mr. Keith insisted that values of stumpage and cost 
of production considered yellow pine is selling as low 
as it has any business to. Furthermore, he does not 
believe that the reduction in consumption will be suffi- 
cient to bring it below the output and does not look 
for any material increase in stocks on hand. Orders 
already on the books will carry shipments on at the 
present rate for several weeks, There has been a mag- 
nificent wheat crop in the territory of his company, 
the banks show 40 percent heavier deposits than a 
year ago, stocks at the mills are 150,000,000 feet short, 
price of labor has raised the cost of lumber 50 cents 
a thousand, and altogether he believes that there will 
be a demand which, added to conditions at the mills, 
will render any reduction of the price list unnecessary 
even if there shall not be a further advance. Mr, 
Keith has the means wherewith to form a correct 
judgment as to conditions, inasmuch as the retail yards 
of his company are scattered over a wide territory 
west of the Missouri river. He said that in some locali- 
ties reports have not been at all exaggerated, but that 
if rains should come soon there would still be at least 
half a corn crop, which, added to wheat and otlier 
resources, including cash in hand, would put the farm- 
ers in condition equal to the average of the last ten 

ears. 

' The Central Coal & Coke Company is preparing for 
an enormous business next year. Work is progress- 
ing steadily in the construction of its new plant at Ken- 
nard, Tex. This mill, which will probably be put in 
commission next January or February, is equipped with 
two single bands, a rosser and a 52-inch gang. It will 
have five double kilns—each room being 42 feet wide— 
built of brick. Kennard lies between Lufkin and Crock- 
ett, Tex., twenty-eight miles west of the former, on 
the Eastern Texas railway, owned by the Central Coal 
& Coke Company. Tributary to this mill are 200,000 
acres of pine, principally shortleaf, though having about 
17,000 acres of longleaf. This mill is expected to cut 
90,000,000 feet a year, which product will be added to 
that of the present mills at Texarkana and at Neame, 
La. The former has a life of probably fifteen years 
ahead, though some of the timber lies so remote that 
the mill will probably be removed to the timber before 
it shall be cut out. The Neame mill has a still longer 
life assured. 





Obituary. 


Levi Heidrick. 

Levi Heidrick, of Brookfield, Pa., was instantly killed 
at his home on July 20. He was preparing to go to 
Wisconsin to look after his lumber interests in that 
state and while taking some garments from a closet 
in which a loaded shot gun had been kept for some 
time, on account of an attempted burglarization of 
the house last spring, it was in some manner dis- 
charged, instantly killing him. Mr. Heidrick was born 
in Germany about fifty-six years ago and came to 
this country at an early age, locating at DuBois, Pa., 
in 1880, and after a few years in other pursuits en- 
tered the lumber business with George Weber and 
others, operating several saw and shingle mills. In 
1894 he began the operation of the Litch Mills at~ Brook- 
ville, Pa., in connection with R. M. Matson and oth- 
ers, and built about twenty miles of railroad into 
their holdings and cut 20,000,000 feet of pine and 
hemlock annually. Mr. Heidrick was also president 
of the Heidrick & Matson Lumber Company, of West- 
boro, Wis., president of the Leatherwood Lumber Com- 
pany, Morocco, W. Va., and manager and treasurer of 
the Brookville Woolen Mills, at Brookville, Pa. As 
a business man he was one of the foremost in that 
section of the country -and his dealings have always 
been looked upon as of the highest integrity. By nature 
he was affable and had a large circle of both busi- 
ness and social acquaintances. Mr. Heidrick is survived 
by his wife and nine children. The interment was at 
Queenstown, Pa. 








W. C. Patterson. 

W. C. Patterson, of Tuthill & Patterson, Florence, 
Ala., died July 24, at his home in Florence, of typhoid 
fever after an illness of six weeks. Mr. Patterson was 
a native of Aurora, IIl., and came south eight years 
ago. He was in business at Iron City, Tenn., for some 
time, but three — ago came to Florence, where he 
became one of the most popular citizens of that city. 
His body was taken to Aurora, IIl., for interment. He 
leaves a wife and child. The business will be continued 
under the management of Mr. Tuthill. 





George G, Ligare. 

George G. Ligare, a retired lumberman of this city, 
died at his residence at Glencoe, a Chicago suburb, om 
Friday, July 26, at the age of 80 years. Mr. Ligare 
was born in Winchester, England, August 1, 1821. He 
came to this country from the West Indies in 1844. 
For three years he conducted a lumber yard on the site 
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where the Chicago & North-Western railroad depot now 
stands, and in 1847 aided in organizing the Ford River 
Lumber Company, of Ford River, Mich., remaining at 
its head until 1868, when he retired from active busi- 
ness. The funeral services were held from his late resi- 
dence in Glencoe on Monday afternoon last, and the 
interment was in Forest Home cemetery. 





The Mortuary Record. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., July 23.—John C. Craig was drowned 
yesterday afternoon at Island Heights, N. J., where he had 
been spending the summer. Mr. Craig was a resident of 
Swarthmore, Pa., and was engaged in the wholesale lumber 
business in this city and had been in the habit of spending 
his vacation at Island Heights. Shortly after dinner, with 
his two little children, Mr, Craig decided to take a bath and 
rowed across the Toms river. As he approached the shore 
he plunged overboard and was apparently seized with 
cramps and he sank. His body was found during the even- 
ing. Mr. Craig was 32 years of age and leaves a widow and 
two children. 

MONTGOMERY, ALA., July 23.—I*rank Welch, of Riders- 
ville, Ala., died today after a long illness. He was one of 
the pioneer lumberman of this section and had made a big 
fortune out of the lumber business. He had been in failing 
health for a number of years and his death was looked upon 
only as a question of time. 


AYERSVILLE, OHIO, July 19.—TIsrael Scott, owner of the 
Scott saw mill at this place, was accidentally killed today by 
being drawn into a circular saw. He was 71 years of age 
and leaves a wife and three children. He was one of the 
first settlers in this county and had conducted the saw mill 
in which he met his death for thirty-five years. The remains 
will be interred at Lebanon, Ohio. 


ALBANY, N. Y., July 19.—Thomas Wilson, for many years 
a leading lumber dealer of this city, died at his home yes- 
terday from pneumonia. Mr. Wilson was born in this city 
September 26, 1826, and early in life entered the lumber 
business, first as an inspector and later as a partner in the 
firm of Clark, Sumner & Co., and finally under his own 
name. <A wife, three sons and two daughters survive him. 


Sr. JOHN, N. B., July 27.—Heart disease, brought on by 
overexertions during a fishing trip to New Foundland, 
caused the death this morning of James F. Hamilton, a 
prominent American lumberman who until recently was en- 
gaged in the lumber business in this city. The deceased was 
the son of the late Charles Hamilton and leaves a widow 
and one son. 


THE MARKETS. 


CURRENT MARKET CONDITIONS. 


The general rains of last week which visited almost 
all sections of the country came in the nick of time, 
and while the corn belt will suffer a loss of millions 
of dollars it is not as bad as has been reported or 
anticipated and the general market is already showing 
decided signs of revival. This is especially true of 
the lumber trade and reports show a decided improve- 
ment both in inquiries and demand from agricultural 
sections, particularly the drouth districts. The trade 
in the larger centers has shown no evidence of weak- 
ness and if an early settlement of the steel strike is 
had, as now seems likely, the extensive building going 
on and in prospect for the balance of the year will 
more than take care of what shrinkage there may be 
from the drouth stricken districts. 

* * ” 


The yellow pine situation can best be gathered from 
an interview with one of the largest operators in that 
lumber when he states that his sales from July 1 
to July 27 were 527 cars, as against 377 cars for 
the same period of the preceding month and that 80 
percent was yard stock. The manufacturer in ques- 
tion does a large business in the territory west of 
the Mississippi river. While no doubt recent dry 
weather conditions will have more or less effect, manu- 
facturers say that the demand will be sufficient to 
take care of all the lumber that they can produce 
during the balance of the year. Mill stocks are still 
broken and the Jack of labor has not bettered that 
feature to any great degree. There may be some con- 
cessions granted in the way of prices on a few minor 
items, but values as a whole are firm. 


at * «& 








On the Pacific coast the trade is in an excellent 
condition, the only trouble being that manufacturers 
are finding it difficult to get out their orders to suit 
the requirements of the buyers. Mills are running full 
time and in some instances, notably in the northern 
districts, extra forces have been put on in order to 
keep up with business in hand, Values remain steady 
with no signs of weakness in any item of the list. 
The shingle market shows considerable activity and 
shipments have been heavier than at any time in the 
history of the industry. 
_ Demand for white pine is unabated. From reports it 
is evident that retail as well as wholesale stocks are in 
4 sadly demoralized condition. The complaint is daily 
heeoming more pronounced that lumber is scarce at all 
producing points, Practically all of the lumber, both 
dry and green, manufactured at the northern lake ports 
this season has been disposed of and stocks at some of 
the mills have been sold far in advance of manufacture. 
The retail trade makes no complaint about the state of 
demand, but rather of the difficulty in replenishing 
their assortments and the delay that inevitably results 
after they have sent in their orders. Prices on the ma- 
jority of items show a constantly hardening tendency. 

* * * 


The mainstay of the dealer in hardwoods in keeping 
"p his hopes for an early improvement is the fact 
that factories and implement manufacturers using those 
Woods are very active and the large stocks on hand dur- 
ing the early part of the season will soon be consumed 
and cause them to seek a fresh supply. Receipts are 
“onsiderably lighter than for some time past and there 
“ems to be some disposition on the part of whole- 
Salers to increase their holdings. As a rule values are 


somewhat better and while here and there a slight de- 
cline is noted it is not of sufficient moment to cause any 
fear that prices in general will seek a lower level. One- 
inch red plain oak is probably the shortest item on the 
list and in its absence plain white is moving in fair 
volume. Demand for quartered oak is dull, excepting 
in the upper grades. In cottonwood and gum the supply 
is in excess of demand and more stock is offered than 
can be taken care of, There is a slight change for the 
better in the export trade, but there is not likely to be 
any decided improvement until conditions on the other 
side undergo a radical transformation. 
* * * 

The demand for Atlantic coast woods, with the excep- 
tion of spruce, is in line with the supply and a slight 
stiffening of values in a few items is noted: In North 
Carolina pine there is a decided improvement in box 
grades, while dressed stocks are active and flooring in 
good request. The foreign demand is not at all healthy 
and exporters are holding back shipments in the hope 
that values will improve. In Maine the demand for 
spruce, except for one line of export stock, has been the 
poorest for many years and a great many of the mills 
are closed down as they question whether there will be 
any profit in sawing. Values remain steady, with a 
limited supply. 


Northern Pine. 


Chicago. Demand continues unusually strong for 
midsummer, and if trade is not as urgent as it was at 
the opening of July, the wholesale dealers are making 
no complaints. Reports from the retail districts are 
altogether favorable and all tell the same story of large 
demand and pronounced scarcity of stock. It is evident 
that retail stocks as well as those of the wholesalers are 
badly broken, but many of the retailers are disinclined 
to purchase heavily at the ruling prices in order to fii 
contracts at the old quotations. Still, they are beginning 
to recognize the inevitable, and with most of them 
now price is not so much an object as the getting of 
the lumber. 

The price situation continues to attract its due share 
of attention. That white pine and norway lumber are 
both scarce in manufacturers’ hands is a fact that can 
easily be demonstrated by any lumberman who takes the 
trouble to visit northern producing points. One of the 
leading lumbermen of this market makes the unqualified 
statement that there is no lumber for sale on Lake 
Superior and this is probably very close to the truth, 
as, while there may be a few small and not altogether 
desirable lots that can be obtained, nearly all the lum- 
ber in pile on the northern mill docks has been sold and 
much of it shipped out. The same is virtually true of 
Lake Michigan ports, while as for the interior mills 
where stocks are sorted up for the car trade, assortments 
were never more badly broken than at this time. It is 
small wonder, then, that prices should show an occa- 
sonal advance under the strenuous demand that every- 
where prevails. 

The retail demand in Chicago, to say nothing of all 
the large cities throughout the country, has seldom if 
ever been surpassed. The amount of building under way 
and in prospect exceeds anything that has been wit- 
nessed here since the World’s Fair and the outlook for 
its continuance is good. The character of the building 
is of especial encouragement to lumber dealers, as, 
while a great many structures requiring steel and other 
fireproof material are in course of construction, there 
is a vast amount of work going forward in which lumber 
is being used exclusively, from the elegant suburban 
mansion to the modest home of the artisan. 

While the city lumber yards have had all they can do 
to supply the current demand there has been, never- 
theless, considerable competition and consequent cutting 
of prices to secure orders. So thoroughly have these 
low-priced ideas permeated the trade that a meeting of 
local dealers was called at the lumber association rooms 
last Monday, at which it was generally agreed that 
prices should be hereafter maintained and a new list, 
governing local deliveries only, was put into effect. 
Prices to the country trade are being uniformly main- 
tained at the list in effect July 2, which quotes short 
piece stuff at $15 to $15.50 and long piece stuff at $16 
to $18.50, according to length. 

Lake freights are quoted at $2.50 from Lake Su 
perior ports to Chicago and the lower lakes and vessel 
owners have decided to advance these rates September |. 

Chicago Building Permits. 

Plans of the declared value of $1,000 or more, for 
the week ending July 27, 1901, for which permits 
were issued in Chicago, were as follows: 








CuLAss, No. Total Value. 

C1 DOG te GsG MOO cise viwewnes 56 $134,750 
BOGS tO BAGG soc week i eont 16 102,100 
fr Se Peer ere 8 ,000 
pe Ar eee ee 3 97,000 
SIRGOO Cer 100,000 sis b ocwdin coe be es 
Rialto Elevator Company........ 1 350,000 
J. Rosenbaum Company......... 1 250,000 
Wiehe. k< 3s ook ¢ lee) Ree 85 $1,048,850 
Totals for preceding week.... 76 453,850 


Receipts and Shipments. 
RECEIPTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING JULY 27. 





LUMBER. SHINGLES. 
NOE ieadene over ncactsaces coccccscecs cocees ceceee 40,800,000 4,912,000 

INCTOBSE ...cce cece seeseronseeecerscesesesses 4,820,000 

Decrease ...... 1, 427,000 


RECEIPTS FROM JAN. 1 to JULY 27, INCLUSIVE. 
LU 





S008 << sins’ vias s cond cocviccsccucnuoceceed scuedevie sMNUENNIIET am aan 
1900 ...cccsccccesesccsccccecccecccececcccseece 2% 272,000 164,649,000 
TMNDD G55 sects cexcvetes pee LORY, 27,397,000 


SHIPMENTS FOR TEE WEEK ENDING JULY 27. 

LUMBER. SHINGLES. 
+ 17 243,000 —_5,861.000 
12,823,000 3,349,000 


Deessae., Se ee 


1901 ........ 
1 










Increase... 





SHIPMENTS FROM JAN. 1 TO JULY 27, INCLUSIVE. 
LUMBER. SHINGLES. 
1901... .ceccccsecccesecaceseccecessessecses eos 495 669.000 52,278,000 
1900.00 secccvcceecccccccccescccssccsceces sees 428,304,000 134,215,000 
INE, oii ine casdtbaiidedhels dae. an 18,063,000 
SOCEM siakiece cces accesses shad kedebetece — — 
COMPARATIVE RECEIPTS FOR JULY. 

LUMBER. SHINGLES, 
WOE Sone vsed sche tuccdtecteidnseweeuscsdduaeene 171,787,000 17,712,000 
Wiss s vdocnscricatcccancess eeeee cers sees cecess 141,468, 22,272,000 

a tine a Sivu a wadelsc davhucend edetada 30,324,000 
TOG ds hin cnde ctinsacdueticcdddades tues 4,560 000 


COMPARATIVE SHIPMENTS FOR JULY. 








LUMBER. SHINGLES. 
SER nie 3bad idee ends suds danaducdauuedaabeus’ tuea 68,712,000 22,218,000 
Woe sdn agence céccsacede cecnkaceebaobuensdea tenes 43,071,000 16,518,000 

Increase .... ++. 25,641,000 5,700,C00 


Decrease...... i 


Minneapolis, Minn. . July 31—The harvest season 
has begun in the northwest, and in most sections farm- 
ers are very busy with their wheat and oat crops. First 
returns from sections where the grain has been har- 
vested this year are more than reassuring. It is very 
evident that the pessimistic reports sent out a fortnight 
ago have already been discounted, and that the crop for 
the whole northwest will be much better than an aver- 
age one. While it may not be as large as was expected 
a month ago it will be sufficiently large to result in a 
good fall trade in all lines of salable merchandise, and 
retailers in white pine lumber who were almost the 
first to take alarm are already taking a more active 
interest in the situation, buying more freely from trav- 
elers, and coming to this market in larger numbers. 
This indicates that trade will resume its unusual pro- 
portions again within a short time—probably as soon as 
the harvest shall be over and farmers begin to make 
active inquiry for lumber for fall building. 

The second crop report sent out by the secretary of 
the Mississippi Valley Lumbermen’s Association gives 
the crop and harvest conditions accurately and in such 
shape that no comment on it is necessary further than to 
say that the views expressed in the report coincide with 
the majority of the expressions from the crop experts 
who are now out making their annual estimates. This 
report alone should put new life into the lumber trade. 

While the figures showing the shipments of lumber 
from this market for July are not available, it is more 
than evident that the record of the corresponding month 
of a year ago has been exceeded by substantial totals. 
It is almost safe to assume that shipments during July 
of this year are 15,000,000 feet in excess of the same 
month a year ago. In view of these conditions and the 
extraordinary activity which has characterized the lum- 
ber trade during July, manufacturers and retailers feel 
encouraged and are looking forward to a large busi- 
ness during the remainder of the year. 

Shipments continue to be delayed owing to the car 
shortage, which is rapidly becoming acute, and also by 
the shortage in certain descriptions of lumber, such as 
C siding, dimension, large timber and No. 2 12-inch 
boards, as well as many other descriptions. A survey 
of the yards at this point shows that this shortage is a 
very material factor. Many yards do not contain any- 
where near the supply of lumber that was to be found a 
year ago at this time, although production up to August 
1 last year had been considerably curtailed by the low 
water in the river and the difficulty of getting logs to 
the mill, a condition which has not obtained this season. 

Record of receipts and shipments of white pine 
lumber is some less than last week, but is heavy for 
this time of the year ard in excess of the correspond- 
ing week a year ago, as may be noted by the following 
figures: 








Recetate. Ryne. 
WIE SS cawcnc de omen 320, 1,650,000 
yn Meee 270,000 1,440,000 
| AAA es re 330,000 1,560,000 
p PSEA Sr Ger ear 480,000 1,950,000 
PERT TLL 450,000 1,740,000 
"WOME F occ Sno tn css berber 5,0: 1,440, 
Ps pins 0 a tba Cad 2,195,000 9,78$,000 
Total last week ....--.ss- 2,390,000 9,825,000 
Pe ncn cskdcauelwer 195,000 45,000 
Same week year ago....... 1,665,000 6,870,00 





Saginaw Valley. White pine is moving quite freely 
in this market and prices have steadily hardened. The 
trading is largely in car lots. Stocks are not large 
and are considerably broken. Log run is quoted at 
$18 to $22; box is quoted at $15 to $16 and mill 
culls are held at $12. In the yards trade is generally 
reported as good. Very little white pine is on the 
mill docks on this river. 


“eee 


North Tonawanda, N.Y. Although the number of 
orders being received is not as large as earlier in the 
season, white pine dealers find that they have enough 
orders ahead to keep them busy for several weeks were 
the demand cut off immediately, due to the unusually 
large number booked in June and the fore part of the 
current month. The scarcity in certain grades, espe- 
cially fine common and better, is about as pronounced 
as before lumber began arriving here by vessel this 
season; cousequently dealers find it necessary to piece 
out, as was the case in the spring. With one exception 
there has been no disposition to cut prices since the 
advance was agreed to over a month ago. It is reported 
that some dealers who have a large stock of box lumber 
have offered to sell to consumers at New York and other 














40 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


Aveust 3, 1901. 





eastern points at $1.50 less than the price set heretofore, 
for which reason a number of dealers are not selling 
much of this item, as they can realize little if any profit 
from such transactions. 





Buffalo, N. Y. There is complaint all along the white 
pine line that the west has put up the price so that 
there is next to no profit in the business for the middle 
man. Of course there is actual money made, for a 
great part of the stock that is now selling was bought 
for less than it could be replaced for, but it is not 
safe to reckon in this way, for the price of lumber 
goes down sometimes and the loss or gain must be 
reckoned on going prices. Stock in the west it is gen- 
erally held will not be any higher than now and some 
look for a drop, as they say the drouth has cut 
down the possibilities of buying lumber in a great part 
of the west. 


PAPO 

Boston, Mass. Salesmen report a light business in 
white pine, but also state that when they find a man 
who wants it he generally wants it badly and is willing 
to pay for it. There are all sorts of substitutes being 
brought in, notably Washington cedar, which finds a 
use where heretofore white pine has been utilized. The 
large holders of the stock are very firm in their atti- 
tude and purpose to get full value for their lumber, 
and concessions in the matter of price or in mixing 
cars are not to be thought of. The yard man must per- 
force buy what he can get as a general thing, and 
straight carloads of one item are the rule instead of 
mixed lots, which used to be shipped in upon request, 

Baltimore, Md. White pine continues the even tenor 
of its way, without showing a pronounced rise or 
developing any marked depression. The range of values 
is as a rule firm, with the tendency slightly upward 
and a continuance of stable figures apparently guar- 
anteed by the prevailing conditions. There is no rush, 
but a continuous movement prevails and nearly all the 
plants seem to be busy, some being oversold. 





Spruce. 


New York City. There is a continuous stiffening in 
prices for Adirondack stock, while eastern also is more 
than holding its own. Scarce widths and sizes—their 
number daily grows larger—are becoming more difficult 
to obtain and price is not so much a consideration where 
the lumber has to be obtained. Freights are still high; 
for water shipment $17* to $19.50 is quoted, and rail 
shipment, $18 to $20.50. 

Boston, Mass. It is full association prices or nothing 
with the spruce men. Yard buyers are a little quiet and 
their needs are not pressing, but no concessions are made 
by the shippers, and whenever a price is changed from 
the established list it is in the direction of higher rather 
than lower prices. The average stock of spruce is quite 
as small as its most enthusiastic supporters have pre- 
dicted. Many mills are not sawing on account of lack 
of logs, and those which are running are sold up pretty 
close to the saw. 








Bangor, Me. The market remains firm at previous 
quotations and the supply is very limited. There is, 
if anything, a slightly better demand, but not enough 
gain to start prices. It is a peculiar condition of affairs, 
dealers complaining that while they are at times obliged 
to reject orders for frames they can get no better prices 
than, say, $17 to $19 a thousand in Boston and New 
York. Ten and 12-inch dimensions continue at $18.50 
to $19.50 a thousand; 9-inch and under, $17 to $18; 
10 and 12-inch random lengths 10 feet and up, $17.50 
to $18.50; 2x3, 2x4, 2x5, 2x6, 2x7 and 3x4, 10 feet 
and up, $15 to $16; all other randoms, 9-inch and 
under, 10 feet and up, $15.50 to $17; 5-inch and up, 
merchantable boards, $15.50 to $17; out spruce boards, 
$12.50; bundfe furring, $14. 





Philadelphia, Pa. The manufacturers have plenty 
of orders and are moving a considerable amount of 
stock at the standard price. Lath is in better demand 


White Cedar. 


Chicago. Dealers here report a good inquiry for cedar 
posts in carload lots and a continuance of the strong 
demand for telegraph and telephone poles, in which 
latter item stocks are low. The best demand ever wit- 
nessed is shown this season for white cedar shingles, 
which are exceedingly scarce and growing firmer daily. 
Cedar ties are also in good request considering the sea- 
son and bring fair prices. 











Minneapolis, Minn. The demand for posts continues 
light, although the volume of trade is satisfactory for 
this time of the year. Small poles suitable for local 
and country telephone lines are still in good demand 
and command good values. No official announcement 
has yet been made of declines in the prices of white 
cedar shingles, although since the decline in red cedars 
the demand has not been as heavy for the white cedar 
product. The mills have accumulated a large number 
of orders and as yet there is little available stock for 


new orders. 
POA LLL 


Saginaw Valley. Cedar is doing well, There is a 
good call for it and prices are firm. Bay City buyers 


are picking up everything in sight as far north as 
the straits. ie output is much smaller than usual 
and before the close of navigation there will be little 
cedar to be had. 





Hardwoods. 


Chicago. Several dealers who have been doing only 
a fair business in hardwoods during the past few 
months now report a considerable increase in their in- 
quiries and orders and fair prospects for a good fall 
business. The agricultural implement trade, which it 
was feared would be shut off by the drouth in 
the western states, has lately taken on fresh activity 
and manufacture is expected to go forward in full 
volume up to the close of the season. The furniture 
trade is filled up with orders for that product and all 
the furniture woods are now moving freely. The con- 
sumptive demand for the woods used in making wagons 
is likewise heavy and as for car building, which it was 
feared would be somewhat depressed through the meager 
agricultural outlook, work is going forward with its 
former large volume. 

Thus far prices have not shown noteworthy improve- 
ment, but with the demand keeping up at its present 
gait dealers are inclined to think that stocks in first 
hands will be pretty well cleaned up by the first of 
October and that better prices can be obtained during 
the late fall and early winter trade. The large holders 
of stock as a rule are not urging their lumber on the 
market, while most of the small mills have sold out. 
On the whole the situation is greatly improved from 
that of a week ago and a feeling of extreme hopefulness 
has replaced the despondent sentiment then observed. 

Dealers in this market and elsewhere report a grow- 
ing shortage of inch plain red oak, which is now one of 
the best sellers in the market. Prices continue steady. 
Plain white oak is not moving quite as freely as the 
red and little strength is displayed in prices. Quartered 
white oak does not seem to be offered in quantities suffi- 
cient to further depress the market and an improved 
steadiness to values is observed in general. Quartered 
red oak is selling cheap and ought to be a prime invest- 
ment at the going figures. Car oak is in excellent re- 
quest, with prices reasonably firm. 

About the best seller in the market at present is bass- 
wood, dealers reporting a steady demand at full prices. 
Stocks are not particularly scarce, but the demand is 
unusually heavy and there are some who anticipate a 
decided increase in prices soon. 

Maple is showing some improvement both for inch 
and thicker, with prices still unsatisfactory to pro- 
ducers. Manufacturers of maple flooring continue to 
enjoy a good demand sufficient to prevent any accumu- 
lation at their mills. 

Some betterment may shortly be expected in the 
cottonwood situation. The small mills are said to have 
been but poorly provided with logs last spring and 
those that secured any considerable stock have already 
disposed of their lumber with the result that present 
stocks are now in the hands of strong parties who will 
not sacrifice them. Ash is in a rather anomalous posi- 
tion, some dealers claiming for it a good demand and 
others that it is comparatively quiet. There is renewed 
interest in birch in consequence of the increased furni- 
ture demand, but stocks are heavy, with no immediate 
prospect of improved prices. 

a ee 


Saginaw Valley. Trading in hardwoods has been slow 
but it is expected to pick up as the fall months come 
on, and will very likely do so. Prices are a little 
stronger and there is more inquiry. The cut in the 
early spring is becoming available for certain lines of 
trade. Oak and ash are firm, particularly. 
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_ St. Louis, Mo. If there has been any improvement 
in the general trade situation the wholesalers in this 
market fail to see it. The demand from sources where 
there is usually some strength at this season is extreme- 
ly light and this means that there is a poor movement of 
all classes of hardwoods. Considerab'e energy is being 
displayed by local people in trying to build up their 
trade, for it is the beginning of the season when improve- 
ment is a normal condition. It may be that this energy 
on the part of the salesmen is partially the cause of 
the continued depression, as the close competition in 
disposing of stock is causing the quoting of very low 
prices. The strongest hope lies in the fact that factories 
in all lines of lumber consumption are wonderfully 
active and are sawing up immense quantities of lumber, 
but the fact that it seems to be such an easy matter 
to buy all of the lumber necessary at ridiculously low 
prices undoubtedly has its effect in postponing sales 
which should be consummated at this time. 

_ From a strictly local point of view there is little doing 
in hardwoods. Receipts are lighter than they have been 
at any time this year and Pe he yards are less will- 
ing to increase their holdings. Stocks in wholesale yards 
are not nicely assorted for the reason that the summer 
demand has been strong on some items and very light on 
others. All of the yards are trying to better their 
assortments without increasing their stocks to any 
marked extent. 

Dealers in oak are searching the southern country 
for l-inch plain red and reports indicate that they are 
not having as much success as they would wish. It 
develops that St. Louis is not the only market in 
which this is the shortest item on the hardwood list and, 
if what one hears is to be believed, there is something 
akin to a famine on this particular variety of lumber. 


In the absence of a normal supply of red there is a 
fair demand for 1l-inch plain white oak and it is mov- 
ing in some volume. Thick white oak, if of good grade, 
is also finding ready sale on this market. Quartered 
lumber is not easily sold, except in upper grades. Com- 
mon quartered white is quite dull but there is some 
demand for first and second, especially in 1} and 14-inch 
thicknesses. There is little sale for quartered red of 
any grade or thickness and those having it in stock are 
worried as to what, has become of the usual consump- 
tion of it. This is the one item which is in easy supply 
at the mills and practically none of it is changing 
hands, even at very low prices. Those catering to the 
demand for special bills in oak say there is a heavy 
business being transacted at this time, especially in 
railroad material. The mills sawing this class of stock 
are all filled up with orders. 

Ash is one of the dull items in this market and 
receipts of it are very light. Good grades of hickory, 
in lumber and cut to size wagon stock, are in fair 
request and receipts of the latter are increasing. There 
has been a strong country demand for poplar squares 
during the past few weeks and the local supply is much 
less than at the beginning of the month. Sycamore 
and elm are in light evidence in present trading, 
although there has been some inquiry for quartered 
sycamore. In cottonwood and gum there has been little 
change in conditions in St. Louis or at the mills and 
more stock is offered than is marketable. 

Memphis, Tenn. Prices show no change whatever 
except possibly in cottonwood, on which some slight con- 
cessions are made, and as a result there is more life in 
that particular lumber. White quartered oak is in better 
demand and held somewhat more firmly. Red quartered 
is still a slow mover, but plain sawed in both kinds con- 
tinues to be in fairly good demand, while the same holds 
true of ash. Gum as a whole is almost a drug on the 
market but cypress one might be justified in calling the 
cock of the walk, although that class of lumber is now 
being more freely offered than for some time, 





Nashville, Tenn. The local market is well supplied. 
Poplar stocks are accumulating. No changes are noted 
in prices except in chestnut, which continues its upward 
march, Poplar squares are in extra good demand, both 
common and good. An upward tendency is noted in 
both ash and quartered oak. 





New Orleans, La. There has been a faint improve- 
ment in the hardwood market since the last report, but 
not marked enough to lend any great hope to the out- 
look. The export trade has not improved at all. Ton- 
nage is plentiful and ocean freight rates still very low. 





New York City. Both manufacturers and dealers 
appear satisfied with the volume of business done and 


with the prices being obtained. For some choice widths. 


and sizes the question of quotations is seemingly ignored. 
Quartered oak, $55 to $62; plain oak, $37 to $40; pop- 
Jar firsts and seconds, $37 to $38, and squares, $41 to 
$43; ash, $88 to $40, 





North Tonawanda, N. Y. The conditions of the local 
hardwood market are encouraging; the tone continues 
to grow stronger with each succeeding week. Dealers 
returning from the east lately report indications favor- 
able for an increasing trade during the remainder of 
the season, consumers having reached the point where 
it becomes necessary to secure considerable stock. The 
call for hardwoods for building purposes is perhaps not 
as brisk as a few weeks ago, but this is offset by a good 
margin by an extensive demand for furniture construc- 
tion. An unusual condition of the market is that all 
items are selling almost equally well. Prices are firm 
and inquiries many. : 

i eee 
_ Buffalo, N.Y. Since the summer demand _ proved 
light all are looking for a good fall trade. The hot 
weather has caused some falling off in demand, but 
it is declared that prices are fully as firm as ever and 
the trade is certain to come out all right in the end. 
Demand is of course heaviest for woods hard to get, 
including cherry and chestnut, with some of the deal- 
ers doing a good trade in birch. Mahogany sells pretty 
well, though sometimes ‘reckoned too high to be safe 
to carry. The demand for black walnut has about dis- 
appeared; there is no stock to meet it and is not 
expected to be. Hardwood dealers in the southwest pro- 
ducing trade are shutting down for hot weather, with 
prospect of waiting until September before starting 
up again. The prospects of increasing the stock this 
summer are not very great. Maple sells fairly well in 
both inch and heavier, but the price has never been 
high enough to satisfy the seller. 





Boston, Mass. The volume of business is just about 
holding its own on the record of the past few weeks 
and prices are suffering nothing by comparison with the 
same period, a fact viewed with some surprise by those 
who have been accustomed to measure values by the 
demand. In this case it is the supply which is the 
deciding factor, and that is short in almost all classes 
of hardwoods. The price on a stock very little of which 
exists cannot sag far, in spite of the most inactive de- 
mand. Quartered white oak perhaps heads the list of 
“inactive stocks,” as the financial column has it, being 
inactive almost to the point of stagnation. ‘The daily 
requirements in this lumber are bought and sold from 
hand to mouth, and prices vary according to the qual- 
ity of the stock. Nice cars of Indiana quartered 
bring $63 for a top notch figure, and from there the 
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prices fluctuate to $58. Plain oak seems still more of 
a favorite and is more sought for, with prices rather 
on the upward tendency than downward. A little more 
disposition to take notice of red oak is to be discerned, 
although it never has become a merchantable stock in 
this market. Maple is very quiet, the large buyers 
having seemingly all gone on their vacations or fallen 
asleep. Ash is decently lively, although the buyer is not 
required to hunt the salesman to any great extent. 
Se ee ee eee 


Baltimore, Md. Comparative quiet continues. Stocks 
show little life and in the ordinary avenues of dis- 
tribution a waiting attitude is observed. Some move- 
ment is of course always in progress, but the volume 
of transactions does not attain the dimensions which 
might be expected. Prices, however, are on the whole 
well maintained. Here and there a slight decline is 
noted, but as a rule values are decidedly better than 
the uneven character of the business would indicate. 
The export trade continues to furnish cause for com- 
plaint. For the reasons mentioned, in connection with 
the North Carolina pine situation, inquiry is very lim- 
ited and quotations are depressed. Not until some por- 
tion of the ample stocks held abroad have been worked 
off will a better feeling be looked for. 
ee a a ee 


Philadelphia, Pa. The demand for hardwood is dull 
and the market featureless, Red oak and chestnut are 
in most request and hold their own. The prospects 
are for a considerable quickening later, The building 
season was late and there are a number of big buildings 
which will not be advanced to the interior finish 
stage until the fall. Yard stocks are medium and are 
not being added to. ; 





Hemlock. 


Chicago. The enormous demand for pine piece stuff 
has already had some effect in improving the prospects 
of hemlock, for which the general demand seems to be 
decidedly better. Wisconsin hemlock producers have 
taken cognizance of this situation and have called a 
meeting at Milwaukee next Monday for the purpose of 
considering prospects and prices. The sentiment ap- 
pears to favor an advance on some items. Cargo hem- 
lock is still a little slow of sale, but it is being disposed 
of with reasonable promptness at the same old prices, 
namely $9.25 to $9.50 for piece stuff and $10 to $10.50 
for boards. The output of hemlock the past season has 
not been excessive and while some large stocks were car- 
ried over from last year most of these have now been 
moved and the outlook is brightening up. 

ee oe 

New York City. No fault is being found with the 
call for hemlock with $14.50 as the basic price well 
held. The movement of stock is not a heavy one. 








Buffalo, N. Y. ‘There is considerable demand for all 
sorts of hemlock in spite of the hot weather, and 
the price is steady. The Michigan cut is everywhere 
present but it often serves mainly to steady the price 
of Pennsylvania. Dealers complain that they are not 
able to get much out of Michigan as a rule except 12 
and 14-foot boards, which makes them look to Penn- 
sylvania for longer lengths and splits up the trade 
too much, A good cut of logs is reported. The bark 
peeling season is about over, the late rain helping the 
work considerably. One mill man reports that he has 
been able to sell his bark at $7.75 at the railroad, 
which is a very high price. 





Philadelphia, Pa. There continues to be a good 
demand, and the West Virginia manufacturers espe- 
cially are moving considerable quantities. Some big bills 
were out during the week and one inquiry was for a 
million feet. The market continues firm on the $14 
basis. Lath is very active and scarce. 





Poplar. 





Chicago. The fact that poplar is moving in excellent 
volume is attested by handlers of that variety of lumber 
in this market who report numerous inquiries for all 
grades, with a preponderance of demand for inch firsts 
and seconds and thick stock. Nearly all the factories 
here have been heavy users of poplar this season. The 
lower grades have been in steadily fair request, but are 
not moving as actively as upper grade stock, Prices on 
common and cull are, however, being fairly well main- 
tained, while remaining remarkably firm on firsts and 
seconds. Squares are still scarce and bring good prices. 





Boston, Mass. Reports from the south and from the 
larger handlers in this market agree in confirming the 
statement that poplar is firm and will continue to be. 

he lower grades, which for the past month or two 
have been something of a drug, are finding a readier 
market than has been the case, and this in spite of the 
fact that the woods have been stripped more thoroughly 
and grades have dropped off correspondingly as the 
poorer logs have been converted into lumber. For Nos. 
1 and 2 $39 is none too high, although sales are reported 
at $37 to $38, and on some kinds, on the other side, as 
high as $40. Squares find a ready market at the usual 
advance over the price of 1-inch. 





Baltimore, Md. Demand is very active and all the 
mills are working to the full limit of their capacity, 


as far as natural conditions will permit. The more 
desirable grades are quickly taken up and even the 
commoner product finds takers at figures which leave 
a fair margin of profit. Foreign shipments are rather 
limited, so that those who attributed the high range 
of poplar to the determination of producers to sell 
their output at low prices abroad as a means of keep- 
ing up the schedules at home will have to find some 
other excuse. A continuance of firmness in the quo- 
tations for some time seems to be assured. 





Pacific Coast. 


Portland, Ore. Foreign trade is showing up much 
more favorably and the big mills which are cutting for 
export seem to be well supplied with orders. The 
orient is recovering from the ravages of war and some 
heavy business will be handled with that quarter this 
fall. Rail trade is moderate and there is still complaint 
of car shortage, which will probably be intensified now 
that the wheat crop is about ready to move. The local 
demand for lumber, shingles, sash and doors is excel- 
lent. Logging situation shows no change and reduc- 
tion in present prices is not anticipated at present. 


leleeleeeerOor 





Tacoma, Wash. The coast lumber market continues 
very fair with prices holding steady. There is 
a fair demand for heavy timbers and a _ very 
heavy yard trade is anticipated. The demand for 
cedar and spruce is greater than the supply and dur- 
ing the past week $30 was paid for 1x6 and 1x12 clear 
cedar. Crop reports from western Washington and 
from the Dakotas which have been received are fairly 
satisfactory and while a good demand is expected from 
these sections all manufacturers are just now chiefly 
interested in learning the effects of the present unpre- 
cedented hot weather upon the crops of the entire mid- 
dle west. The foreign market is practically unchanged. 
Lumber freights show a slight reduction for the prin- 
cipal voyages. The latest charters reported from Puget 
Sound for Melbourne and Adelaide are at 53s 9d. 





Southern Pine. 





St. Louis, Mo. Bounteous rains throughout a large 
portion of the drouth stricken country have changed 
the situation materially during the past week and the 
yellow pine wholesalers in this city take a much more 
hopeful view of the future. Only a few limited areas 
report that crop conditions have not changed for the 
better and each day seems to narrow these down. So 
far as trade conditions are concerned, this change in 
the situation has been too recent to have had any 
effect thus far upon the demand and the majority of 
the dealers still report that they are selling less yard 
stock than during the early part of July. This is true 
of the whole Missouri river country, and also of some 
portions of the eastern territory. Still, there are retail 
yards in the west which regard the situation as being 
so much improved that they are again beginning to 
buy and will buy freely during August in order to avoid 
the car shortage. The opening of a new block of Indian 
Territory land promises to have a marked effect upon 
yellow pine, in that it will create a market for a very 
large amount of lumber from Texas, Louisiana and 
some portions of Arkansas. 

The demand from the large cities for special bill stock 
and other material and from the railroads for all classes 
of material used by them is so heavy that the mills 
cutting this class of stock have much more business than 
they can easily take care of. The city and railroad 
business is increasing very rapidly and promises fully 
to counterbalance whatever decrease in trade there may 
be from the rural districts. Few of the St. Louis people 
are willing to admit that there will be an apprecidble 
decrease in the country trade and, if this view of the 
situation be correct, the rest of the year will be won- 
derfully busy. 

At the mills there is still considerable complaint at 
the lack of labor and the excessively hot weather, prob- 
ably no mill in the southern country having its full 
quota of men. Laborers are hard to secure at any 
price and, as the cotton crop shows good prospects, there 
will probably be more trouble of this character as the 
season advances. Texas mills are placing great faith 
in the increased business they will experience from In- 
dian Territory but there is already a heavy local de- 
mand from the Texas crop country. 





Chicago. Representatives in this market of the 
southern yellow pine mills say that trade is still prac- 
tically as active as it had been at any time this 
season and that some increase in the volume of orders 
is observed since the general rains in the west and 
southwest, which have inspired confidence among buyers 
in all sections of the country. Most of the yellow 
pine mills are running from thirty to forty-five days 
behind their orders on nearly all classes of material. 
It can be expected, however, that in view of the fall- 
ing off in demand that has already taken place in 
Missouri, Kansas and sections of other states, mill 
men will be able to catch up with their orders within 
the next two months or so, After that the condition 
of the market will be somewhat a matter of doubt, 
in view of the inclination shown by many yellow pine 
men to push their sales if orders show a disposition 
to fall off. : 

The recent advance in prices has not had any effect 


upon the curtailment of business thus far and prob- 
ably will not have, as buyers generally conceded the 
justice of the advance in view of the heavy volume and 
urgent character of the orders that have been and 
are still coming in. The continued scarcity of white 
pine has already proven beneficial in sustaining yellow 
pine values and may be efficacious in preventing de- 
moralization later on. 





Kansas City, Mo. The outlook for a curtailment in 
the demand for yellow pine in this section has had 
no visible effect on the market as yet. A number of 
concerns have issued new lists making the advances 
recommended by the Southern Lumber Manufactur- 
ers’ Association. A few of the small concerns have 
been shading prices lately, but their output and abil- 
ity to handle business are not great enough to cause 
any alarm, and the large operators claim to be hold- 
ing as closely to the regular list as they have been. 
Manufacturers all talk as if the respite in the demand 
is a welcome change from the rush of business and 
the hurrying up of old orders by their customers. 
They are still anywhere from two to four weeks behind 
on their business, with stocks at a lower ebb than 
ever. There is no surplus of any one item; some items 
are positively scarce and a heavy demand for No. 1 
dimension could not be taken care of at this time, as 
every mill is short and some of the large concerns 
have not as much in pile as usually is carried by some 
of the Kansas City retail yards. Lack of cars, lack 
of help and sickness among the mill crews are inter- 
fering seriously with prompt shipments and the accum- 
ulation of stocks and no relief in this direction is 
promised for the near future, while it is certain that 
cars are going to be harder to get as the season 
advances. 





New Orleans, La. The mill men in this territory say 
that if there is any falling off in demand on account of 
crop conditions they are not noticing it. The action of 
the Southern Lumber Manufacturers’ Association at St. 
Louis and the new price list seems to suit everybody 
and the list will be well maintained. ‘There is plenty of 
business on hand and plenty in sight. 

Pensacola, Fla. The sawn timber market is ex- 
tremely dull. None of the buyers are even offering at 
speculative prices for the few lots brought to market. 
On last Friday and Saturday one lot was offered every 
merchant in the city without receiving a single bid. 
There will be comparatively little lumber moved this 
month and prices have declined somewhat for all grades, 
but most noticeably for the South American grades. 
The time charter steamers will of course continue to 
take cargoes of lumber and timber to the European mar- 
kets, but shipments will be confined almost entirely to 
them. There is absolutely no demand from Cuba. 





New York City. This market is in excellent condi- 
tion. There is a good, strong demand and prices have 
advanced, so that a fair quotation for the general run of 
yard schedules is $20. Freights, too, are stiff, and little 
grumbling is to be heard from any of the dealers. Ship- 
ments are of good size and the mills in the south are 
reported to have all they can do to keep up to the call. 





Philadelphia, Pa. The demand previously noted is 
being maintained. The bulk of the business is, how- 
ever, for railroad and out of town construction work. 
Locally, the demand is quiet and the yards buying but 
sparsely. The market has a very firm tone. 


North Carolina Pine. 


Baltimore, Md. The situation remains in the main 
stable, with a slight stiffening of values in some direc- 
tions. Considerable quantities of lumber are being re- 
ceived at the wharves, but the distribution suffices to 
prevent accumulations and the business is kept fairly 
well in hand. If present expectations shall be realized 
trade will continue good until late in the fall and 
values will hold their own. The improvement in box 
grades continues, although box manufacturers are not 
as active as the hight of the packing season would 
seem to justify. Dressed stocks command a brisk mar- 
ket, and flooring is in eager request. The foreign out- 
look is unsatisfactory. Buyers abroad made contracts 
at high prices. The scale of values then took a drop 
and the holders of stocks have since held back, stor- 
ing their purchases, in the hope that the demand 
might thereby be stimulated and the difference between 
the buying and the current quotations reduced. A 
cause for the listlessness abroad is to be found in 
the numerous industrial disturbances of one kind or 
another. 











New York City. There is a fairly steady and contin- 
uous demand to be noted, the midsummer business taken 
as a whole proving quite satisfactory, especially as 
regards the dressed stock. The mills south are reported 
as not yet lagging in their efforts to keep this part of 
the country well supplied with stock, so that fact may 
also be taken into consideration as a — of good con- 
ditions prevailing elsewhere as well. Edge box remains 
the same and freights are stiff. 





rticular evidence of 
arolina pine salesmen 
In spite of rather 


Boston, Mass. There is no 
price cutting among the North 
and the full list is the general rule. 
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slow building activity a fairly large amount of this 
lumber continues to come in by car and cargo, and finds 
a market which is ready enough to satisfy any but the 
overambitious salesman. It is not to be inferred that 
there is any mad rush for this stock, but apparently 
there is ~ nice balance between the supply and the 
demand, which so far succeeds in keeping prices steady 
and firm. 





Philadelphia, Pa. The demand continues strong for 
the best grades of planed and rough lumber and the 
market is exceedingly firm with a good stiffening tend- 
ency. Box lumber is slow and is in plentiful supply. 
There is a good demand for sap pine sizes for fram- 
ing etc. 





Cypress. 





Chicago. There are signs that the hot weather lull 
in the cypress demand in this territory is approaching 
its end and that the fall demand is already setting in. 
Mill representatives here report a good call for several 
grades of stock, including factory lumber and tank stock. 
Owing to the partial shutting off of the western 
demand on account of the drouth the mill men have been 
lately able to accumulate some lumber in pile and 
orders can now be filled much more promptly than has 
been the case at any time during the past six months. 
The scarcity of 24 and 3-inch tank lumber continues 
and it is doubtful whether there will be any great 
amount of this available for the excellent fall trade 
promised. 
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St. Louis, Mo. A number of St. Louis salesmen who 
have been thoroughly working the territory tributary 
to this market report that they have not been as success- 
ful during the past two weeks as during the early 
part of the month, crop conditions seeming to have had 
their effect in postponing business which otherwise would 
have been placed at this time. There is no complaint at 
prices from this source, merely the lack of desire to 
place orders until the present uncertainty shall be at 
an end. St. Louis planing mills are active and the best 
class of buyers at the present time. The hardwood 
yards, usually in the market rather heavily at this 
season, are doing some buying but are not inclined to 
increase their stocks to any marked extent. As a rule 
St. Louis stocks are in elegant shape—better in fact than 
at any former time this year. Receipts have been fairly 
heavy, but purchases of late have only been about on a 
par with sales. 





Kansas City, Mo. A prominent cypress man who 
furnishes a good deal of planing mill stock stated 
today that he had to rip some 2-inch cypress down to 
one and one-half inches to take care of an order which 
he had to ship from Kansas City; this because of the 
difficulty of getting sipments of factory stock thicker 
than one inch. Cypress stocks are low at all mills 
and factory stock is particularly scarce. The mills are 
still away behind on their orders and some of them 
have been held up several months. Orders from Okla- 
homa and Texas are plentiful and while there is a 
lull in this territory the cypress people are expecting 
a fair fall demand from Missouri and Kansas. Prices 
are as stiff ag ever and will probably continue so indef- 
initely. 





New Orleans, La. Orders, which were comparatively 
light during the first two weeks of July, are picking up 
again and are now coming in rapidly from the extreme 
west and the extreme east. Illinois and Ohio seem to 
have dropped out of the market to a large extent and 
it is reasonable to suppose that they have good stocks 
on hand. Texas is sending in more orders than for 
some weeks. The mills have accumulated nice stocks, 
but they are by no means as large as they were last 
year. They are well assorted, too. 
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New York City. The extent of the summer demand 
for cypress is not overwhelmingly large, but it is still 
of fair proportions, and those manufacturers and dealers 
who have not been tuned up to anything phenomenal 
during midsummer are quite content with the call and 
with the fact that there is no weakness in current 
prices, while for some grades figures are held stiffly. 





Buffalo, N. Y. All reports are to ‘the effect that 
the demand for cypress is good and prices are firm. 
If it could be obtained readily and in quantity there 
would be a brisk sale of it, but there are many draw- 
backs to the trade so that the sales are light gener- 
ally. There is a notion here that cypress is in too 
few producers’ hands to make it very desirable to handle 
it. Still the consumer wants it and so it has to be 
obtained somehow. It is in the air that such southern 
woods are coming in and white pine is going out. 

Boston, Mass. The large dealers in cypress find no 
difficulty in getting rid of whatever dry stocks come to 
their wharves, and the general verdict is that the lumber 
is strong and, until something may occur to allow stocks 
to accumulate a little, it is more than likely to continue 
so for an indefinite period. The cypress men are per- 
haps as comfortably situated as any of the lumber fra- 
ternity, provided always they have a supply of the lumber 
which is by no means always the ease. 





Baltimore, Md. Cypress has remained almost sta- 
tionary for the past month or two. Prices at present 





compare very favorably with the periods of greatest 
activity and confidence is felt in the future. Some large 
consignments have lately been placed here and particu- 
larly from the districts to the north of Baltimore 
comes a brisk inquiry. 





Shingles. 





Minneapolis, Minn. The demand for red cedar shin- 
gles is not as heavy as a short time ago, but appar- 
ently there are a few cars in transit and this has as- 
sisted in maintaining a fairly firm tone to the market. 
Quotations in this market of both Stars and Clears are 
slightly lower than last week, but in the absence of 
heavy demand the range of prices seems not to be well 
defined. Stars are quoted at from $2.55 to $2.60 and 
Clears are commanding from $2.90 to $3. Dealers in 
need of goods are apparently not frightened at pros- 
pects of a decline and are ordering freely, although the 
absence of consumptive demand has lessened sales at this 
market. The idea seems prevalent that no materia! de- 
clines under the present prices will be noted in the 
immediate future. 

Tacoma, Wash. The red cedar shingle demand from 
the middle west and south continues unabated despite 
the hot weather. Manufacturers say that $1.75 is 
freely paid. Several manufacturers report labor scarce 
to the extent that they have thus far been prevented 
from running nights. Inquiries from all sections show 
no falling off and the larger manufacturers are holding 
their product at $1.72 and $1.75 and even a few cents 
higher in some cases. 

Kansas City, Mo. Inquiry for shingles at this point 
has been lighter during the past two weeks than for 
months. Demand for transit cars is not as pressing 
as it has been and a number of cars have come through 
lately before they have been taken up by orders. There 
has been some weakness shown at this point lately, 
but jobbers here say that this is not the case on the 
coast and that they have to pay as much as ever for 
shingles. A continued light demand, however, will re- 
sult in some moderation in prices in the near future, 
as red cedar shingles are higher than they have been 
for years and cost about 50 cents a thousand more 
than they did at the beginning of the year. 
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New Orleans, La. The shingle market is just about 
in the same notch it has occupied for the last sixty 
days. A good volume of business is offering, the majority 
of it coming from Texas. . Reported crop failures seem 
to have had no effect in curtailing the demand, which is 
quite heavy for this time of the year. The last of the 
old orders have now been gotten out of the way, but a 
number of new orders are coming in. Prices are very 
steady, 

Buffalo, N. Y. There is still more demand for shingles 
than the supply fairly covers, so the business is not 
very satisfactory. There is white cedar coming down, 
but some consumers insist on red cedar in spite of the 
price and the searcity. One shingle dealer is willing 
to sell *A* in red cedar for $3.25, white pine same 
for $3 and white cedar same for $2.75, all in carload 
Jots. Another thinks he ought to have $3.50 for the 
red cedars, if only on account of their scarcity. No- 
body has anything like a good stock and there are deal- 
ers who think they are supplied if they have a car or 
two of the various grades ahead. It is a long time 
since such light stocks have been carried and it is not 
the fault of the dealer here because such is the case. 





Cooperage. 





Chicago. No developments of importance have oc- 
curred in the cooperage industry during the week, 
demand being at a low stage and little prospect being 
visible for any improvement until September. In con- 
sequence prices are hardly quotable, as little new busi- 
ness is transacted, the bulk of the movement being on 
old contracts. 





Minneapolis, Minn, Demand for cooperage stock in 
the open market continues light and cooperage handlers 
are enabled to make but few sales. Values are on 
practically the same basis as for the past few weeks 
and no immediate changes in the immediate future are 
anticipated. The recent trouble between the flour pack- 
ers and mill operators has had the effect of quieting 
even such sales as were possible and until an under- 
standing shall be reached coopers will not be disposed to 
make purchases of materials for use in the factories. 





St. Louis, Mo. Dealers and manufacturers here and 
on the east side report that there is not a heavy demand 
for any class of stock, with the possible exception of lard 
tierces, It is a strange coincidence that lard tierces 
are moving in a very fair volume while there is not 
much strength in the demand for pork barrels. As one 
dealer puts it, “Summer hogs run more to lard than 
to meat.” Local stocks are rather light, but the demand 
seems sufficiently strong to prevent a rapid accumula- 
tion. There is no change in the demand from fruit 
growers and there probably will not be before a change 
in weather conditions. Prices have varied little since 
last report. 


THE NORTH COAST LIMITED 

Train of the Northern Pacific which created such a furor 
during its first season, in 1900, is again shooting back and 
forth across the continent in all the glory of its former days. 

This Crack Train of the Northwest, almost entirely new 
for 1901, is the epitome of modern passenger train construc- 
tion. The Dining car with its a la carte breakfast and 
lunch and table d’hote dinner for $1.00; the unequaled 
Tourist Sleeping car of 16 sections, roomy lavatories and 
electric lights; the first class Drawing Room Pullman with 
two electric lights in each section, and the palatial Obser- 
vation car with two smoking rooms, buffet, barber shop, 
bath, library of 140 volumes, current magazines, ladies’ 
parlor, and observation platform, all together form a train 
of unusual comfort, excellence, and even luxuriousness even 
in this day of luxuries. 

Of course, broad vestibules, steam heat and steel platforms 
are there, and there are nearly 300 electric lights on the 
mp the baggage car and day coaches being thus lighted 
also. 

The train runs from St. Paul to Portland, Oregon, pass- 
ing through Minneapolis, Fargo, Bozeman, Butte, Missoula, 
Spokane, Seattle and Tacoma. 

Connections from Duluth and Superior and for Helena 
are made en route. 

Send to CHAS. S. FEE, General Passenger Agent, St, 
Paul, six cents for Wonderland 1901, a royal book having a 
chapter on this royal train. 





HALF RATES 


To Wisconsin and Michigan Resorts. 

August 1 to 10 the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railway 
will sel) excursion tickets from Chicago to the summer resorts 
of Wisconsin and Michigan at rate of one fare (minimum rate 
$4.00) for round trip, limit October 31, 

The list of resorts includes Milwaukee, Waukesha, Palmyra, 
Madison, Kilbourn, Elkhart Lake, Pewaukee, Lakeside, Hart- 
land, Nashota, Oconomowoc, Sparta, Marquette, Houghton, 
cae, Sault Ste. Marie, St. Ignace, Minocqua and Star 
sake, 

Through sleeping cars to Marquette, Calumet, Minocqua 
and — Lake and frequent trains with parlor cars to nearby 
resorts. 

Full information at ticket office, 95 Adams street, or at 
Union Passenger Station, Canal, Madison and Adams streets, 











Advertisements will be inserted in this department 


at the following rates: 

For one week, - * - 26 cents a line. 
For two weeks, - - - - 46 cents a line, 
For three weeks, - - - 60 cents a line. 
For four weeks, - ~ - - 76 cents a line. 


Nine words of ordinary length make one line. 
Heading counts as two lines. 
No display except the headings can be admitted. 


Remittances to accompany the order. No extra 
charge for copies of paper containing advertisement. } 
Copy must be in this office not later than Thursday 
morning to secure insertion in Saturday’s paper. | 


| Wanted:Employees 


WANTED-—FIRST CLASS MAN 
lor assisting foreman in planing mill in Pittsburg, Pa. Must 
understand making detail drawings, billing up off plans for 
cutter. Address “S$. 16,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED-—A FIRST CLASS MAN 
To take charge of two 10-inch molders, one 6-inch molder, 
one surfacer and one flooring machine; none but experienced 
men need apply. H. MURPHY MILL & LUMBER CO., 
Station “A,” Pittsburg, Pa. 











WANTED 
An experienced planing mill foreman. For particulars ad- 
dress B. D. & LBR, CO., Bristol, Tenn. 





WANTED—A FIRST CLASS ENGINEER 
And machinist. Steady employment the whole year. Man 
must be strictly temperate and a worker. None but a good 
man need apply. . ress 
“ENGINEER,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED-—BRIGHT YOUNG MAN 

Twenty to twenty-five years of age who has had experience in 
wholesale lumber office, to take general clerkship position; 
chance for promotion if worthy. Address in own handwrit- 
ing ; good wages to right party. 

“S$. 7,” care of AMPRICAN LUMBERMAN, 


WANTED—EXPERIENCED MILL MAN 
To run a yellow pine mill cutting 25,000 feet per day. 
Address “s. or" 





6, care of AMPRICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED 
Virst class edgerman and saw mill lumber grader. Arkan- 
sas plant, good healthy town; -state references and wages 
wanted. Address “S. 5,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED—STENOGRAPHER. 
Lady, experienced in the lumber business. Chicago hardwood 
yard. Good salary to rent party. 
Address “S$. 1,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 











WANTED . 
A first class saw mill engineer, millwright and saw mill 
foreman. Must be good men. Give references. 
Address ‘“WISCONSIN,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 





SILO AND TANK BUILDER. 

Must be a thoroughly good woodworker, with small amount 
of money. Owning bottom patents, with special machines, 
we wish to install construction of silos and tanks at other 
points, the saving in freight being a profit alone. 

WILLIAMS MFG. CO., Kalamazoo, Mich. 





WANTED—YOUNG MAN 
open in retail lumber office and yard. 
ddress “§. 4,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 
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